
the trial of henry kissinger
christopher hitchens
the trial of henry kissinger christopher hitchens represents a profound
examination of one of the most controversial political figures of the 20th
century through the lens of the celebrated British-American author and
journalist Christopher Hitchens. This article delves into the critical
assessment presented by Hitchens regarding Henry Kissinger’s role in various
global conflicts and political decisions. By exploring Hitchens’ arguments,
evidence, and rhetorical strategies, this piece sheds light on the broader
discourse surrounding accountability, ethics, and justice in international
affairs. The trial in question is not a formal legal proceeding but rather a
metaphorical and intellectual challenge posed by Hitchens to Kissinger’s
legacy. This exploration also contextualizes the historical backdrop of
Kissinger’s tenure as U.S. Secretary of State and National Security Advisor.
Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why Christopher Hitchens’
critique remains highly influential in discussions about war crimes,
political morality, and power dynamics.
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Background of Henry Kissinger
Henry Kissinger served as the United States Secretary of State and National
Security Advisor under Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford during the
1970s. His tenure was marked by significant geopolitical events, including
the Vietnam War, the opening of diplomatic relations with China, and the Cold
War's strategic maneuvers. Kissinger’s approach to foreign policy was
characterized by realpolitik, prioritizing pragmatic and strategic interests
over ideological considerations. However, his involvement in covert
operations and support for authoritarian regimes led to widespread
controversy. The trial of henry kissinger christopher hitchens directly
addresses these contentious aspects of Kissinger’s career, questioning the
ethical and legal ramifications of his actions on the global stage.



Political Career and Influence
Kissinger’s influence extended beyond traditional diplomacy into clandestine
operations and covert support for regimes that aligned with U.S. interests.
His role in the secret bombing of Cambodia, backing of the Chilean coup
d'état, and involvement in the East Timor invasion exemplify the complex and
often disputed legacy he left behind. Understanding Kissinger’s career is
essential to grasp the full context of the trial of henry kissinger
christopher hitchens, as it provides the foundation for the accusations and
moral scrutiny presented by Hitchens.

Christopher Hitchens: The Critic and Author
Christopher Hitchens was an acclaimed writer, journalist, and public
intellectual known for his incisive critiques of political figures and
ideologies. His confrontational style and commitment to exposing perceived
injustices made him a formidable voice in debates about power and morality.
Hitchens’ work on Henry Kissinger, including his book and various essays,
forms the core of what is broadly referred to as the trial of henry kissinger
christopher hitchens. Through meticulous research and compelling prose,
Hitchens challenged the glorified narratives surrounding Kissinger’s
diplomatic achievements.

Hitchens’ Approach to Criticism
Hitchens combined rigorous investigative journalism with a sharp ethical
lens, emphasizing accountability for human rights abuses and war crimes. His
critique of Kissinger was not merely political but deeply rooted in legal and
moral arguments. The trial metaphor captures Hitchens’ method of putting
Kissinger’s actions on a figurative stand, demanding scrutiny and judgment
from history and the international community.

The Concept of "The Trial"
The trial of henry kissinger christopher hitchens is metaphorical rather than
judicial, representing an intellectual and moral examination rather than a
courtroom proceeding. Hitchens framed this "trial" as a way to hold Kissinger
accountable for his alleged crimes and controversial decisions. The concept
highlights the challenges of addressing state-sanctioned actions that often
evade formal legal repercussions due to political and diplomatic
complexities.

Purpose and Significance
The symbolic trial serves several purposes:



To document and publicize alleged war crimes and human rights violations
linked to Kissinger.

To challenge impunity and demand ethical responsibility from powerful
political figures.

To stimulate public debate on the limits of state power and the
importance of justice in international relations.

To preserve historical memory and ensure critical perspectives are not
marginalized.

Major Allegations Against Henry Kissinger
Christopher Hitchens’ trial against Henry Kissinger centers on a series of
serious allegations that implicate Kissinger in actions widely considered
violations of international law and human rights standards. These allegations
include complicity in coups, support for genocidal regimes, and direct
involvement in covert military operations that resulted in civilian
casualties.

Key Controversies Highlighted

Cambodia and Laos Bombing Campaigns: Secret and extensive bombing1.
campaigns authorized by Kissinger that devastated civilian populations.

Chile Coup d'État: Support for the overthrow of democratically elected2.
President Salvador Allende and backing of Augusto Pinochet’s regime.

East Tim3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Trial of Henry Kissinger' by
Christopher Hitchens about?

'The Trial of Henry Kissinger' is a book by Christopher Hitchens that
critically examines the actions of Henry Kissinger, former U.S.
Secretary of State, accusing him of war crimes and human rights
violations.



Who was Henry Kissinger, the subject of
Christopher Hitchens' book?

