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Thomas Paine Common Sense worksheet answers can provide valuable insights into
one of the most influential pamphlets in American history. Written in 1776, "Common
Sense" played a crucial role in persuading colonists to embrace independence from British
rule. Understanding its themes, arguments, and historical context can enhance students'
learning experiences and deepen their appreciation for the foundations of American
democracy. This article will explore key aspects of "Common Sense" while offering
guidance on how to answer related worksheet questions effectively.

Overview of Thomas Paine's "Common Sense"

Thomas Paine's "Common Sense" was published in January 1776, during a time of
increasing tension between the American colonies and Great Britain. The pamphlet
advocated for independence and criticized the monarchy, arguing that it was both unjust
and impractical. Paine's straightforward language and compelling arguments resonated
with a wide audience, making complex political ideas accessible to the common person.

Main Arguments of "Common Sense"

Paine's work is characterized by several key arguments, each designed to persuade his
readers of the necessity of independence:

Critique of Monarchy: Paine condemned the hereditary monarchy, asserting that it
was an illegitimate form of government. He argued that power should not be
inherited but rather derived from the consent of the governed.

Natural Rights: Paine emphasized the concept of natural rights, claiming that all
individuals have the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. He believed
that government should protect these rights, not infringe upon them.

Call for Independence: Paine made a powerful case for complete separation from
Britain, arguing that reconciliation was impossible and that independence was the
only solution to achieve freedom and justice.

American Identity: He encouraged the development of a distinct American identity,
free from European influences, and called for the establishment of a democratic
government that reflected the values of the new nation.



Importance of "Common Sense" in American
History

The impact of "Common Sense" on the American Revolution cannot be overstated. It is
estimated that over 500,000 copies were sold in a population of just 2.5 million, indicating
its wide reach and influence. The pamphlet helped to galvanize public opinion in favor of
independence and laid the intellectual groundwork for the Declaration of Independence.

Key Historical Context

To fully understand Paine's arguments, it's important to consider the historical context in
which he was writing:

Colonial Discontent: By the mid-1770s, tensions between the colonies and Britain
had escalated due to a series of unpopular laws and taxes, such as the Stamp Act and
the Townshend Acts.

Influence of Enlightenment Ideas: Paine was influenced by Enlightenment
thinkers who promoted ideas of liberty, equality, and democracy. This intellectual
movement laid the foundation for revolutionary thought.

Growing Revolutionary Sentiment: Events like the Boston Tea Party and the
Intolerable Acts had fostered a sense of unity among the colonies, making them more
receptive to revolutionary ideas.

Common Sense Worksheet Answers

When tackling a worksheet on Thomas Paine's "Common Sense," students may encounter
a variety of questions designed to assess their comprehension and critical thinking skills.
Below are some common questions and suggested answers that can help guide students in
their responses.

Sample Questions and Answers

What were the main arguments presented by Thomas Paine in "Common1.
Sense"?

Paine argued against monarchy and hereditary succession.

He emphasized the concept of natural rights and the need for a government



that protects them.

He called for immediate independence from Britain.

He advocated for the establishment of a democratic government based on the
consent of the governed.

How did "Common Sense" influence public opinion towards independence?2.

It provided clear and compelling arguments that resonated with the common
people.

It addressed the fears and concerns of colonists about British rule.

It helped to unify the colonies around the cause of independence.

What role did Enlightenment ideas play in "Common Sense"?3.

Paine's arguments were grounded in Enlightenment principles, such as
individual rights and the social contract.

These ideas challenged traditional authority and promoted the idea of
democracy.

What impact did "Common Sense" have on the Declaration of Independence?4.

The ideas presented in "Common Sense" helped to shape the philosophical
underpinnings of the Declaration.

Paine's arguments for natural rights and self-governance were reflected in the
document's language.

Conclusion

Understanding the answers to questions about Thomas Paine's "Common Sense" not only
helps students engage with the text but also connects them to the larger narrative of



American history. By analyzing the arguments presented in this influential pamphlet,
students can appreciate the ideals that fueled the quest for independence and the
establishment of a democratic nation. As educators and learners delve into the history of
"Common Sense," they can foster critical thinking and a deeper understanding of the
principles that continue to shape American society today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Common Sense' by Thomas Paine about?
Common Sense is a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1776 that argues for American
independence from British rule, advocating for the principles of democracy and
republicanism.

What are the main arguments presented in 'Common
Sense'?
Paine argues against monarchy, advocates for self-governance, emphasizes the
importance of independence, and discusses the potential for a fair and just government in
America.

How did 'Common Sense' impact the American
Revolution?
The pamphlet significantly influenced public opinion and mobilized support for the
independence movement, making the case for breaking away from British rule and
encouraging colonists to support the revolutionary cause.

What is the significance of the title 'Common Sense'?
The title reflects Paine's belief that the arguments for independence are based on rational
thought and common understanding, making them accessible to the general public.

What rhetorical devices does Paine use in 'Common
Sense'?
Paine employs persuasive language, emotional appeals, analogies, and rhetorical
questions to engage readers and strengthen his arguments for independence.

What was the reaction to 'Common Sense' when it was
published?
The pamphlet was widely read and distributed, gaining immense popularity and
contributing to the growing sentiment for independence among colonists.



How did Thomas Paine's background influence his
writing of 'Common Sense'?
Paine's experiences as an Englishman and his belief in Enlightenment ideals shaped his
views on governance, liberty, and the rights of individuals, which he passionately
conveyed in 'Common Sense'.

What role did pamphlets like 'Common Sense' play in
colonial America?
Pamphlets were a crucial means of spreading revolutionary ideas and mobilizing public
sentiment, allowing for a broader discussion of independence and governance among the
colonists.
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