
the westmores of hollywood
the westmores of hollywood represent one of the most influential families in the history
of film and television makeup artistry. Spanning multiple generations, the Westmore
family established a legacy that shaped Hollywood's golden age and continues to impact
the entertainment industry today. Known for their pioneering techniques and creative
innovations, the Westmores introduced new standards for character makeup, special
effects, and beauty transformations. This article explores the origins of the Westmore
family, their key members, groundbreaking contributions, and lasting influence on
Hollywood makeup. Additionally, the discussion covers the family’s expansion into modern
media and their role in educating future artists. The following sections provide a detailed
overview of the Westmores’ enduring legacy in Hollywood’s makeup artistry.
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Origins and Early History of the Westmore Family
The Westmore family traces its roots back to the early 20th century when George
Westmore established the first professional makeup department in Hollywood.
Recognizing the need for specialized makeup artists in the burgeoning film industry,
George’s vision laid the foundation for a dynasty that would define cinematic beauty and
character portrayal. His work in silent films emphasized the importance of makeup for
visual storytelling, a concept that was revolutionary at the time. The family’s involvement
grew as George’s sons followed in his footsteps, each contributing unique skills and
expanding the family’s influence across major studios. The Westmores quickly became
synonymous with excellence in makeup artistry, setting industry standards that remain
influential.

Key Figures in the Westmore Family
The Westmore family’s legacy is carried by several prominent members who achieved
remarkable success and fame in Hollywood. Each contributed distinct talents and
innovations that propelled the family’s reputation forward.



George Westmore
George Westmore is the patriarch of the family and pioneer of professional makeup
artistry in Hollywood. He established the first makeup department at a film studio and was
instrumental in developing early techniques that transformed actors’ appearances for the
camera.

Monte Westmore
Monte, George’s eldest son, was known for his skill in character makeup and special
effects. He worked on many classic films during Hollywood’s golden age, influencing the
look of iconic movie stars and memorable characters.

Michael Westmore
Michael Westmore expanded the family’s legacy into modern cinema and television. His
work on the Star Trek franchise earned him multiple awards and showcased the family’s
adaptability to new makeup technologies and prosthetics.

George Westmore: Founder and innovator

Monte Westmore: Specialist in character makeup

Michael Westmore: Modern effects and television makeup

Wally Westmore: Influential studio makeup artist

Bud Westmore: Pioneer in monster and fantasy makeup

Innovations and Contributions to Hollywood
Makeup
The Westmores introduced numerous innovations that transformed makeup artistry in
Hollywood. Their techniques not only enhanced actor appearances but also contributed to
storytelling through makeup design. These advancements include:

Creation of the Studio Makeup Department
George Westmore’s establishment of the first dedicated makeup department in a movie
studio professionalized the craft. This innovation allowed for consistent and high-quality
makeup application, streamlining film production and elevating the role of makeup artists.



Development of Prosthetic Makeup
The family pioneered prosthetic makeup techniques that enabled dramatic character
transformations, from aging effects to fantastical creatures. These methods expanded the
possibilities for visual storytelling in film and television.

Special Effects Makeup
Members like Bud Westmore specialized in monster makeup and special effects, creating
iconic looks for horror and science fiction genres that remain influential today.

Beauty and Glamour Makeup
The Westmores were also experts in enhancing starlets’ beauty for the silver screen,
perfecting techniques that highlighted facial features and complemented lighting and
cinematography.

Professionalization of makeup artistry

Innovative prosthetic applications

Special effects and monster makeup

Techniques for glamour and beauty

Standardization of makeup for film continuity

The Westmore Legacy in Modern Hollywood
The influence of the Westmores continues strongly in contemporary Hollywood makeup
artistry. Their pioneering work laid the groundwork for today’s makeup departments, and
family members remain active in the industry.

Continued Family Involvement
Several descendants of the Westmore family continue to work as makeup artists in film
and television, maintaining the family tradition of excellence and innovation.

Recognition and Awards
The Westmores have received numerous accolades, including Academy Awards and
Emmys, recognizing their groundbreaking contributions to makeup and special effects



artistry.

Influence on Popular Culture
Iconic characters and star images shaped by the Westmores have left a lasting impact on
popular culture, influencing makeup trends and standards beyond the entertainment
industry.

Education and Influence on Future Generations
Beyond their direct work in film and television, the Westmore family has played an
important role in educating and mentoring new generations of makeup artists.

The Westmore Academy
The Westmore Academy of Cosmetic Arts was established to provide professional training
for aspiring makeup artists. It offers comprehensive programs covering beauty, theatrical,
and special effects makeup.

Mentorship and Workshops
Members of the Westmore family have conducted workshops and mentorship programs,
sharing their extensive knowledge and techniques with students and professionals
worldwide.

