
thinking like a historian worksheet
Thinking like a historian worksheet is an essential educational tool that guides students in
developing critical thinking skills through the analysis and interpretation of historical events. This
approach encourages learners to engage deeply with sources, question narratives, and understand
the complexities of history. By utilizing a structured worksheet, educators can help students
cultivate a historian's mindset, which involves curiosity, skepticism, and a commitment to evidence-
based reasoning.

Understanding the Historian's Perspective

Before delving into the specifics of a thinking like a historian worksheet, it is important to
understand what it means to think like a historian. Historians do not merely memorize dates and
events; instead, they analyze the contexts, motivations, and impacts of historical occurrences. This
section outlines the key aspects of a historian's perspective.

Critical Thinking

Historians apply critical thinking by:

1. Evaluating Sources: They assess the reliability and bias of primary and secondary sources.
2. Contextualizing Events: Understanding historical events requires placing them within their
broader social, political, and economic contexts.
3. Identifying Perspectives: Historians recognize that multiple viewpoints exist regarding any event
and strive to understand these differing perspectives.

Asking Questions

A historian's inquiry typically begins with questions such as:

- What happened during this event?
- Why did it happen?
- Who was affected, and how?
- What were the long-term impacts?
- How do different sources interpret this event?

These questions drive the research and analysis process, leading to a deeper understanding of
historical narratives.

Components of the Thinking Like a Historian



Worksheet

A well-structured thinking like a historian worksheet typically includes several components designed
to guide students through the process of historical inquiry. Here are the fundamental sections that
can be included:

1. Source Analysis

This section encourages students to critically evaluate historical documents, images, or artifacts.
Key prompts may include:

- Describe the source: What type of document is it? Who created it, and when?
- What is the intended audience of this source?
- What perspective does this source represent? Is it biased?
- What information does this source provide, and what information is missing?

2. Contextualization

Contextualization involves placing an event within its historical setting. Students should consider:

- What were the prevailing social, political, and economic conditions at the time?
- How did these conditions influence the events or actions described in the source?
- What significant events occurred before or after this source was created that may provide
additional context?

3. Interpretation and Analysis

In this section, students are encouraged to interpret the meaning of the source and analyze its
significance. Prompts may include:

- What claims does the author make in this source?
- How does this source contribute to our understanding of the historical event?
- Are there any contradictions in the source, or does it align with other sources?

4. Reflection and Synthesis

This portion of the worksheet invites students to synthesize their findings and reflect on their
learning. Questions might include:

- How has your understanding of the historical event changed after analyzing this source?
- What questions remain unanswered, and how might you investigate further?
- How does this event relate to contemporary issues or themes in history?



Benefits of Using a Thinking Like a Historian
Worksheet

Utilizing a thinking like a historian worksheet offers numerous benefits for both educators and
students. Here are some of the key advantages:

Engagement with Historical Thinking

Students are more likely to engage with history when they are actively involved in the process of
inquiry. The worksheet format encourages participation and critical engagement with historical
materials.

Development of Critical Skills

Through this structured approach, students develop essential skills that extend beyond history class.
These skills include:

- Analytical thinking
- Research and evaluation skills
- Effective communication of ideas
- Problem-solving abilities

Encouragement of Diverse Perspectives

A thinking like a historian worksheet promotes the exploration of multiple viewpoints. Students
learn to appreciate the complexity of history and understand that different narratives can coexist.

Preparation for Higher Education and Citizenship

By practicing historical thinking skills, students are better prepared for higher education and
informed citizenship. The ability to analyze sources and construct well-reasoned arguments is
invaluable in academic and civic contexts.

Implementing the Thinking Like a Historian Worksheet
in the Classroom

To effectively implement a thinking like a historian worksheet in the classroom, educators can follow
several best practices:



1. Select Relevant Historical Topics

Choose topics that are relevant and engaging for students. Consider current events or themes that
resonate with their interests. This relevance will enhance their motivation to participate actively in
the inquiry process.

2. Provide Accessible Sources

Ensure that students have access to a variety of primary and secondary sources. This diversity will
allow them to practice their analytical skills on different types of materials.

3. Foster a Collaborative Environment

Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups when completing the worksheet. Collaboration
facilitates discussion and exposes students to different perspectives, enriching their understanding
of the material.

4. Allow for Creativity and Expression

Incorporate opportunities for students to express their findings creatively. This could include
presentations, debates, or multimedia projects that allow them to showcase their understanding of
the historical event.

Challenges and Considerations

While the thinking like a historian worksheet is a powerful tool, there are challenges that educators
may face during implementation:

1. Diverse Skill Levels

Students may have varying levels of familiarity with historical analysis. To address this, educators
should provide scaffolding and differentiated instruction to support all learners.

2. Time Constraints

In-depth analysis can be time-consuming. Educators should balance the need for thorough
exploration with curriculum requirements by strategically integrating the worksheet into lesson
plans.



3. Resistance to Inquiry-Based Learning

Some students may initially resist the inquiry-based approach, preferring rote memorization.
Educators can address this by demonstrating the relevance and excitement of engaging with history
critically.

Conclusion

In conclusion, a thinking like a historian worksheet is an invaluable resource for fostering critical
thinking skills in students. By encouraging them to analyze sources, contextualize events, and
synthesize their findings, educators can cultivate a generation of informed and engaged citizens. The
benefits of this approach extend beyond the history classroom, equipping students with skills that
are essential for academic success and active participation in society. By embracing the challenges
and considerations of implementing this worksheet, educators can create a rich learning
environment that inspires curiosity and a deeper appreciation for the complexities of history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a 'thinking like a historian' worksheet?
The purpose of a 'thinking like a historian' worksheet is to help students develop critical thinking
skills by analyzing historical sources, considering multiple perspectives, and understanding the
context of historical events.

What skills does a 'thinking like a historian' worksheet aim to
improve?
It aims to improve skills such as sourcing, contextualization, close reading, and corroboration,
allowing students to effectively evaluate and interpret historical evidence.

How can teachers effectively implement a 'thinking like a
historian' worksheet in the classroom?
Teachers can implement the worksheet by guiding students through specific historical questions,
facilitating group discussions, and encouraging them to share their analyses and interpretations
based on the evidence presented.

What types of sources might be included in a 'thinking like a
historian' worksheet?
Sources may include primary documents like letters, photographs, and official records, as well as
secondary sources such as articles and books that provide analysis of historical events.



How does using a 'thinking like a historian' worksheet benefit
students' understanding of history?
It benefits students by encouraging them to engage with history actively, fostering a deeper
understanding of causation, change over time, and the complexity of historical narratives.

Can 'thinking like a historian' worksheets be used for topics
outside of history?
Yes, they can be adapted for other subjects, such as social studies or literature, where critical
analysis and interpretation of texts or events are similarly valuable.
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