
these is my words
These Is My Words is a poignant historical novel written by Nancy E. Turner, published in 1999. It is
a deeply moving narrative that captures the struggles and triumphs of a young woman named Sarah
Agnes Prine as she navigates the challenges of life on the American frontier in the late 19th century.
The novel is presented as a series of journal entries, which provides an intimate glimpse into Sarah's
thoughts, emotions, and experiences. This article explores the themes, characters, and impact of
"These Is My Words," while also examining its significance in contemporary literature.

Plot Summary

"These Is My Words" unfolds through the voice of Sarah Agnes Prine, who is born in the Arizona
Territory in 1881. The story begins with her childhood and follows her journey into adulthood,
capturing the harsh realities and beauty of life on the frontier.

Early Life

Sarah's early life is marked by hardship and loss. She is raised in a family that struggles to survive in
a harsh environment. The narrative begins with her experiences as a young girl, learning the ways of
the land and the importance of self-reliance. Key events in her early life include:

- The death of her mother, which leaves her family in disarray.
- The challenges of living in a male-dominated society.
- Her education, which is limited but foundational for her future.

Adulthood and Marriage

As Sarah grows older, she faces the realities of adulthood. Her life takes a significant turn when she
meets and marries a man named Jack. Their relationship is complex and tumultuous, reflecting the
struggles of many women during this period. The marriage introduces new challenges, including:

- The responsibilities of managing a household.
- The expectations placed on women at the time.
- The impact of Jack's behavior on Sarah's sense of self-worth.

The novel captures the evolution of Sarah's character as she learns to assert herself and navigate the
difficulties of her marriage.

Life on the Frontier

Turner vividly portrays life on the frontier, emphasizing the resilience and determination required to
survive. Sarah's experiences include:



- Homesteading and the physical labor involved in building a life from scratch.
- Interactions with Native Americans and the cultural clashes that arise.
- The constant threat of danger from the environment and other settlers.

Through Sarah's eyes, readers gain insight into the realities of frontier life, including the joys and
sorrows that accompany it.

Themes

"These Is My Words" explores several prominent themes that resonate throughout the narrative.
Understanding these themes adds depth to the reading experience and highlights the novel's
relevance.

Resilience and Survival

At its core, the novel is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit. Sarah faces numerous
obstacles, yet she continues to persevere. This theme is illustrated through:

- Her determination to provide for her family.
- The strength she finds within herself after personal losses.
- The community bonds that help her survive difficult times.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Sarah's journey is also one of self-discovery. As she navigates the challenges of life, she grapples with
her identity as a woman, wife, and mother. Key aspects include:

- The struggle for autonomy in a patriarchal society.
- The evolution of her understanding of love and relationships.
- The development of her voice as she documents her experiences.

Love and Relationships

The complexities of love and relationships are central to the narrative. Sarah's relationships with her
family, friends, and husband are fraught with difficulties, yet they also provide moments of joy.
Important elements include:

- The unconditional love she has for her children.
- The bonds of friendship that offer support during tough times.
- The tumultuous nature of her marriage, highlighting both passion and pain.



Character Development

The characters in "These Is My Words" are richly developed, allowing readers to connect deeply with
their struggles and triumphs.

Sarah Agnes Prine

Sarah is the heart of the story. Her growth from a naive girl to a strong, independent woman is a
central focus. Key aspects of her character include:

- Her intelligence and resourcefulness.
- The evolution of her moral compass as she encounters ethical dilemmas.
- Her ability to find strength in vulnerability.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in the novel play crucial roles in shaping Sarah's journey. Some notable
figures include:

- Jack: Sarah's husband, whose complexities and flaws provide a counterpoint to her strength.
- The Prine Family: Sarah's family members, who embody the struggles of frontier life and highlight
familial bonds.
- Friends and Neighbors: Various characters who provide support and companionship, illustrating the
importance of community.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of "These Is My Words" enhances the reading experience, as it
reflects the realities of life for women in the late 19th century.

The American Frontier

The novel is set against the backdrop of the American frontier, a time of expansion and exploration.
Key historical elements include:

- The challenges of homesteading and land acquisition.
- The impact of westward expansion on Native American populations.
- The societal expectations of women during this period.



Women’s Roles

The portrayal of women's roles in the novel is particularly significant. Sarah's experiences reflect the
limited options available to women and their fight for autonomy. Important points include:

- The dual roles of caregiver and laborer.
- The struggle for education and self-advocacy.
- The societal expectations that often stifled women's voices.

Impact and Reception

"These Is My Words" has garnered critical acclaim and a dedicated readership since its release. Its
impact can be seen in several ways.

Literary Significance

The novel is often praised for its unique narrative style and rich character development. It has been
recognized as a significant contribution to historical fiction, particularly in its portrayal of women’s
experiences.

Reader Reception

Readers have responded positively to the novel, often citing its emotional depth and relatable
characters. Many appreciate the authenticity of Sarah's voice and the way her story resonates with
contemporary issues.

Conclusion

"These Is My Words" is more than just a historical novel; it is a powerful exploration of resilience,
identity, and the complexities of love. Through Sarah Agnes Prine's journey, Nancy E. Turner crafts a
narrative that speaks to the struggles faced by women throughout history and serves as an
inspiration for future generations. The novel remains a significant work that continues to resonate
with readers, inviting them to reflect on their own lives and the legacies of those who came before
them. Whether one is drawn to the rich historical context or the compelling character arcs, "These Is
My Words" is a poignant reminder of the strength found in the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'These Is My Words'?
'These Is My Words' explores themes of survival, resilience, and the strength of the human spirit
through the experiences of a pioneer woman in the late 19th century American West.

Who is the author of 'These Is My Words'?
The author of 'These Is My Words' is Nancy E. Turner.

What narrative style is used in 'These Is My Words'?
The novel is written in the form of a diary, providing a first-person perspective that allows readers to
intimately experience the protagonist's thoughts and feelings.

How does the protagonist, Sarah Agnes Prine, evolve
throughout the story?
Sarah Agnes Prine evolves from a naive young girl into a strong and capable woman, demonstrating
growth through her struggles and the challenges she faces in a harsh environment.

What historical context is depicted in 'These Is My Words'?
'These Is My Words' is set in the Arizona Territory during the late 1800s, reflecting the difficulties and
realities of life on the frontier, including interactions with Native Americans and the challenges of
survival.

Is 'These Is My Words' based on real events or people?
While 'These Is My Words' is a work of fiction, it is inspired by the author's own family history and the
experiences of women in the American West during that time period.
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