
the troll by julia donaldson
the troll by julia donaldson is a captivating children’s story that blends
imagination, adventure, and moral lessons in a way that has resonated with
readers worldwide. Renowned for her engaging storytelling and rhythmic verse,
Julia Donaldson brings to life a unique troll character that embarks on an
exciting journey. This article explores the key elements of the story,
including its plot, themes, characters, and the distinctive writing style
that makes it a favorite among young audiences and educators alike.
Additionally, the article examines the book’s illustrations, its educational
value, and its place within Julia Donaldson’s broader body of work. Whether
you are a parent, teacher, or literary enthusiast, understanding the nuances
of the troll by Julia Donaldson reveals why it remains a beloved classic. The
following sections will provide a detailed overview and analysis to enrich
appreciation of this imaginative tale.
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Plot Summary of the Troll by Julia Donaldson
The troll by Julia Donaldson centers around the adventures of a curious and
sometimes misunderstood troll. The narrative typically follows the troll as
it navigates a series of challenges, encounters with other creatures, and
moments of self-discovery. The plot is structured to engage young readers
with a mix of suspense, humor, and heartwarming resolution. Throughout the
story, the troll’s journey often reflects themes of friendship, bravery, and
kindness. The storytelling is delivered in a rhythmic, lyrical style that is
characteristic of Julia Donaldson’s work, making it easy for children to
follow and enjoy. The plot’s progression encourages readers to anticipate
what will happen next, enhancing engagement with the text.



Main Characters and Their Roles
The troll is the central character in this story, portrayed with depth and
personality that appeals to children. Alongside the troll, there are several
supporting characters that contribute to the plot’s development and thematic
expression. These characters often include other mythical beings, animals, or
human figures, each serving a specific role in the troll’s journey. The
interplay between the troll and these characters highlights important social
skills such as cooperation, empathy, and problem-solving. The characters are
crafted to be relatable and memorable, often embodying traits that children
can identify with or aspire to.

The Troll
The protagonist is portrayed as curious, sometimes mischievous, but
ultimately kind-hearted. The troll’s experiences drive the narrative forward
and provide a framework for the story’s lessons.

Supporting Characters
Other characters, whether friends or adversaries, enrich the story by
challenging the troll or offering assistance, each reinforcing the story’s
moral undertones.

Themes and Moral Lessons
The troll by Julia Donaldson is rich with themes that promote positive values
and ethical understanding. Central themes often include friendship,
acceptance, courage, and the importance of kindness. The story encourages
children to look beyond appearances and to appreciate inner qualities. It
also addresses the value of perseverance when facing obstacles and highlights
the rewards of helping others. These moral lessons are woven seamlessly into
the narrative, allowing children to absorb them naturally while enjoying the
story. The use of fantasy elements makes these themes accessible and engaging
for a young audience.

Friendship and Acceptance
The story emphasizes building relationships despite differences, showing how
acceptance fosters harmony and understanding.

Courage and Perseverance
The troll’s challenges illustrate the importance of bravery and persistence



in overcoming difficulties.

Kindness and Empathy
Acts of kindness within the story demonstrate how empathy can transform
relationships and situations positively.

Writing Style and Language Features
Julia Donaldson’s writing style in the troll story is marked by rhythmic,
rhyming verse that captivates young readers and supports language
development. The playful use of repetition, rhyme, and alliteration makes the
text memorable and enjoyable to read aloud. This approach also aids in
phonemic awareness and vocabulary building. The language is carefully chosen
to be age-appropriate yet rich enough to challenge children’s comprehension
skills. The narrative voice is engaging, often adopting a tone that is both
humorous and warm. This stylistic choice helps maintain the reader’s interest
and encourages repeated readings, which are beneficial for literacy
development.

Rhythm and Rhyme
The consistent meter and rhyme scheme create a musical quality that enhances
the storytelling experience.

Repetition and Wordplay
These techniques reinforce learning and keep children actively involved in
the narrative.

Illustrations and Visual Appeal
Illustrations are a vital component of the troll by Julia Donaldson,
contributing significantly to the book’s appeal. Typically, the artwork
complements the text by vividly bringing characters and settings to life. The
illustrations use bright colors and expressive designs that capture the
troll’s personality and the mood of various scenes. This visual element
supports comprehension, especially for early readers, by providing context
clues and stimulating imagination. The combination of text and imagery
creates a multi-sensory reading experience that is both educational and
entertaining.



Character Design
The troll and other characters are depicted with distinctive features that
enhance their individuality and appeal.

Scenery and Atmosphere
The illustrations set the tone and immerse readers in the story’s fantasy
world through detailed backgrounds and dynamic compositions.

