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The Wrong Side of Goodbye is the 19th installment in the renowned Harry Bosch
series written by Michael Connelly. Released in 2016, this novel continues to
explore the life of the iconic detective Harry Bosch, who is now a private
investigator after retiring from the LAPD. This book not only deepens the
narrative of Bosch's character but also intertwines various themes such as
loyalty, justice, and the complexities of human relationships. As the 28th
book in the broader Harry Bosch universe, it showcases Connelly's ability to
craft intricate plots that resonate with readers.

Overview of the Plot

The narrative of "The Wrong Side of Goodbye" centers on Bosch's investigation
into two seemingly unrelated cases. The first involves a wealthy, elderly
man, Whitney Vance, who hires Bosch to discover if he has any living heirs.
The second case is a cold case that Bosch stumbles upon, involving a young
woman who was murdered years earlier. The intertwining of these two plots
showcases the complexities of Bosch’s character as he grapples with personal
and professional dilemmas.

The Case of Whitney Vance

Whitney Vance is a reclusive millionaire who believes he may have a long-lost
heir. He hires Bosch to investigate his family history and determine whether
any descendants exist. This case is significant for several reasons:

- Wealth and Isolation: Vance's character represents the isolation that comes
with immense wealth. Despite his riches, he is lonely and yearning for
connection.
- Legacy: The quest for an heir raises questions about legacy and what we
leave behind when we die. Bosch's investigation is not just about finding an
heir but also about understanding Vance's life and choices.
- Moral Dilemmas: Bosch faces ethical challenges as he digs into Vance's
past, revealing secrets that may have been better left buried.

The Cold Case Investigation

As Bosch delves into Vance's case, he becomes increasingly drawn to the cold
case of a young woman named Daisy Clayton, who was murdered years ago. This
subplot serves as a poignant reminder of the unsolved crimes and the victims
who often remain forgotten. Key aspects of this investigation include:

- Emotional Impact: Bosch's emotional engagement with Daisy's case highlights
his commitment to justice and the suffering of victims' families.
- Interconnectedness: The intertwining of Vance's case with Daisy’s murder
serves to illustrate the often complex and chaotic nature of life, where
wealth and privilege can obscure the pain of others.
- Justice and Closure: Bosch’s pursuit of the truth in Daisy's case reflects



his unwavering dedication to providing closure, not just for the victims but
also for their loved ones.

Character Development

In "The Wrong Side of Goodbye," Michael Connelly masterfully develops both
Harry Bosch and supporting characters, deepening their backstories and
emotional arcs.

Harry Bosch

Bosch has always been defined by his relentless pursuit of justice. In this
novel, several aspects of his character are explored:

- Transition to Private Investigator: Bosch’s transition from police
detective to private investigator allows him more freedom but also introduces
new challenges. He must navigate the ethical and practical implications of
working outside the police force.
- Personal Struggles: Bosch grapples with his past, including his
relationships with his daughter, Maddie, and his former colleagues. The novel
highlights his desire to be a good father while also pursuing his passion for
solving crimes.
- Moral Complexity: Bosch's decisions often reflect a moral complexity that
challenges the black-and-white notions of justice. His willingness to bend
rules for the sake of truth showcases his dedication but also raises
questions about the means justifying the ends.

Supporting Characters

The novel features a range of supporting characters that contribute to the
richness of the narrative:

- Whitney Vance: Vance is portrayed as a tragic figure, embodying the
loneliness and regret that can accompany wealth and power.
- Daisy Clayton's Family: The depiction of Daisy's family adds emotional
depth to the story, illustrating the long-lasting impact of crime on victims’
loved ones.
- Bosch's Colleagues: Interactions with former LAPD colleagues provide
insight into Bosch’s past and the professional relationships that have shaped
him.

Thematic Elements

"The Wrong Side of Goodbye" is rich with themes that resonate throughout the
Harry Bosch universe:

Justice and Redemption



The quest for justice is a central theme in Bosch's life and work. In this
novel, justice is portrayed not only as a legal concept but also as a
personal and moral imperative. Bosch’s pursuit of truth in both Vance’s and
Daisy’s cases reflects his deep-seated belief in the importance of
accountability and closure.

Isolation and Connection

The theme of isolation is prevalent in both Vance’s and Bosch’s lives. While
Vance is wealthy yet lonely, Bosch’s career often leaves him emotionally
distant from those he loves. The narrative explores the human need for
connection, contrasting the solitude of wealth with the bonds of family and
friendship.

The Complexity of Relationships

Relationships are at the heart of the narrative, whether it’s Bosch's
relationship with his daughter, his interactions with clients, or the
dynamics between victims and their families. Connelly skillfully weaves these
relationships into the fabric of the story, revealing the challenges and
rewards of human connections.

Conclusion

"The Wrong Side of Goodbye" is a compelling addition to Michael Connelly's
Harry Bosch universe. Through intricate plotting, rich character development,
and profound thematic exploration, Connelly invites readers into the complex
world of Harry Bosch. As Bosch navigates the challenges of his dual
investigations, he remains steadfast in his commitment to justice, proving
once again why he is one of the most beloved characters in modern crime
fiction. This novel not only entertains but also prompts readers to reflect
on deeper questions of morality, legacy, and the human experience. In the
end, Bosch’s journey is not just about solving cases; it’s about
understanding the lives and stories of those he encounters along the way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Wrong Side of Goodbye'?

'The Wrong Side of Goodbye' follows Harry Bosch as he investigates a cold
case involving a missing person while also working as a private investigator
for a wealthy businessman who believes someone is trying to kill him.

How does 'The Wrong Side of Goodbye' fit into the
Harry Bosch universe?

It is the 19th installment in the Harry Bosch series and continues to develop
Bosch's character as he navigates both his past and present, intertwining
personal and professional challenges.



Who is the primary antagonist in 'The Wrong Side of
Goodbye'?

The primary antagonist is not clearly defined; rather, Bosch faces multiple
threats from various characters as he delves into the case of a missing woman
and the dangers surrounding his client.

What themes are explored in 'The Wrong Side of
Goodbye'?

Themes of justice, morality, the effects of aging, and the complexities of
human relationships are prominent throughout the novel, as Bosch grapples
with his past decisions.

Does 'The Wrong Side of Goodbye' feature any
returning characters?

Yes, the novel features returning characters, including Bosch's daughter,
Maddie Bosch, who adds depth to his personal life and the narrative.

What makes 'The Wrong Side of Goodbye' a compelling
read?

The book combines a gripping mystery with Bosch's personal growth, intricate
plot twists, and rich character development, keeping readers engaged
throughout.

How does Michael Connelly's writing style contribute
to 'The Wrong Side of Goodbye'?

Connelly's writing is known for its sharp prose, detailed descriptions, and
realistic dialogue, which enhance the tension and authenticity of the story.

What is the significance of the title 'The Wrong Side
of Goodbye'?

The title reflects themes of loss, unresolved issues, and the consequences of
past actions, as characters confront what it means to say goodbye and how it
impacts their lives.

How does Bosch's role as a private investigator
differ from his past as a detective?

As a private investigator, Bosch has more autonomy and faces different
ethical dilemmas, allowing him to explore cases that may not have been
accessible to him as a police officer.

What impact does 'The Wrong Side of Goodbye' have on
the overall Harry Bosch series?

The novel deepens the overarching narrative of Bosch's journey, adding layers
to his character and setting the stage for future developments in the series.
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