three viewings

Three viewings is a poignant and thought-provoking play by Jeffrey Hatcher that explores themes of
loss, mortality, and the human experience through the lens of three distinct, yet interconnected,
stories. Each of the three viewings delves into the lives of characters who navigate their grief and
the complexities of death, all while providing a rich tapestry of humor, sorrow, and introspection.
This article delves into the structure, themes, and impact of Three viewings, offering insight into its
significance in contemporary theater.

Overview of the Play

Three viewings is structured as a one-act play comprised of three separate monologues, each
delivered by a different character. Set in a Midwestern funeral home, the play unfolds through the
personal reflections and experiences of the characters, who share their encounters with death and
the aftermath of loss. Through their narratives, Hatcher crafts a space where the audience can
grapple with the complexities of grief and the ways it shapes the human experience.

Character Analysis

1. The Woman:

- In the first viewing, the female character reflects on her relationship with her deceased husband.
Her monologue reveals the nuances of their marriage, touching on both the joys and the
shortcomings. The audience learns about her struggles with acceptance and the haunting memories
that linger after his passing.

- Themes of love, nostalgia, and regret are prevalent in her story. The woman grapples with her
feelings of abandonment and questions the choices she made throughout their life together.

2. The Man:

- The second viewing features a male character who shares his perspective on the death of a friend.
His narrative is infused with a mix of humor and melancholy, illustrating the complexity of male
friendships and the often-unspoken bonds that exist between men.

- Through his story, the audience is invited to explore themes of loyalty, vulnerability, and the
burden of unexpressed emotions. The man’s reflections often turn comedic, juxtaposing the gravity
of death with the absurdity of life.

3. The Young Woman:

- The final viewing introduces a younger character who recounts her experiences with her father’s
death. Her monologue is marked by a sense of anger and betrayal, as she navigates her grief while
also challenging societal expectations of how one should mourn.

- This character’s narrative brings to light issues of identity and the struggles of coming to terms
with a parent’s shortcomings. Her raw emotion resonates with younger audiences who may find
themselves grappling with similar feelings of confusion and loss.



Thematic Elements

Three viewings is rich with thematic depth, inviting audiences to engage with a variety of concepts
related to death and grieving. Below are some of the key themes explored throughout the play:

Grief and Mourning

- Each character processes grief in unique ways, highlighting the personal nature of mourning.

- The play emphasizes that there is no "correct" way to grieve; each character's experience is valid
and reflective of their individual relationships with the deceased.

- The juxtaposition of humor and sorrow serves to illustrate the complexity of human emotions when
faced with loss.

Identity and Self-Discovery

- The characters’ interactions with death prompt them to reflect on their identities and the roles they
play in the lives of others.

- As they confront their grief, they often discover new facets of themselves, leading to moments of
self-realization and growth.

- For the younger woman, in particular, her journey through grief challenges her understanding of
family and self-worth.

Love and Relationships

- The play explores various forms of love—romantic, platonic, and familial—demonstrating how these
relationships are impacted by death.

- The characters’ reflections reveal the complexities and imperfections inherent in their
relationships, prompting the audience to consider their own.

- The intertwining of love and loss serves as a reminder of the fragility of life and the importance of
cherishing connections while they last.

Stylistic Choices

Jeffrey Hatcher employs several stylistic choices in Three viewings that enhance the storytelling and
emotional impact of the play:

Monologue Structure

- The use of monologues allows for intimate insight into each character’s psyche, creating a direct
connection between the audience and the characters’ emotional landscapes.



- This structure also emphasizes the individuality of grief, as each character presents their
perspective without interruption from others.

- The monologues encourage reflection, leaving the audience to ponder their own experiences with
loss.

Humor and Wit

- Hatcher skillfully balances the heavy themes of death with moments of levity, often using humor to
disarm the audience and provide relief from the emotional weight.

- The comedic elements serve to underscore the absurdity of life and death, highlighting the idea
that laughter can coexist with sorrow.

- This duality invites audiences to embrace the full spectrum of human emotion, reinforcing the
notion that joy and grief are not mutually exclusive.

Impact and Reception

Since its debut, Three viewings has garnered attention for its poignant exploration of death and its
impact on the living. The play resonates with audiences across different demographics, as the
themes of loss, love, and self-discovery are universally relatable.

Audience Engagement

- The play’s intimate nature fosters a sense of connection among audience members, prompting
them to reflect on their own experiences with grief.

- Viewers often leave the theater with a renewed appreciation for life and the relationships that
define it, as well as a deeper understanding of the complexities of mourning.

- Post-performance discussions frequently arise around the themes presented in the play,
demonstrating its ability to spark dialogue and foster community.

Critical Acclaim

- Critics have praised Three viewings for its sharp writing and emotional depth, noting Hatcher’s
ability to tackle heavy subject matter with grace and humor.

- The play has been performed in various theaters across the country, each production bringing its
unique interpretation and perspective.

- Its adaptability and relevance ensure that Three viewings remains a significant work in
contemporary theater, continuing to resonate with new generations of audiences.

Conclusion

Three viewings stands as a powerful exploration of the human experience in the face of mortality.



Through its rich characters and poignant themes, the play invites audiences to confront their own
feelings about death and loss, while also celebrating the complexity of life and the relationships that
define us. Hatcher’s masterful blend of humor and sorrow creates a multifaceted narrative that
resonates deeply, ensuring that Three viewings will continue to be a relevant and impactful work in
the landscape of modern theater. Whether through the lens of love, grief, or self-discovery, the play
ultimately reminds us of the importance of connection and the enduring nature of the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Three Viewings'?

'Three Viewings' explores themes of mortality, love, and the complexities of human relationships, all
set against the backdrop of a funeral home.

Who is the playwright of ‘'Three Viewings'?

The playwright of 'Three Viewings' is Jeffrey Hatcher.

How many characters are featured in 'Three Viewings'?

‘Three Viewings' features three main characters, each presenting their unique perspective on life
and death during their interactions in a funeral home.

What is the structure of 'Three Viewings'?

'Three Viewings' is structured as a series of monologues delivered by the three characters, allowing
for intimate glimpses into their thoughts and experiences.

What type of genre does 'Three Viewings' fall under?

‘Three Viewings' is primarily a dark comedy, blending humor with poignant reflections on death and
the human condition.

In what year was 'Three Viewings' first performed?

'Three Viewings' was first performed in 1995.

What role does the setting play in ‘'Three Viewings'?

The setting of a funeral home is crucial in 'Three Viewings', serving as a reflective space where
characters confront their pasts and feelings about loss.

Are there any notable adaptations of "'Three Viewings'?

Yes, 'Three Viewings' has been adapted for various stage productions, showcasing its appeal in
regional theaters and university settings.



What impact does humor have in 'Three Viewings'?

Humor in 'Three Viewings' acts as a coping mechanism for the characters, lightening the heavy
themes of grief and mortality while fostering connection with the audience.
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