things we do in the dark book club
questions

Things We Do in the Dark Book Club Questions can serve as a vital tool for
fostering discussion and deepening understanding of the intricacies of the
plot, characters, and themes presented in the novel. Book clubs provide a
wonderful opportunity for readers to engage with literature in a communal
setting, allowing for diverse interpretations and insights. “Things We Do in
the Dark” by Jennifer Hillier is a psychological thriller that captivates
readers with its gripping narrative, complex characters, and thought-
provoking themes. This article will explore various aspects of the book,
delving into potential discussion questions that can enrich your book club
experience.

Understanding the Plot and Characters

To engage in meaningful discussions, it’s essential to have a clear grasp of
the plot and characters. “Things We Do in the Dark” centers around the
tumultuous life of a woman named Violet, who finds herself embroiled in a
murder investigation that intertwines with her past.

Key Characters

- Violet: The protagonist whose life spirals into chaos after a shocking
event.

- The Detective: The character responsible for unraveling the case,
representing the law and order.

- Supporting Characters: Friends, family, and foes that shape Violet'’s
journey and complicate her narrative.

Consider discussing character motivations, their backgrounds, and how they
contribute to the overall themes of the book.

Themes and Motifs

Exploring the underlying themes and motifs in “Things We Do in the Dark” can
lead to rich discussions. Here are some prominent themes to consider:

- Identity and Secrets: How do secrets shape identity? What does Violet'’s
struggle reveal about the impact of past trauma?

- Trust and Betrayal: Discuss how trust is portrayed in the relationships
within the novel. Who betrays whom, and how does this affect the characters?



- Justice and Morality: What does the book suggest about the nature of
justice? Are the characters’ actions justified in their pursuit of what they
believe is right?

Discussion Questions

Here are some thought-provoking questions that can be used in your book club
to facilitate discussions about the plot, characters, and themes:

1. Character Analysis: How does Violet'’s character evolve throughout the
story? What are her defining traits, and how do they influence her decisions?
2. Motivation: What drives the characters to make the choices they do? Are
their motivations understandable or sympathetic?

3. Impact of the Past: How does the past influence Violet's present? In what
ways do other characters’ pasts affect their actions?

4. Perception of Justice: How do different characters view justice? Discuss
the implications of their beliefs on the plot.

5. Role of Secrets: What role do secrets play in the narrative? How do they
affect relationships and plot progression?

6. Narrative Style: How does Hillier’s writing style contribute to the
suspense of the story? What techniques does she use to keep readers engaged?

Engaging with the Book's Setting

Setting plays a crucial role in establishing the mood and context of a story.
In “Things We Do in the Dark,” the settings range from Violet's personal
spaces to external environments that heighten the story’s tension.

Discussion Points on Setting

- Symbolism of Darkness: How does the concept of darkness manifest in the
novel? Consider both literal and metaphorical interpretations.

- Impact of Location: How does the setting influence the characters and their
actions? Discuss specific locations and their significance.

- Atmosphere: How does the author create an atmosphere of suspense and
intrigue through setting?

Exploring Emotional Responses

Books often evoke strong emotional responses, and discussing these feelings
can deepen understanding and connection among book club members.



Emotional Reactions to the Story

- Empathy for Characters: Which characters did you empathize with, and why?
How did their experiences resonate with your own emotions?

- Tension and Anxiety: Did the book create feelings of tension or anxiety?
Discuss specific moments that elicited these emotions.

- Resolution and Satisfaction: Were you satisfied with the book’s conclusion?
How did it affect your overall impression of the story?

Comparative Analysis

Comparing “Things We Do in the Dark” with other works can offer new insights
and enhance discussions.

Potential Comparisons

- Other Psychological Thrillers: How does this book compare to other
psychological thrillers you have read? What common themes or techniques do
you notice?

- Author's Style: If you’ve read other books by Jennifer Hillier, how does
this novel compare in terms of style, character development, and themes?

- Cultural Context: Consider books that explore similar themes of identity
and trauma. How do different authors approach these subjects?

Final Thoughts and Takeaways

As you conclude your book club meeting, it’s beneficial to reflect on the
overall experience and discuss key takeaways.

Concluding Questions

- Lessons Learned: What lessons or insights have you gained from reading
“Things We Do in the Dark”?

- Personal Reflections: How did the book challenge your perspectives or
beliefs?

- Future Recommendations: Based on this reading experience, what other books
would you recommend to explore similar themes or styles?

In conclusion, utilizing Things We Do in the Dark book club questions can
significantly enhance your reading experience and foster engaging
discussions. By delving into characters, themes, and emotional responses,
book club members can develop a richer understanding of the narrative while



enjoying the communal aspect of reading. The questions provided in this
article serve as a starting point for your discussions, inviting an
exploration of the complex layers woven throughout Hillier’s engrossing
thriller. Happy reading!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in 'Things We
Do in the Dark'?

The central themes include betrayal, identity, the complexities of
relationships, and the moral ambiguities of human behavior.

How does the author use symbolism in the book?

The author uses symbolism to represent the duality of character motivations,
particularly through the recurring motif of light and darkness which reflects
the characters' inner struggles.

What role does the setting play in shaping the
characters’ experiences?

The setting enhances the emotional tone of the story, creating a backdrop
that emphasizes feelings of isolation and fear, which influence the
characters' decisions and relationships.

How do the main characters evolve throughout the
story?

The main characters undergo significant transformations, facing their pasts
and confronting their flaws, which leads to both personal growth and tragic
outcomes.

What is the significance of the title 'Things We Do
in the Dark'?

The title suggests the hidden aspects of human nature and the secrets people
keep, exploring how these hidden truths can affect relationships and self-
perception.

How does the author handle the topic of morality in
the book?

The author presents a nuanced view of morality, often blurring the lines
between right and wrong, and challenges readers to consider the circumstances



that drive individuals to make difficult choices.

What are some key moments that drive the plot
forward?

Key moments include pivotal revelations about characters' pasts, unexpected
betrayals, and climactic confrontations that challenge the characters'
beliefs and motivations.

In what ways does the book address the concept of
trust?

The book explores trust through the lens of personal relationships,
highlighting how past betrayals affect present interactions and the
difficulty of rebuilding trust once it is broken.

What impact does the narrative style have on the
reader's experience?

The narrative style, often shifting perspectives and using introspective
tones, allows readers to engage deeply with the characters' inner thoughts,
enhancing emotional investment in their journeys.

What discussion questions can be derived from the
book's ending?

Discussion questions could include: 'What do you think the ending suggests
about redemption?' or 'How did the ending challenge or fulfill your
expectations for the characters?'.
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