they say 1 say answer key

They Say / I Say Answer Key provides essential insights into the art of
academic writing, particularly how to effectively engage with sources and
articulate one's own arguments. This foundational text, authored by Gerald
Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, emphasizes the importance of entering a
conversation with existing ideas and viewpoints before presenting one's own.
In this article, we will explore the key concepts from the book, examine its
structure, and provide a comprehensive answer key that can serve as a
valuable resource for students and educators alike.

Understanding the Concept of "They Say / I Say"

At its core, the "They Say / I Say" framework is about dialogue. The authors
posit that academic writing is inherently a conversation with others, whether
they are critics, supporters, or fellow scholars. This dialogue is structured
around two main components: summarizing what others have said ("They Say")
and responding with your own argument or interpretation ("I Say").

Importance of Engaging with Others' Ideas

1. Building Credibility: Engaging with existing arguments demonstrates that
you have done your research and understand the landscape of the discussion.
2. Contextualizing Your Argument: By acknowledging others' perspectives, you
can place your argument within a broader context, making it more relevant and
impactful.

3. Anticipating Counterarguments: Addressing opposing viewpoints allows you
to strengthen your position by preemptively countering objections.

4. Encouraging Critical Thinking: The process of grappling with different
ideas fosters deeper analysis and encourages original thought.

Components of the "They Say / I Say" Framework

The authors break down the framework into several components that help
students formulate their ideas more effectively. These components serve as
templates that can be adapted to various writing situations.

1. Templates for Summarizing Others' Ideas

Using templates can help frame your engagement with other authors' arguments.
Here are some examples:



- According to [Author] in [Title of Work], "[Quote]."
- [Author] argues that [summarized point].
- In [Title of Work], [Author] claims that [summarized argument].

2. Templates for Introducing Your Argument

Once you have summarized the existing discourse, you can transition to your
own argument using templates like:

- While [Author] argues that [point], I contend that [your argument].

- Although [Author] makes a compelling case for [idea], I believe that [your
perspective].

- [Author's] viewpoint is illuminating, yet it overlooks [your argument].

3. Templates for Making Concessions and
Counterarguments

Acknowledging opposing viewpoints can strengthen your argument. Consider
these templates:

- Some may argue that [counterargument], but I maintain that [your response].
- Admittedly, [Author] raises valid concerns about [issue], yet my analysis
leads me to believe that [your argument].

- While it is true that [counterargument], [your argument] remains more
compelling because [reason].

Strategies for Using the "They Say / I Say"
Framework

To effectively employ the "They Say / I Say" framework in your writing,
consider the following strategies:

1. Start with a Conversation

Begin your writing process by identifying the key conversations in your
field. Ask yourself:

- What are the central debates?
- Who are the key thinkers?
- What arguments need to be addressed?



2. Use Templates as a Springboard

The templates provided in the book are not rigid formulas; they are meant to
inspire your own voice. Modify them to fit your style and argumentation.

3. Revise for Clarity and Engagement

After drafting, revisit your work with an eye toward clarity. Ensure that
your engagement with others' ideas is clear and that your own argument stands
out. Ask yourself:

- Is the flow of ideas logical?
- Have I adequately represented opposing views?
- Is my argument compelling?

Analyzing Sample Scenarios Using the Answer Key

To illustrate the application of "They Say / I Say," let's analyze a few
sample scenarios alongside potential answers.

Scenario 1: Environmental Policy Debate

Prompt: Summarize the arguments surrounding climate change legislation.

Sample Answer:

They say that climate change legislation is crucial for reducing greenhouse
gas emissions. According to environmental economist Jane Doe, “Without
immediate action, we face catastrophic consequences” (Doe, 2020). However, I
argue that while legislation is necessary, it must be balanced with economic
considerations, as industry leader John Smith points out that “over-
regulation can stifle innovation” (Smith, 2021).

Scenario 2: Education Reform Discussion

Prompt: Discuss the effectiveness of standardized testing in education.

Sample Answer:

Critics of standardized testing argue that it does not accurately reflect
student learning. For instance, education researcher Anna Brown states,
“Standardized tests fail to measure creativity and critical thinking” (Brown,
2019). In contrast, I contend that standardized testing can be an effective
tool for accountability, provided it is supplemented with qualitative



assessments that capture a broader range of student capabilities.

Scenario 3: Health Care Debate

Prompt: Analyze differing opinions on universal health care.

Sample Answer:

Many advocates for universal health care argue that it ensures access to
essential services for all citizens. As health policy expert Robert Green
notes, “Universal health care is a fundamental right” (Green, 2022).
Nevertheless, I believe that while universal health care is an admirable
goal, the implementation must consider the economic implications, as the
experience in several countries shows that it can lead to increased taxes and
longer wait times.

Conclusion: Mastering the "They Say / I Say"
Approach

In conclusion, the They Say / I Say Answer Key serves as an invaluable
resource for students seeking to improve their academic writing skills. By
understanding the importance of engaging with others' ideas and utilizing the
templates and strategies provided in the book, writers can craft compelling
arguments that resonate with their audience. The dialogue between "they say"
and "I say" not only enriches the writing process but also fosters critical
thinking and deeper engagement with complex issues. Whether you're a student,
educator, or lifelong learner, mastering this framework can significantly
enhance your writing and analytical abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the 'They Say / I Say'
framework?

The 'They Say / I Say' framework is designed to help writers engage in
academic conversations by clearly presenting opposing viewpoints ('they say')
and then articulating their own responses or arguments ('I say').

How can the 'They Say / I Say' approach improve
writing skills?

This approach encourages writers to think critically about different
perspectives, thereby enhancing their ability to construct coherent arguments
and engage more deeply with source material.



Are there specific templates provided in 'They Say /
I Say' that can aid in writing?

Yes, 'They Say / I Say' offers various templates that help writers structure
their arguments, making it easier to integrate sources and articulate
responses effectively.

Who are the authors of 'They Say / I Say' and what
are their credentials?

The book is authored by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, both of whom are
experienced educators and scholars in the field of English and composition
studies.

How is the 'They Say / I Say' method applicable in
different writing contexts?

The method is versatile and can be applied in various contexts, including
academic essays, research papers, and even opinion pieces, making it a
valuable tool for any type of argumentative writing.
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