
the wednesday wars

the wednesday wars is a critically acclaimed young adult novel written by Gary D.
Schmidt. Set in the late 1960s, the story follows the life of Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-
grader navigating the challenges of adolescence, school, and the turbulent social issues of
the time. The book combines humor, historical context, and coming-of-age themes to offer
a rich narrative that resonates with readers of all ages. This article explores the plot,
characters, themes, and historical background of the novel, as well as its reception and
impact in the literary world. Additionally, insights into the author's inspiration and writing
style will be discussed to provide a comprehensive understanding of this notable work. The
following sections will guide readers through an in-depth analysis of "the wednesday wars"
and its significance in young adult literature.
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Overview of The Wednesday Wars
"The Wednesday Wars" is a novel set during the 1967-1968 school year, centering on
Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grade student in a small town on Long Island, New York. The
story unfolds as Holling is left to spend Wednesday afternoons alone with his teacher, Mrs.
Baker, while the rest of his classmates attend religious classes. This unusual arrangement
leads to a series of personal and educational experiences that shape Holling's growth. The
book captures the complexities of adolescence through a blend of humor, drama, and
historical elements. It is a coming-of-age story that explores friendship, family dynamics,
and the societal tensions of the Vietnam War era.

Plot Summary
The novel begins with Holling feeling isolated due to his teacher’s misunderstanding and
the bullying from his classmates. Over time, he develops an unexpected bond with Mrs.
Baker, who encourages him to challenge himself academically and personally. Throughout
the school year, Holling confronts various challenges, including his overbearing father’s



expectations, the threat of the Vietnam War, and his own desires for independence. The
narrative is punctuated by events such as Shakespearean plays, baseball games, and
moments of personal reflection, all contributing to Holling’s maturation.

Setting
The setting of "the wednesday wars" plays a crucial role in establishing the mood and social
environment of the story. The novel is primarily set in a suburban Long Island town during
the late 1960s, a period marked by cultural shifts and political unrest. The school, Holling’s
home, and the surrounding community reflect the era’s atmosphere, providing an authentic
backdrop that enhances the reader's immersion. The historical setting influences the
characters’ experiences and decisions, making the story both educational and engaging.

Main Characters
The characters in "the wednesday wars" are well-developed and contribute significantly to
the narrative's depth. Each character represents various facets of 1960s American society,
enriching the story’s thematic complexity.

Holling Hoodhood
Holling is the protagonist of the novel, a smart but misunderstood seventh grader dealing
with pressure from his family and peers. His journey involves learning to stand up for
himself, developing empathy, and embracing his identity. Holling’s perspective drives the
story, providing insight into the challenges faced by young adolescents during a tumultuous
time.

Mrs. Baker
Mrs. Baker is Holling’s teacher, initially perceived as strict but ultimately revealed to be
caring and supportive. Her encouragement helps Holling grow intellectually and
emotionally. She also serves as a moral compass and a bridge between Holling and the
broader world, including literature and current events.

Supporting Characters

Doug Swieteck – Holling’s best friend, a tough but loyal classmate who has faced his
own hardships.

Micky – A classmate who initially bullies Holling but undergoes his own development.

Holling’s Family – Including his demanding father and protective sister, contributing to
the familial tension.



Themes and Motifs
"The wednesday wars" explores several enduring themes that resonate with readers,
making it a significant work in young adult literature.

Coming of Age
The novel is fundamentally a coming-of-age story that follows Holling’s transition from
childhood to adolescence. His experiences reflect the universal challenges of growing up,
such as identity formation, friendship, and coping with change.

War and Society
The backdrop of the Vietnam War introduces themes of conflict, fear, and societal division.
The novel portrays how the war affects individuals and communities, highlighting the
impact of national events on personal lives.

Family and Relationships
Family dynamics are central to the story, particularly Holling’s relationship with his father
and sister. These relationships explore themes of expectation, loyalty, and communication.

Literature and Learning
Throughout the novel, Shakespearean plays and other literary references serve as motifs
that parallel Holling’s own experiences, emphasizing the value of education and reflection.

Historical Context
The historical setting of "the wednesday wars" is integral to its narrative, providing a vivid
portrayal of American life during the late 1960s.

Vietnam War Influence
The Vietnam War is a persistent presence in the novel, shaping the characters’ attitudes
and the community’s atmosphere. It introduces themes of protest, patriotism, and the
moral complexities of war.



Cultural and Social Change
The era’s social upheaval, including civil rights movements and generational shifts, forms a
subtle but important backdrop. These elements influence the characters’ worldviews and
the story’s progression.

Education in the 1960s
The novel highlights aspects of the educational system during the period, including the role
of religion, discipline, and curriculum, which differ significantly from contemporary
schooling.

Author Gary D. Schmidt
Gary D. Schmidt is an esteemed author known for his contributions to young adult
literature. His background and writing style heavily influence "the wednesday wars."

Biography
Schmidt is a professor and writer who has received numerous accolades for his work. His
experiences as an educator and his interest in history and literature shape his storytelling
approach.

Writing Style
The author employs a narrative style that blends humor, realism, and historical detail. His
use of first-person perspective allows readers to connect deeply with Holling’s character
and experiences.

