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the us euthanasia society is presently called Compassion & Choices, a
prominent organization advocating for end-of-life options in the United
States. This group, formerly known as the Hemlock Society, has played a
pivotal role in shaping public discourse and legislation related to
euthanasia, physician-assisted death, and patients' rights to die with
dignity. Over the decades, the society has evolved its mission and expanded
its focus to encompass a broad spectrum of end-of-life care choices,
including advance directives and palliative care. Understanding this
transformation provides valuable insight into the history, ethical debates,
and legislative progress surrounding euthanasia in America. This article
explores the origins of the US euthanasia society, its rebranding to
Compassion & Choices, its mission and activities, and the broader context of
euthanasia advocacy in the United States.
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History of the US Euthanasia Society
The US euthanasia society traces its roots back to the early 1980s when it
was founded as the Hemlock Society. Named after the poisonous plant
associated with the death of the philosopher Socrates, the Hemlock Society
was established to advocate for the right to die with dignity through
euthanasia and assisted suicide. The organization sought to challenge
existing laws and social norms that prohibited assisted death and to support
terminally ill patients seeking control over their end-of-life decisions.

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the Hemlock Society became a prominent voice
in debates surrounding euthanasia, providing resources, education, and
support for individuals and families. The society also engaged in public
awareness campaigns and worked toward legislative changes aimed at legalizing
physician-assisted death in various states.



Rebranding to Compassion & Choices
In 2003, the Hemlock Society merged with another advocacy group, the
Compassion In Dying Federation, resulting in the formation of Compassion &
Choices. This rebranding reflected a strategic shift to emphasize a broader
range of end-of-life options beyond euthanasia alone. The new name
underscored the organization's commitment to compassion and patient autonomy
in making informed choices about death and dying.

Compassion & Choices expanded its focus to include promoting advance care
planning, hospice and palliative care access, and legal protections for
patients. The organization aimed to provide comprehensive support for
individuals seeking to navigate the complex ethical and legal aspects of end-
of-life decisions.

Mission and Advocacy Efforts
The mission of Compassion & Choices is to empower individuals with
information and resources to make informed end-of-life decisions while
advocating for policies that respect patient autonomy and dignity. The
organization promotes several key initiatives:

Legalizing and expanding access to medical aid in dying for terminally
ill adults

Educating the public on advance directives and living wills

Improving quality and availability of palliative and hospice care

Supporting legislative efforts to protect patients' rights

Providing counseling and advocacy services for patients and families

Compassion & Choices engages in lobbying efforts at state and federal levels,
participates in legal cases, and collaborates with healthcare providers to
promote ethical practices in end-of-life care.

Legal and Ethical Context in the United States
The US euthanasia society is presently called Compassion & Choices, operating
within a complex legal and ethical landscape. Euthanasia and physician-
assisted suicide remain controversial topics, with laws varying significantly
across states. While active euthanasia is illegal throughout the United
States, several states have enacted Death with Dignity laws permitting
terminally ill patients to obtain prescription medication to end their lives
voluntarily.

The ethical debate centers on balancing respect for patient autonomy with



concerns about potential abuses, moral objections, and the role of medical
professionals. Compassion & Choices advocates for clear safeguards, informed
consent, and robust protections to ensure ethical compliance in end-of-life
choices.

States with Death with Dignity Laws
As of recent years, multiple states have legalized medical aid in dying under
strict conditions, including:

Oregon

Washington

California

Colorado

Vermont

Hawaii

Maine

New Jersey

New Mexico

Compassion & Choices has been instrumental in supporting legislation and
public education campaigns in these states to ensure access and compliance.

Impact on Public Policy and Awareness
The transformation of the US euthanasia society into Compassion & Choices
marks a significant advancement in public policy and societal awareness
regarding end-of-life rights. The organization’s advocacy has contributed to
expanding legal options, increasing public knowledge, and reducing stigma
around assisted death and hospice care.

By providing educational materials, engaging in media outreach, and
supporting patients and families, Compassion & Choices continues to influence
the national conversation on euthanasia and end-of-life care. Their work
underscores the importance of compassionate, patient-centered approaches in
healthcare and law.

Through persistent efforts, the organization fosters an environment where
individuals can face terminal illness with dignity, empowered by choices that
reflect their values and wishes.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current name of the US Euthanasia
Society?
The US Euthanasia Society is presently called Compassion & Choices.

When did the US Euthanasia Society change its name
to Compassion & Choices?
The US Euthanasia Society changed its name to Compassion & Choices in 2003.