Henry Kissinger was the U.S. Secretary of State and National Security
Advisor during the 1970s, known for his role in shaping U.S. foreign
policy during the Vietnam War and other Cold War conflicts.

Why did Christopher Hitchens write 'The Trial of
Henry Kissinger'?

Christopher Hitchens wrote the book to expose and hold accountable
Kissinger for alleged war crimes, including involvement in coups,
bombings, and support for oppressive regimes.

What are some key allegations made against Henry
Kissinger in the book?

The book alleges Kissinger's involvement in the Chilean coup, secret
bombings in Cambodia and Laos, support for genocidal regimes, and
complicity in war crimes and crimes against humanity.

How was 'The Trial of Henry Kissinger' received
by critics and the public?

The book was praised for its thorough research and bold critique, though
some critics argued it was overly polemical and lacked legal rigor.

Did Christopher Hitchens call for legal
prosecution of Henry Kissinger in his book?

Yes, Hitchens argued that Kissinger should be prosecuted for war crimes
and crimes against humanity in an international court.

What impact did 'The Trial of Henry Kissinger'
have on public perception of Kissinger?



The book contributed to a more critical view of Kissinger's legacy,
highlighting controversial aspects of his tenure and sparking debates
about accountability.

Are there any notable quotes from Christopher
Hitchens about Henry Kissinger?

One notable quote is: 'Henry Kissinger is a war criminal. That is not a
subjective opinion, but a fact established by a preponderance of
evidence.'

How does 'The Trial of Henry Kissinger' fit into
Christopher Hitchens' broader work?

The book exemplifies Hitchens' commitment to challenging powerful
figures and exposing injustices, consistent with his career as a
journalist and critic.

Where can one read or watch 'The Trial of Henry
Kissinger' by Christopher Hitchens?

'The Trial of Henry Kissinger' is available as a book in bookstores and
online. There is also a documentary adaptation based on Hitchens' work
that can be found on various streaming platforms.

Additional Resources

1. The Trial of Henry Kissinger by Christopher Hitchens
This book is a scathing critique of Henry Kissinger's political career,
accusing him of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Hitchens
presents a detailed account of Kissinger's involvement in various global
conflicts and covert operations during his tenure as U.S. National
Security Advisor and Secretary of State. The book reads as a moral
indictment and calls for legal accountability.

2. Henry Kissinger: The Price of Power by Frederick A. O. Schwarz Jr.
Schwarz, a former federal prosecutor, delves into Kissinger’s policies
and their consequences, examining the ethical and legal questions
surrounding his actions. While not solely focused on a trial, the book



explores the controversies that have led to calls for his prosecution.
It combines rigorous research with an accessible narrative.

3. Kissinger on the Couch: The Psychology of a Statesman by Christopher
Hitchens
In this psychological profile, Hitchens analyzes Kissinger’s personality
and decision-making processes, shedding light on the motivations behind
his controversial policies. The book adds depth to understanding the man
behind the political figure, contributing to the broader discussion of
his alleged crimes.

4. State of War: The Secret History of the CIA and the Bush
Administration by James Risen
Although focused primarily on the CIA and later administrations, this
book provides context for understanding the legacy of Kissinger’s
clandestine operations. It highlights how Kissinger’s strategies
influenced subsequent U.S. foreign policy and covert actions,
illuminating the long-term impact of his tenure.

5. Blood and Power: The Rise and Fall of Henry Kissinger by Thomas
Blanton
Blanton traces Kissinger’s ascent to power alongside the darker aspects
of his career, including allegations of complicity in coups and
assassinations. The book underscores the tension between Kissinger’s
public image and the shadowy world of international politics he operated
within.

6. The Shadows of Power: Henry Kissinger and the Politics of Secrecy by
John Prados
Prados explores the secretive nature of Kissinger’s policymaking,
revealing the extent of covert operations and classified decisions. This
work provides valuable insights into how secrecy shaped Kissinger’s
legacy and the ongoing debates about his culpability.

7. Crimes of War: The Legal Case Against Henry Kissinger by Christopher
Hitchens
In this detailed legal analysis, Hitchens assembles evidence and
testimonies that argue for Kissinger’s prosecution under international
law. The book serves as both an investigative report and a call to
action for human rights advocates and legal scholars.

8. Kissinger’s Shadow: The Long Reach of U.S. Foreign Policy by Greg
Grandin
Grandin examines how Kissinger’s policies have continued to influence
U.S. foreign relations long after his tenure. The book contextualizes
the trial discourse within a broader historical framework, showing the
enduring consequences of Kissinger’s decisions.

9. Justice Delayed: The Case for Prosecuting Henry Kissinger by Mark
Danner
Danner presents a compelling argument for why Kissinger should face



legal consequences, discussing the moral and legal implications of
delayed justice. The book combines investigative journalism with a
philosophical analysis of accountability in international politics.
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