thomas paine common sense worksheet

Thomas Paine's Common Sense Worksheet serves as a valuable educational tool
for understanding one of the most influential pamphlets in American history.
Published in January 1776, "Common Sense" by Thomas Paine argued for
independence from British rule and laid the groundwork for the American
Revolution. This article delves into the significance of Paine's work, its
historical context, and how a worksheet can facilitate a deeper understanding
of its themes, arguments, and impact.

Historical Context of Common Sense

Before diving into the details of the worksheet, it is essential to
understand the historical backdrop against which "Common Sense" was written.

The American Colonies in the 18th Century

By the mid-1700s, the thirteen American colonies were experiencing increasing
discontent with British rule. This unrest stemmed from various factors,
including:

e Taxation without representation

e Restriction of civil liberties

e The imposition of British laws and trade regulations

These grievances created a fertile ground for revolutionary ideas to take
root. Intellectuals, politicians, and common citizens began to advocate for
greater autonomy and self-governance.

Thomas Paine: A Revolutionary Voice

Thomas Paine, an English-born writer and political activist, arrived in
America in 1774. He qgquickly became a prominent voice for independence through
his persuasive writing style. "Common Sense" emerged in a time when many
colonists were still undecided about breaking away from Britain.

Key Themes and Arguments in Common Sense

"Common Sense" is structured into several sections, each addressing specific
themes and arguments that contributed to its powerful influence.
Understanding these key points is crucial for any worksheet focused on this
text.



1. The Case for Independence

Paine ardently argued that the colonies had the right to seek independence.
He contended that the relationship with Britain was detrimental to the
colonies' growth and prosperity. Some of his main arguments included:

— Monarchical Government: Paine criticized the institution of monarchy as an
irrational form of government, positing that hereditary rule was incompatible
with the principles of liberty and equality.

— Natural Rights: He emphasized the idea that individuals possess natural
rights that cannot be infringed upon by any government. According to Paine,
the British monarchy violated these rights.

2. The Inevitability of Independence

Paine asserted that independence was not only desirable but inevitable. He
argued that continued loyalty to Britain would only lead to further
oppression. His famous assertion that "the sun never shined on a cause of
greater worth" encapsulated his belief in the righteousness of the
independence movement.

3. The Creation of a New Government

In addition to advocating for independence, Paine proposed a new form of
government based on democratic principles. He envisioned a republic where
power derives from the consent of the governed, contrasting sharply with the
autocratic rule of Britain.

4. The Role of Common People

One of the revolutionary aspects of "Common Sense" was its appeal to the
common people. Paine wrote in a straightforward and accessible style,
allowing ordinary citizens to engage with complex political ideas. He
believed that revolution was not solely the domain of the elite but a cause
that required the participation of all individuals.

Creating a Thomas Paine Common Sense Worksheet

A well-structured worksheet can enhance comprehension and critical thinking
about "Common Sense." Below are some suggested components to include in a
worksheet designed for students.

1. Key Vocabulary

Start with a section that defines important terms found in "Common Sense."
Here are some key terms to include:



— Monarchy

- Republic

- Natural Rights
- Tyranny

- Sovereignty

2. Comprehension Questions

Include a series of questions that encourage students to engage with the
text. These can range from basic recall to more analytical questions. For
instance:

1. What are the main arguments Paine makes in favor of independence?
2. How does Paine criticize the concept of monarchy?
3. What vision does Paine have for the future government of the colonies?

4. How does Paine appeal to the common people in his writing?

3. Discussion Prompts

Encourage deeper analysis and discussion with prompts such as:

— Discuss how the political climate of the time influenced Paine's arguments.
- Analyze the impact of "Common Sense" on public opinion regarding
independence.

— Reflect on how Paine’s ideas about government and democracy resonate with
today's political landscape.

4. Creative Activities

To make the worksheet more engaging, consider including creative activities.
Here are a few ideas:

— Letter Writing: Have students write a letter to a colonial leader
expressing their thoughts on Paine's arguments.

— Poster Creation: Students can create a poster that visually represents one
of the key themes from "Common Sense."

- Role Play: Organize a debate where students take on the roles of different
historical figures discussing independence.

Impact of Common Sense

The influence of "Common Sense" cannot be overstated. It reached a broad
audience, selling over 500,000 copies in a time when the population of the
colonies was around 2.5 million. Paine's work galvanized public sentiment
toward the revolutionary cause and helped to unite the colonies against



British oppression.

1. Immediate Effects on the Independence Movement

Paine’s pamphlet played a critical role in shifting public opinion. It
provided a clear and compelling argument for independence, inspiring many to
join the revolutionary cause. The ideas presented in "Common Sense" were
echoed in the Declaration of Independence, which followed just six months
later.

2. Long-term Influence on Political Thought

Beyond its immediate impact, "Common Sense" laid the groundwork for
democratic thought in America and beyond. Paine’s ideas about government
based on the consent of the governed influenced future democratic movements
and revolutions around the world.

Conclusion

Thomas Paine's "Common Sense" remains a seminal work in the study of American
history and political thought. A well-crafted worksheet on this text can help
students appreciate its historical significance, engage critically with its
themes, and understand its lasting impact. By exploring the arguments
presented by Paine, learners can grasp not only the context of the American
Revolution but also the foundational principles of democracy that continue to
shape our world today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Thomas Paine's 'Common
Sense'?

The main purpose of 'Common Sense' is to advocate for American independence
from British rule and to persuade colonists to support the revolutionary
cause.

How did 'Common Sense' influence public opinion in
the American colonies?

It significantly swayed public opinion by clearly articulating the arguments
for independence and appealing to the common person, making the revolutionary
ideas accessible and relatable.

What are some key arguments presented in 'Common
Sense'?

Key arguments include the critique of monarchy, the idea that government



should be based on the consent of the governed, and the belief that
independence is necessary for the colonies' prosperity and security.

In what ways did Thomas Paine address the issue of
monarchy in 'Common Sense'?

Paine criticized monarchy as an illegitimate and ineffective form of
government, arguing that it was inherently corrupt and that hereditary
succession was a flawed system.

What impact did 'Common Sense' have on the
Declaration of Independence?

Paine's arguments provided a philosophical foundation for the Declaration of
Independence, reinforcing the ideas of liberty and self-governance that
influenced the Founding Fathers.

How did Paine's writing style in 'Common Sense'
contribute to its effectiveness?

Paine used plain language and a conversational tone, making complex political
ideas understandable to a broad audience, which helped generate widespread
support for independence.

What was the reaction of colonial leaders to 'Common
Sense'?

Many colonial leaders were supportive of 'Common Sense' as it galvanized the
revolutionary movement, although some were initially wary of its radical
ideas and the push for immediate independence.
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