Why did the US Euthanasia Society change its name to
Compassion & Choices?
The organization changed its name to Compassion & Choices to better reflect
its broader mission of promoting end-of-life options and patient rights
beyond euthanasia.

What is the mission of Compassion & Choices,
formerly known as the US Euthanasia Society?
Compassion & Choices advocates for expanded end-of-life options, including
medical aid in dying, improved palliative care, and patients' rights to make
informed choices.

Is Compassion & Choices focused only on euthanasia?
No, Compassion & Choices focuses on a range of end-of-life issues, including
medical aid in dying, advance care planning, and hospice care.

Where is Compassion & Choices, formerly the US
Euthanasia Society, headquartered?
Compassion & Choices is headquartered in Washington, D.C.

How can someone support Compassion & Choices?
Individuals can support Compassion & Choices by donating, volunteering,
advocating for end-of-life legislation, and spreading awareness.

Does Compassion & Choices provide legal assistance?
Yes, Compassion & Choices provides legal resources and assistance related to
end-of-life options and rights.



What major legislation has Compassion & Choices
influenced?
Compassion & Choices has played a significant role in advocating for and
passing medical aid-in-dying laws in several US states.

How can I learn more about Compassion & Choices?
You can learn more by visiting their official website at
compassionandchoices.org.

Additional Resources
1. Death with Dignity: The History and Impact of the Euthanasia Movement in
America
This book explores the origins and evolution of the euthanasia movement in
the United States, focusing on key organizations, including the group
formerly known as the Euthanasia Society of America. It examines the ethical,
legal, and social debates surrounding assisted dying and how public
perception has changed over time. The narrative provides insights into the
motivations of advocates and opponents alike.

2. Compassion and Choice: The Modern Face of the Euthanasia Society
Detailing the transformation of the Euthanasia Society of America into
Compassion & Choices, this book chronicles the organization's efforts to
promote end-of-life options. It highlights landmark legal cases, advocacy
campaigns, and the shifting landscape of assisted dying legislation. The
authors emphasize the importance of patient autonomy and compassionate care
in terminal illness.

3. Right to Die: Ethical and Legal Perspectives from the US Euthanasia
Society
This volume presents a comprehensive analysis of the ethical and legal issues
addressed by the Euthanasia Society of America and its successors. It
includes essays from leading bioethicists, legal scholars, and medical
professionals who debate the morality of euthanasia and physician-assisted
suicide. The book serves as a foundational text for understanding the
complexities of end-of-life decision-making.

4. Voices for Dignity: Personal Stories from the Euthanasia Society Movement
Featuring firsthand accounts from patients, advocates, and healthcare
providers, this book humanizes the euthanasia debate. It shares moving
narratives that illustrate the struggles faced by those seeking control over
their dying process. Through these stories, readers gain a deeper
appreciation of the emotional and ethical dimensions involved.

5. From Controversy to Change: The Euthanasia Society’s Role in US
Legislation
This book examines the pivotal role played by the Euthanasia Society of



America and its successors in shaping laws related to assisted dying. It
details legislative battles, ballot initiatives, and court rulings that have
influenced public policy. The analysis includes the impact of advocacy on
states like Oregon, Washington, and California.

6. End-of-Life Choices: The Legacy of the US Euthanasia Society
Focusing on the broader implications of the euthanasia movement, this book
discusses how the legacy of the Euthanasia Society of America continues to
affect healthcare practices. Topics include palliative care, advanced
directives, and patient rights. The book also reflects on ongoing challenges
and future directions in end-of-life care.

7. The Compassionate Path: How the Euthanasia Society Changed American
Attitudes
This work traces the cultural shift in attitudes toward death and dying
influenced by the advocacy of the Euthanasia Society. It explores media
portrayals, public opinion trends, and the role of education in fostering
acceptance of assisted dying. The book argues that compassion and choice have
become central to contemporary discussions on death.

8. Legalizing Mercy: The Campaigns Behind the US Euthanasia Society’s
Successes
Detailing the strategic campaigns led by the Euthanasia Society of America
and Compassion & Choices, this book reveals the political and grassroots
efforts behind the legalization of physician-assisted death in several
states. It offers an inside look at advocacy tactics, coalition-building, and
overcoming opposition. Readers gain an understanding of how social movements
can effect legal reform.

9. Ethics at the End: Debates Inspired by the US Euthanasia Society
This collection of essays and debates captures the ongoing ethical questions
that the euthanasia movement raises. Contributors include philosophers,
theologians, and medical experts who discuss topics such as autonomy,
sanctity of life, and the role of healthcare providers. The book encourages
readers to critically engage with the moral dimensions of assisted dying.
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