
the yards parents guide
The Yards Parents Guide is an essential resource for parents looking to understand the themes,
content, and appropriateness of the film "The Yards." Released in 2000 and directed by James Gray,
this film delves into the gritty realities of crime and betrayal within a close-knit community. It is
crucial for parents to be informed about the film's content, as it addresses complex themes that may
be unsuitable for younger viewers. In this article, we will explore the film's plot, themes, characters,
and specific content considerations to provide a comprehensive parents guide.

Overview of The Yards

The Yards is set in the backdrop of the subway system in New York City and follows the lives of a
group of friends and family members involved in the city's transportation industry. The film stars Mark
Wahlberg, Joaquin Phoenix, Charlize Theron, and James Caan, among others.

Plot Summary

The story revolves around Leo Handler (Mark Wahlberg), who is released from prison after serving
time for a crime related to the subway system. Upon his return, he is drawn back into the world of
crime and corruption that he thought he had left behind. Leo's best friend, Willie (Joaquin Phoenix), is
deeply entrenched in this world, working for a powerful figure in the city's transit system.

As Leo tries to rebuild his life, he becomes embroiled in a series of events that force him to confront
his past and the dangerous dynamics of loyalty and betrayal. The film's tension escalates as Leo
grapples with his desire to stay clean while being pulled back into crime by family ties and the allure
of easy money.

Main Themes

Understanding the themes of "The Yards" is crucial for parents assessing its suitability for their
children. Some of the prominent themes include:

1. Crime and Morality:
- The film explores the moral compromises individuals make when faced with the lure of easy money.
- It raises questions about loyalty and the consequences of living a life of crime.

2. Family and Loyalty:
- Family ties play a significant role in the characters' motivations.
- The film examines how loyalty can both uplift and destroy relationships.

3. Corruption:
- The narrative highlights systemic corruption within the transportation industry.
- Characters navigate a world where ethical lines are blurred, showcasing the impact of corruption on
personal lives.



4. Redemption and Guilt:
- Leo's struggle for redemption is central to the plot.
- The film portrays the weight of guilt that comes with past actions and the quest for forgiveness.

Content Considerations

When evaluating "The Yards" for children and teens, parents should be aware of the following content
elements:

Violence

- The film contains scenes of violence, including:
- Physical altercations between characters.
- Implicit threats of violence that contribute to the film's tension.
- Parents should consider whether their children are mature enough to handle these depictions.

Language

- Profanity is prevalent throughout the film, including:
- Frequent use of strong language.
- Slang and derogatory terms that may not be suitable for younger audiences.
- Parents should assess the impact of such language on their children.

Sexual Content

- There are scenes that involve sexual themes and situations, including:
- References to sexual relationships and infidelity.
- Intimate scenes that may not be appropriate for younger viewers.
- Parents should decide if their children are ready to view such content.

Substance Abuse

- The film includes depictions of substance abuse, specifically:
- Characters engaging in drinking and drug use.
- This aspect can be concerning for parents, as it may influence younger viewers' perceptions of
substance use.



Parental Guidance Ratings

"The Yards" has received various ratings from different organizations, reflecting the film's suitability
for different age groups.

- MPAA Rating: R (Restricted) – Parents are strongly cautioned to provide proper supervision for
children under 17 due to the film's content.
- Common Sense Media Rating: Not Rated – This organization often provides insights based on age-
appropriateness and content analysis.

Parents should consider these ratings while also reflecting on their own values and the maturity level
of their children.

Discussion Points for Parents

Engaging in discussions with your children about the film can be beneficial. Here are some potential
discussion points:

1. Choices and Consequences:
- Discuss how the characters' choices lead to various consequences in their lives.
- Encourage children to think critically about their own choices and the potential outcomes.

2. Impact of Environment:
- Explore how the characters’ surroundings influence their decisions.
- Talk about the importance of a positive environment and role models.

3. Moral Dilemmas:
- Discuss the moral dilemmas faced by the characters.
- Ask your children how they would handle similar situations and what values they would uphold.

4. Family Dynamics:
- Reflect on the role of family in the film and its impact on the characters' actions.
- Discuss the importance of communication and trust within families.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Yards Parents Guide offers valuable insights for parents considering whether to
allow their children to watch this film. With its exploration of complex themes such as crime, morality,
and family loyalty, "The Yards" presents a powerful narrative that may not be suitable for all
audiences. By understanding the film's content and engaging in meaningful discussions with their
children, parents can help foster critical thinking and decision-making skills. Ultimately, the decision
to watch "The Yards" should be made with careful consideration of the child's maturity and the
themes addressed in the film.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Yards' about?
'The Yards' is a crime drama film that revolves around the interconnected lives of individuals involved
in the New York City subway system, touching on themes of corruption and family loyalty.

Is 'The Yards' appropriate for children?
'The Yards' is rated R for strong language, violence, and some sexual content, making it generally
inappropriate for children and requiring parental guidance.

What age group is 'The Yards' suitable for?
'The Yards' is best suited for mature audiences, typically recommended for ages 17 and up due to its
intense scenes and adult themes.

Are there any notable performances in 'The Yards'?
Yes, the film features strong performances from actors such as Mark Wahlberg, Joaquin Phoenix, and
Charlize Theron, contributing to its critical acclaim.

What themes should parents be aware of in 'The Yards'?
Parents should be aware that 'The Yards' explores themes of betrayal, morality, and the impact of
crime on family dynamics, which may prompt discussions about complex issues.

Is there graphic violence in 'The Yards'?
Yes, 'The Yards' includes scenes of graphic violence that may be disturbing to some viewers,
warranting caution for sensitive audiences.

Can 'The Yards' be a teaching moment for teens?
Yes, 'The Yards' can serve as a teaching moment for teens, offering a platform to discuss the
consequences of crime, the importance of integrity, and the complexities of human relationships.
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