
the watergate scandal worksheet answers

the watergate scandal worksheet answers provide essential insights and detailed explanations
regarding one of the most significant political controversies in American history. This article
explores the key elements associated with the Watergate scandal, offering comprehensive answers
that clarify its background, major players, events, and consequences. By understanding these
worksheet answers, students and history enthusiasts can gain a clearer perspective on how the
scandal unfolded and its lasting impact on U.S. politics. The content includes a thorough breakdown
of the timeline, the investigative processes, and the legal ramifications faced by those involved.
Additionally, this article will highlight the importance of the Watergate scandal in shaping modern
political accountability and media influence. The following sections will guide readers through
important aspects, ensuring a well-rounded grasp of the topic.

Overview of the Watergate Scandal

Key Figures Involved in the Scandal

Major Events and Timeline

Investigation and Legal Proceedings

Impact and Legacy of the Watergate Scandal

Overview of the Watergate Scandal
The Watergate scandal was a major political scandal that occurred in the United States during the
early 1970s. It centered around the break-in at the Democratic National Committee headquarters
located in the Watergate office complex in Washington, D.C., and the subsequent cover-up efforts by
members of President Richard Nixon's administration. The scandal exposed widespread abuses of
power and corruption within the executive branch, ultimately leading to President Nixon’s
resignation. Understanding the overview is crucial for answering questions on any worksheet related
to the Watergate scandal, as it sets the foundation for more specific inquiries.

Background and Context
The scandal took place during a time of political tension and social upheaval in America. The 1972
presidential election was approaching, and President Nixon sought to secure a second term. The
break-in was part of a broader campaign to gather intelligence on political opponents and
undermine them. This background is essential for understanding why the scandal was both a
political and ethical crisis.



Purpose of the Break-in
The main purpose of the Watergate break-in was to wiretap phones and steal documents from the
Democratic National Committee to gain an advantage in the 1972 election. This illegal activity was
orchestrated by operatives linked to Nixon’s reelection campaign, known as the Committee to Re-
elect the President (CRP or sometimes mockingly “Creep”).

Key Figures Involved in the Scandal
Understanding the key players involved in the Watergate scandal is vital for answering worksheet
questions accurately. These figures range from political operatives to journalists and legal officials
who played critical roles in uncovering the truth and administering justice.

Richard Nixon
Richard Nixon was the 37th President of the United States and the central figure in the Watergate
scandal. His administration’s involvement in the break-in and subsequent cover-up efforts led to his
unprecedented resignation in 1974. Nixon’s role is often a focal point in worksheet answers related
to accountability and presidential power abuse.

Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein
These two Washington Post journalists played a pivotal role in investigating and reporting the
Watergate scandal. Their diligent work helped expose the extent of the scandal and pressured the
government to take action. They are frequently mentioned in worksheet questions about media
influence and investigative journalism.

John Dean and Other White House Aides
John Dean was White House Counsel who became a key witness against Nixon. Several other aides
and operatives, such as G. Gordon Liddy and E. Howard Hunt, were directly involved in planning and
executing the break-in. Their testimonies and legal proceedings are often covered in worksheet
answers regarding the investigation.

Major Events and Timeline
The chronology of events in the Watergate scandal is essential for understanding how the scandal
unfolded and escalated. Providing a detailed timeline helps clarify the sequence of actions and
reactions that defined the scandal.



Initial Break-in and Arrests
On June 17, 1972, five men were arrested inside the Democratic National Committee headquarters
at the Watergate complex. They were caught attempting to wiretap phones and steal documents.
This event triggered the investigation that eventually implicated high-level officials.

Subsequent Cover-up Attempts
Following the arrests, Nixon’s administration engaged in efforts to conceal the involvement of the
White House. These included paying hush money to the burglars, obstructing the FBI investigation,
and using government agencies to impede justice. These actions intensified scrutiny and suspicion.

Senate Watergate Committee Hearings
Beginning in 1973, televised Senate hearings brought the scandal into the public eye, revealing
damaging testimony from witnesses. These hearings are a critical part of the timeline and often
discussed in worksheets for their role in exposing the truth.

Release of the White House Tapes
The existence of secret tapes recorded in the Oval Office became a turning point. After prolonged
legal battles, the Supreme Court ordered Nixon to release the tapes, which provided undeniable
evidence of his complicity in the cover-up.

Investigation and Legal Proceedings
The investigation into the Watergate scandal was complex and involved multiple agencies and legal
processes. Detailed knowledge of these proceedings is essential for comprehensive worksheet
answers.

Role of the FBI and Special Prosecutor
The Federal Bureau of Investigation initially investigated the break-in. As the scandal grew, a special
prosecutor was appointed to independently investigate the administration's involvement, ensuring
impartiality in uncovering the truth.

Supreme Court Involvement
The Supreme Court played a decisive role in the scandal by ruling that President Nixon had to
comply with subpoenas to release the White House tapes. This landmark decision reaffirmed the
principle that the president is not above the law.



Resignations and Indictments
The investigation led to the resignation of several administration officials and numerous indictments.
Most notably, President Nixon resigned on August 8, 1974, facing almost certain impeachment. His
resignation marked the first and only time a U.S. president has resigned from office.

Legal Consequences for Participants
Many individuals involved in the break-in and cover-up were prosecuted and convicted. These legal
consequences underscored the scandal’s impact on political and legal accountability in the United
States.