Legacy in Makeup Education
The family’s dedication to education ensures that their innovative approaches and
standards continue to influence the makeup industry for years to come.

Comprehensive curriculum covering all aspects of makeup artistry1.

Hands-on training with industry professionals2.

Focus on innovation and creativity3.

Preparation for careers in film, television, and theater4.

Promotion of professional standards in makeup artistry5.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Westmores of Hollywood?
The Westmores were a prominent family of makeup artists in Hollywood, known for their
significant contributions to the film industry's makeup artistry from the early 20th century
onward.

How did the Westmore family influence Hollywood
makeup?
The Westmore family pioneered many makeup techniques and set standards for
professional makeup artistry in Hollywood, helping to shape the visual style of classic and
modern films.

Which famous films featured makeup work by the
Westmores?
The Westmores worked on numerous iconic films, including classics like "Gone with the
Wind," "Ben-Hur," and many others, often creating memorable character looks.

Are there any museums or exhibits dedicated to the
Westmores?
Yes, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences has featured exhibits highlighting
the Westmore family's contributions, and there are collections showcasing their tools and
makeup designs.

Did the Westmore family establish any makeup schools
or businesses?
The Westmores founded professional makeup studios and trained many makeup artists,
helping to professionalize and elevate the craft within the film industry.

Who are some notable members of the Westmore
family?
Notable members include Monte Westmore, Perc Westmore, Wally Westmore, Bud
Westmore, and Michael Westmore, each contributing uniquely to Hollywood makeup
artistry.

Is the Westmore legacy still present in Hollywood today?
Yes, the Westmore legacy continues through descendants who work in the industry and
through the lasting influence of their techniques and standards in contemporary film
makeup artistry.



Additional Resources
1. The Westmores of Hollywood: A Dynasty of Glamour
This book explores the legendary Westmore family, often called the first family of
Hollywood makeup. Spanning several generations, it delves into how the Westmores
shaped the film industry’s visual style through their innovative makeup techniques.
Readers gain insight into the personal lives and professional triumphs of key family
members who left an indelible mark on Hollywood.

2. Behind the Scenes with the Westmores
Offering an insider’s look, this book reveals the creative processes and challenges faced
by the Westmore family as they worked on classic Hollywood films. It includes anecdotes
from actors, directors, and makeup artists who collaborated with the Westmores. The
narrative highlights how the family’s artistry contributed to the golden age of cinema.

3. Makeup Magic: The Westmore Legacy in Film
This title focuses on the technical innovations introduced by the Westmore family in
makeup artistry. It covers their pioneering work in prosthetics, special effects makeup,
and character design. The book also discusses how their creativity influenced subsequent
generations of makeup artists in Hollywood and beyond.

4. The Faces of Hollywood: Westmore’s Influence on Celebrity Image
Exploring the relationship between makeup and celebrity culture, this book shows how the
Westmores crafted the iconic looks of Hollywood stars. It examines the role of makeup in
shaping public perception and star personas. The Westmore family’s impact on fashion
and beauty trends is also a key theme.

5. Westmore: The Art and Science of Hollywood Makeup
Blending artistry with technical detail, this book offers a comprehensive overview of the
Westmores’ makeup techniques and innovations. It includes interviews with family
members and industry experts, alongside rare photographs and sketches. The text
highlights how the Westmores balanced creativity with scientific precision.

6. Hollywood’s Royal Family of Makeup: The Westmores
This biography-style book chronicles the rise of the Westmore family from modest
beginnings to Hollywood royalty. It details their entrepreneurial spirit, business ventures,
and lasting contributions to the entertainment industry. The narrative also touches on
personal dramas and the family’s enduring legacy.

7. Glamour and Grit: The Westmore Family Story
This title offers a candid portrayal of the Westmore family, revealing the struggles behind
their glamorous public image. It discusses the pressures of fame, industry competition,
and the family dynamics that influenced their careers. Readers gain a nuanced
understanding of the human side of Hollywood’s makeup pioneers.

8. Crafting Characters: Westmore Makeup Techniques Through the Decades
Focusing on the evolution of makeup artistry, this book traces how the Westmores adapted
their techniques to changing film styles and technologies. It features step-by-step
breakdowns of iconic makeup looks created by the family. The book serves as both a
historical reference and a practical guide for makeup artists.



9. The Westmore Influence: Hollywood Makeup’s Lasting Impact
This book analyzes the broader cultural and artistic impact of the Westmore family on
Hollywood and beyond. It explores how their innovations have influenced television,
theater, and modern digital effects. The Westmores’ role in establishing makeup as a
crucial element of storytelling is thoroughly examined.
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