Educational Value and Uses in Learning
The troll by Julia Donaldson offers substantial educational benefits, making
it a popular choice in classrooms and homes. The story supports literacy
development through its rhythmic text and engaging narrative structure. It
also encourages critical thinking by prompting children to predict outcomes
and reflect on the characters’ choices. Educators utilize the book to teach
themes such as empathy and social skills, often incorporating related
activities like role-playing or creative writing. The story’s accessible
language and captivating plot make it suitable for diverse learning settings,
including early childhood education and English language learning.

Enhances vocabulary and phonemic awareness

Promotes social-emotional learning

Encourages imaginative play and creativity

Supports comprehension and narrative skills

Facilitates discussions about moral values

Julia Donaldson’s Impact and Legacy
Julia Donaldson is widely regarded as one of the most influential children’s
authors, and the troll story exemplifies her contribution to children’s
literature. Her ability to blend memorable characters with engaging verse has
earned her numerous accolades and a devoted readership. The troll by Julia
Donaldson fits within her larger oeuvre of beloved works that often feature
whimsical creatures and meaningful life lessons. Her stories have been
translated into multiple languages and adapted into various formats,
including theater and audio productions. Donaldson’s legacy lies in her
capacity to inspire a love of reading and storytelling among children across
generations and cultures.



Recognition and Awards
Julia Donaldson’s works have received critical acclaim, reflecting the
quality and impact of her storytelling.

Influence on Children’s Literature
Her innovative use of rhyme and relatable characters has influenced
contemporary authors and educators alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Troll' by Julia
Donaldson?
The main plot of 'The Troll' by Julia Donaldson follows a clever troll who
lives under a bridge and the adventures that unfold when he encounters
various characters trying to cross it.

What themes are explored in 'The Troll' by Julia
Donaldson?
'The Troll' explores themes such as problem-solving, friendship, and
overcoming fears, all wrapped in a fun and engaging narrative suitable for
children.

Who are the key characters in 'The Troll' by Julia
Donaldson?
The key characters include the troll himself, who is both mischievous and
kind-hearted, and the various animals or children who try to cross his
bridge, each contributing to the story's development.

How does Julia Donaldson use rhyme and rhythm in
'The Troll'?
Julia Donaldson employs catchy rhymes and rhythmic patterns in 'The Troll' to
make the story engaging and memorable, helping young readers and listeners
enjoy the storytelling experience.

What age group is 'The Troll' by Julia Donaldson
best suited for?
'The Troll' is best suited for children aged 3 to 7 years old, making it an



ideal picture book for early readers and for parents to read aloud to young
children.

Additional Resources
1. The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson
This beloved story follows a clever little mouse as he takes a walk through
the forest and invents a fearsome creature called the Gruffalo to scare off
predators. When the mouse unexpectedly meets a real Gruffalo, he must use his
wit to stay safe. The rhythmic and rhyming text makes it a fun read-aloud for
young children.

2. The Smartest Giant in Town by Julia Donaldson
This charming tale features a giant who buys new clothes and shares his
generosity with the animals he meets. Through acts of kindness, he transforms
the town and himself, highlighting themes of friendship and selflessness. The
story is filled with warmth and humor, perfect for early readers.

3. Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson
A friendly witch and her cat fly on a broomstick and pick up new animal
friends along the way. When a fearsome dragon threatens them, teamwork and
quick thinking save the day. This story celebrates friendship, cooperation,
and the joy of sharing adventures.

4. The Troll by Julia Donaldson and David Roberts
In this story, a troll lives under a bridge and causes trouble for travelers
passing by. The narrative explores themes of kindness, courage, and
understanding as characters interact with the troll. The book combines
engaging rhymes with vibrant illustrations.

5. Stick Man by Julia Donaldson
Stick Man embarks on a perilous journey to return to his family tree after
being swept away by various people and animals. The story emphasizes
perseverance and the importance of home. With lively verses and playful
illustrations, it’s a delightful read for children.

6. Zog by Julia Donaldson
Zog is a keen but accident-prone dragon who attends dragon school to learn
flying, roaring, and other dragon skills. Along the way, he meets a princess
who helps him find his true purpose. The book combines humor and heart,
encouraging children to embrace their unique talents.

7. The Paper Dolls by Julia Donaldson
A little girl creates a chain of paper dolls who follow her through various
adventures. When the dolls are lost, the story reflects on memory and
imagination. The gentle narrative and beautiful illustrations create a
nostalgic and tender mood.

8. The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson
This story tells of a tiny snail who longs to see the world and hitches a



ride on a whale. Together, they explore vast oceans and face dangers,
highlighting themes of friendship and bravery. The rhythmic text and stunning
illustrations make it an engaging tale.

9. What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson
A clever ladybird overhears a plot by two thieves to steal a prize cow and
devises a plan to stop them. The story emphasizes cleverness and teamwork,
with repetitive rhymes that engage young readers. The colorful illustrations
add to the lively storytelling.
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