Impact and Legacy of the Watergate Scandal
The Watergate scandal had profound effects on American politics, law, and media. Understanding its
legacy helps contextualize its importance and why worksheet answers often emphasize its
continuing relevance.

Changes in Political Accountability
Watergate led to reforms aimed at increasing transparency and limiting executive power. The
scandal underscored the need for checks and balances and inspired legislation such as the Ethics in
Government Act and the establishment of permanent special prosecutors.

Media’s Role in Government Oversight
The investigative journalism demonstrated during Watergate set a new standard for media scrutiny
of government officials. This legacy highlights the importance of a free press in holding power
accountable, a common theme in educational materials and worksheets.

Public Trust and Political Cynicism
The scandal contributed to a significant decline in public trust toward the government. This cynicism
shaped political discourse and voter behavior in subsequent decades, an aspect often explored in
worksheet discussions on the scandal’s societal impact.

Lessons for Future Generations
Watergate serves as a cautionary tale about abuses of power, the importance of legal and ethical
conduct, and the role of institutions in preserving democracy. The detailed watergate scandal
worksheet answers help ensure these lessons remain accessible and understood by students and
scholars alike.



Background and Context of Watergate

Key Figures: Nixon, Journalists, and Aides

Timeline: Break-in to Resignation

Investigations and Legal Outcomes

Political Reforms and Media Influence

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Watergate scandal worksheet designed to teach?
The Watergate scandal worksheet is designed to teach students about the key events, figures, and
consequences of the Watergate scandal, helping them understand the impact on American politics
and government.

Who were the main individuals involved in the Watergate
scandal covered in the worksheet?
The main individuals typically covered in the worksheet include President Richard Nixon, members
of his administration, the burglars involved in the break-in, and investigative journalists like Bob
Woodward and Carl Bernstein.

What was the significance of the Watergate break-in
according to the worksheet answers?
The significance of the Watergate break-in was that it was an illegal attempt by Nixon's
administration to wiretap and gather intelligence on political opponents, which eventually led to a
major political scandal and Nixon's resignation.

How does the worksheet explain the role of the media during
the Watergate scandal?
The worksheet explains that the media, particularly The Washington Post, played a crucial role by
investigating and exposing the scandal, which increased public awareness and pressure that
contributed to the scandal's unraveling.

What were the key outcomes of the Watergate scandal as
outlined in the worksheet answers?
Key outcomes included President Nixon's resignation, increased skepticism toward government
officials, reforms in campaign finance laws, and greater emphasis on transparency and



accountability in government.

Additional Resources
1. All the President's Men
This classic book by Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein details the investigative reporting that
uncovered the Watergate scandal. It provides an insider's look at the journalistic process and the
challenges faced while exposing political corruption. The book is a foundational text for
understanding the Watergate scandal and its impact on American politics.

2. Watergate: The Corruption of American Politics and the Fall of Richard Nixon
Written by Fred Emery, this comprehensive account explores the Watergate scandal from its origins
to Nixon’s resignation. Emery combines detailed research with engaging narrative to explain how
the political and legal systems were tested during this tumultuous period. The book also examines
the scandal’s long-term effects on governance and public trust.

3. Silent Coup: The Removal of a President
By Len Colodny and Robert Gettlin, this controversial book argues that the Watergate scandal was
part of a broader conspiracy to remove Nixon from office. It challenges traditional narratives and
offers alternative perspectives on the motives and players involved. The book is provocative and
encourages readers to reconsider accepted historical accounts.

4. The Watergate Crisis
This concise work by Michael A. Genovese provides a clear and straightforward overview of the
Watergate scandal. It covers the key events, major figures, and legal proceedings, making it an
excellent resource for students and anyone seeking a quick but thorough understanding. The book
also includes discussion questions and summaries for educational use.

5. High Crimes: The Fate of Richard Nixon
Written by Jules Witcover, this book offers a detailed narrative of Nixon’s presidency and downfall.
Witcover draws on extensive interviews and archival materials to present a vivid portrait of the
political intrigue and legal battles surrounding Watergate. The book provides insight into Nixon’s
character and the consequences of political power abused.

6. Watergate: A New History
G. Gordon Liddy, a key figure in the Watergate break-in, offers his perspective in this memoir-style
book. Liddy recounts the planning and execution of the burglary, as well as his views on the
scandal’s aftermath. This insider account gives readers a unique look at the scandal from one of its
principal participants.

7. The Nixon Tapes: 1971-1972
Edited by Douglas Brinkley and Luke A. Nichter, this book compiles and analyzes transcripts from
the secret White House tapes recorded during Nixon’s presidency. These tapes provide direct
evidence of Nixon’s involvement in the Watergate cover-up and his administration’s inner workings.
The book is a valuable resource for understanding the scandal through primary source material.

8. Watergate and Afterward: The Legacy of a Scandal
This analytical book by Stanley I. Kutler examines the broader implications of Watergate on
American politics and law. Kutler discusses the constitutional crises triggered by the scandal and
how it reshaped public expectations of government transparency. The book also explores reforms



and changes in political culture stemming from Watergate.

9. Fixing the Presidents: The Watergate Scandal and Its Lessons
Aimed at students and educators, this workbook-style resource offers detailed worksheets, activities,
and answer keys related to the Watergate scandal. It helps readers engage critically with the
historical events and understand the scandal’s significance. The book is designed to complement
classroom instruction and facilitate deeper learning.
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