
theorizing intersectionality and sexuality genders and
sexualities in the social sciences

Theorizing intersectionality and sexuality genders and sexualities in the social sciences has emerged as a
crucial framework for understanding how various social identities intersect to shape individual experiences
and societal dynamics. Intersectionality, a term coined by legal scholar Kimberlé Crenshaw in the late
1980s, has gained traction across various disciplines, particularly within the social sciences, as scholars strive
to understand the complexities of identity and power. In this article, we will explore the theoretical
foundations of intersectionality, its application to the study of gender and sexuality, and its implications for
social science research.

Theoretical Foundations of Intersectionality

Intersectionality is rooted in a critical examination of how different social categories—such as race, class,
gender, sexuality, and ability—interact and contribute to systemic inequalities. This framework emphasizes
that individuals do not experience discrimination or privilege in isolation; rather, their identities are
interconnected, leading to unique social experiences.