Reception and Awards
"The wednesday wars" has been widely praised by critics and readers for its engaging story
and educational value.

Critical Acclaim
The novel has received positive reviews for its authentic portrayal of adolescence and
effective integration of historical context. Critics commend its balance of humor and serious
themes.



Awards and Honors

Newbery Honor Book

Boston Globe–Horn Book Award

Christopher Award

Parents’ Choice Award

Impact and Legacy
"The wednesday wars" continues to be a staple in middle school and young adult reading
lists, valued for its educational and literary merits.

Educational Use
The novel is frequently used in classrooms to teach historical context, character
development, and literary analysis, making it a valuable resource for educators.

Cultural Significance
Its honest portrayal of adolescence against a backdrop of historical change has secured its
place as a modern classic in young adult literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Wednesday Wars'?
The Wednesday Wars follows Holling Hoodhood, a seventh grader in 1967, who spends
Wednesday afternoons alone with his teacher while his classmates attend religious
instruction, navigating personal challenges and historical events.

Who is the author of 'The Wednesday Wars'?
The author of 'The Wednesday Wars' is Gary D. Schmidt.

What historical events are featured in 'The Wednesday
Wars'?
The novel incorporates significant 1960s events such as the Vietnam War, the assassination



of Martin Luther King Jr., and the Apollo moon landing.

What themes are explored in 'The Wednesday Wars'?
Themes include coming of age, friendship, family dynamics, courage, and dealing with
change during turbulent times.

Is 'The Wednesday Wars' appropriate for middle school
readers?
Yes, 'The Wednesday Wars' is widely recommended for middle school readers due to its
relatable protagonist and engaging portrayal of historical events.

Has 'The Wednesday Wars' won any awards?
Yes, 'The Wednesday Wars' has received several accolades, including a Newbery Honor in
2008.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Wednesday Wars'?
As of now, there are no major film or television adaptations of 'The Wednesday Wars,' but it
remains popular in schools and libraries.

What is the significance of the title 'The Wednesday
Wars'?
The title refers to the Wednesdays when Holling Hoodhood's classmates attend religious
instruction, leaving him alone with his teacher, which leads to unique experiences and
growth.

How does Holling's relationship with his teacher evolve
in 'The Wednesday Wars'?
Initially strained, Holling's relationship with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, grows into a supportive
and understanding bond that helps him navigate personal and historical challenges.

Additional Resources
1. The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt
Set during the 1967 school year, this coming-of-age novel follows Holling Hoodhood as he
navigates seventh grade amid the Vietnam War, family challenges, and his complex
relationship with his teacher, Mrs. Baker. The story blends humor, history, and heart,
highlighting the trials of adolescence against a turbulent backdrop. Readers experience
Holling’s growth as he learns about courage, friendship, and standing up for what’s right.

2. Okay for Now by Gary D. Schmidt
A companion novel to The Wednesday Wars, this book centers on Doug Swieteck, a tough



kid with a troubled family life who finds solace and hope through art and friendship. Set in
the same era, Doug’s story complements Holling’s by exploring themes of resilience,
kindness, and the transformative power of creativity. It’s a heartfelt tale about overcoming
adversity and finding one’s place in the world.

3. Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
Told through free verse poetry, this novel captures the harsh realities of the Dust Bowl
during the Great Depression. It follows Billie Jo, a young girl coping with loss, hardship, and
the struggle to keep her family together. Like The Wednesday Wars, it combines historical
context with personal growth, offering a poignant look at resilience in difficult times.

4. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Set during the Great Depression, this story follows Bud Caldwell, a ten-year-old orphan on a
quest to find his father. Through humor and adventure, the novel touches on themes of
family, identity, and hope. Its historical setting and young protagonist’s journey make it a
great companion read to The Wednesday Wars.

5. Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson
This historical novel tells the story of Mattie Cook as she navigates the yellow fever
epidemic in Philadelphia. The book explores survival, courage, and coming of age in the
face of crisis. Like The Wednesday Wars, it combines historical events with the personal
growth of a young protagonist.

6. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
Set in the Deep South during the 1930s, this novel follows Cassie Logan and her family as
they face racism and injustice. The story explores themes of family, courage, and social
justice, paralleling the historical awareness and moral growth found in The Wednesday
Wars. It’s a powerful narrative about standing up for what’s right.

7. Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson
This novel tells the story of Isabel, a young enslaved girl during the American Revolution
who fights for her freedom and the freedom of others. It offers insight into a turbulent
period of American history, much like The Wednesday Wars, and centers on a courageous
young protagonist. The book highlights themes of resilience and the fight for justice.

8. Wonder by R.J. Palacio
A contemporary novel about August Pullman, a boy with a facial difference starting school
for the first time. Though set in a different era, it shares The Wednesday Wars’ themes of
empathy, acceptance, and personal growth. The story encourages kindness and
understanding, resonating with readers of all ages.

9. Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
This novel explores the life of Stargirl Caraway, an unconventional and free-spirited student
who challenges the norms of her high school. Themes of individuality, nonconformity, and
self-discovery align with the coming-of-age elements found in The Wednesday Wars. It’s an
engaging story about the impact one person can have on a community.
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