think like a puritan answer key

Think like a Puritan answer key is not just a phrase; it encapsulates a way of interpreting the world
that was deeply influenced by the Puritan ethos. The Puritans, a group of English Reformed
Protestants in the 16th and 17th centuries, emphasized a rigorous moral code, a strong work ethic,
and a close relationship with God. By examining how to think like a Puritan, we can gain insights into
their worldview, values, and practices. This article will explore the core tenets of Puritan thought, offer
a guide on how to adopt this mindset, and discuss its relevance in contemporary society.

Understanding Puritanism

To think like a Puritan, one must first understand the historical and theological context of Puritanism.

The Historical Background

Puritanism emerged in the late 16th century during the Protestant Reformation. The movement
sought to "purify" the Church of England from remnants of Catholicism. Key points include:

1. Origins: The Puritans were primarily influenced by Calvinist theology, which emphasized
predestination and the sovereignty of God.

2. Migration: Many Puritans migrated to America in the early 17th century, seeking religious freedom
and the opportunity to establish a "city upon a hill."

3. Communal Living: Puritan communities were often characterized by strong social cohesion, with an
emphasis on communal responsibility and mutual accountability.

Theological Principles

Puritan thought was grounded in several key theological principles:
- Sola Scriptura: The belief that the Bible is the ultimate authority in matters of faith and practice.
- Covenant Theology: The idea that God has made covenants with humanity, which guide moral

behavior and community life.
- Moral Rigor: A strong emphasis on personal piety, moral rectitude, and social discipline.

Core Tenets of Puritan Thought

To think like a Puritan involves adopting several core tenets that define their worldview.



1. A High View of God

Puritans believed in the absolute sovereignty and holiness of God. This belief shaped their
understanding of human existence and purpose.

- God's Sovereignty: Recognizing that God is in control of all aspects of life fosters humility and
reliance on divine providence.

- Holiness: Striving for holiness becomes a central pursuit, influencing decisions and actions in daily
life.

2. The Importance of Scripture

For Puritans, the Bible was not merely a historical document but the living word of God that guides
moral and ethical behavior.

- Daily Reading: Incorporating daily scripture reading into one’s routine is essential for spiritual
growth.

- Scriptural Application: Applying biblical principles to contemporary issues is a hallmark of Puritan
thought.

3. Community and Accountability

Puritans valued communal life and believed that individuals are accountable to one another.

- Church Community: Being part of a church community fosters mutual support and accountability.
- Discipline: Moral discipline within the community was crucial to maintain order and righteousness.

4. Work Ethic and Diligence

The Puritan work ethic emphasizes diligence, hard work, and the belief that work is a form of worship.

- Calling: Understanding one’s vocation as a calling from God elevates the significance of work.
- Productivity: Striving for productivity in all tasks reflects the belief that time is a gift from God.

5. The Pursuit of Knowledge

Puritans valued education and the pursuit of knowledge as a means to understand God’s creation.

- Literacy: High literacy rates among Puritans were driven by the desire to read the Bible and
theological works.
- Learning: Intellectual endeavors were seen as a way to glorify God and serve the community.



How to Adopt a Puritan Mindset

Thinking like a Puritan requires intentional practices and a commitment to certain values. Here are
some actionable steps:

1. Cultivate a High View of God

- Prayer: Begin and end the day with prayer, acknowledging God'’s sovereignty and seeking guidance.
- Worship: Engage in regular corporate worship, prioritizing time in the presence of God.

2. Immerse Yourself in Scripture

- Daily Devotions: Set aside time each day for Bible reading and reflection.
- Scripture Memorization: Memorize key verses that resonate with Puritan values to internalize their
teachings.

3. Build Community Connections

- Join a Church: Participate actively in a local church community to foster relationships based on
mutual accountability.

- Small Groups: Engage in small group studies where members can hold each other accountable and
share insights from scripture.

4. Embrace a Strong Work Ethic

- Identify Your Calling: Reflect on your vocation and consider how you can serve God through your
work.

- Set Goals: Establish personal and professional goals that align with a commitment to diligence and
productivity.

5. Pursue Lifelong Learning

- Read Widely: Engage with theological texts, historical writings, and contemporary literature that
challenge and deepen your understanding.

- Attend Classes: Consider enrolling in courses that explore theology, philosophy, or history from a
Puritan perspective.



The Relevance of Puritan Thought Today

Thinking like a Puritan may seem archaic to some, but many of their principles remain relevant in
contemporary society.

1. Moral Clarity in a Complex World

In a time of moral ambiguity, the Puritan emphasis on clear ethical standards can provide guidance.
Their commitment to righteousness and accountability can inspire individuals and communities to
uphold integrity in their actions.

2. The Value of Community

As modern society becomes increasingly individualistic, the Puritan model of communal living serves
as a reminder of the importance of accountability and support. Building strong, faith-based
communities can lead to a more fulfilling and purposeful life.

3. A Framework for Work and Purpose

The Puritan work ethic can inspire a return to a sense of purpose in our vocations. Understanding
work as a calling can transform mundane tasks into acts of worship and service.

Conclusion

In conclusion, think like a Puritan answer key is an invitation to explore a rich tradition of thought that
offers timeless wisdom for today's challenges. By understanding the historical and theological
foundations of Puritanism, adopting its core tenets, and applying these principles in our lives, we can
cultivate a mindset that honors God, values community, and pursues excellence in all endeavors. As
we navigate the complexities of modern life, the Puritan legacy can serve as a guiding light,
illuminating our path with moral clarity, diligence, and a deepened relationship with the divine.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to 'think like a Puritan'?

To 'think like a Puritan' means to adopt a mindset that values simplicity, morality, hard work, and a
strong sense of community, often reflecting the religious and social ideals of the Puritan settlers.



How did Puritan beliefs influence American culture?

Puritan beliefs laid the groundwork for many American cultural values, including the emphasis on
individual responsibility, a strong work ethic, and the importance of education and literacy.

What were the core values of Puritanism?

The core values of Puritanism included a strict moral code, a focus on personal piety, the importance
of community and family, and a belief in predestination.

How does the Puritan work ethic manifest in modern society?

The Puritan work ethic manifests in modern society through the emphasis on diligence, productivity,
and the idea that hard work leads to success and moral virtue.

What role did religion play in Puritan society?

Religion was central to Puritan society, guiding daily life, laws, and community decisions, with a
strong emphasis on church attendance and moral behavior.

In what ways did Puritanism promote education?

Puritanism promoted education by valuing literacy for the purpose of reading the Bible, leading to the
establishment of schools and colleges, including Harvard University.

How did Puritan views on sin and morality shape their
communities?

Puritan views on sin and morality shaped their communities through strict social regulations, public
shaming for immoral behavior, and a commitment to creating a 'city upon a hill' as a model of virtue.

What is the significance of the concept of '‘predestination’ in
Puritan thought?

Predestination is significant in Puritan thought as it reflects the belief that God has already chosen
who will be saved or damned, influencing their views on morality and behavior.

How can understanding Puritan thought help us today?

Understanding Puritan thought can help us today by providing insights into contemporary American
values, work ethics, and attitudes towards community and individualism.
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