THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO TV SERIES

THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO IS A MODERN REIMAGINING OF THE CLASSIC 1960S TELEVISION SERIES “ THUNDERBIRDS,” ORIGINALLY
CREATED BY GERRY ANDERSON AND HIS TEAM. THIS SERIES BRINGS BACK THE ICONIC CHARACTERS AND FUTURISTIC VEHICLES
THAT CAPTURED THE HEARTS OF FANS AROUND THE WORLD WHILE INCORPORATING CONTEMPORARY ANIMATION TECHNIQUES
AND STORYTELLING METHODS. PRODUCED BY TV STUDIOS AND PUKEKO PICTURES, “THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” DEBUTED IN
20715 AND HAS SINCE GAINED A SIGNIFICANT FOLLOWING AMONG BOTH NEW VIEWERS AND NOSTALGIC FANS OF THE ORIGINAL
SERIES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE SHOW'S DEVELOPMENT, CHARACTERS, THEMES, AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT

ORIGINS OF THE THUNDERBIRDS FRANCHISE

THE ORIGINAL “THUNDERBIRDS" SERIES, WHICH AIRED FROM 1965 To 1966, UTILIZED MARIONETTE PUPPETRY AND A
DISTINCTIVE STYLE KNOWN AS “SUPERMARIONATION.” THE SHOW FOLLOWED INTERNATIONAL RESCUE, A SECRET ORGANIZATION
LED BY JEFF TRACY, WHO USED TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED VEHICLES TO PERFORM DARING RESCUE MISSIONS ACROSS THE
GLOBE. THIS UNIQUE CONCEPT OF COMBINING SCIENCE FICTION WITH ACTION-ADVENTURE CAPTURED THE IMAGINATION OF
CHILDREN AND ADULTS ALIKE.

AFTER DECADES OF ENDURING POPULARITY, THE DECISION TO REVIVE THE FRANCHISE CAME IN THE EARLY 2010s. THE NEW

SERIES AIMED TO INTRODUCE THE BELOVED CHARACTERS AND THRILLING ADVENTURES TO A NEW GENERATION WHILE HONORING
THE LEGACY OF THE ORIGINAL SHOW.

ProbucTION TEAM

“THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” WAS DEVELOPED BY A TALENTED TEAM OF WRITERS, ANIMATORS, AND PRODUCERS. SOME KEY FIGURES
IN THE PRODUCTION INCLUDE:

- DAVID ScoTT: EXECUTIVE PRODUCER WHO PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN BRINGING THE SERIES TO LIFE.

- GERRY ANDERSON’S SON, JAMIE ANDERSON: INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT TO ENSURE IT REMAINED TRUE TO THE ORIGINAL VISION.
- Pukeko PICTURES: AN ANIMATION STUDIO BASED IN NEW ZEALAND, KNOWN FOR ITS WORK ON VARIOUS CHILDREN’S
TELEVISION SERIES.

THE SerIES COMBINES CGl ANIMATION WITH MODEL SETS, REMINISCENT OF THE ORIGINAL SHOW’S ICONIC VISUAL STYLE.

PLOT AND STRUCTURE

THE PLOT OF “ THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” REVOLVES AROUND THE TRACY FAMILY, WHO OPERATE INTERNATIONAL RESCUE FROM
THEIR SECRET ISLAND BASE, TRACY ISLAND. THE TEAM INCLUDES JEFF TRACY AND HIS FIVE SONS—SCOTT, JOHN, VIRGIL,
GORDON, AND ALAN—EACH OF WHOM HAS A UNIQUE PERSONALITY AND SKILL SET THAT CONTRIBUTES TO THEIR RESCUE
MISSIONS.

EPisoDE FORMAT

EACH EPISODE TYPICALLY FOLLOWS A SIMILAR STRUCTURE:

1. INTRODUCTION: INTRODUCES A CRISIS THAT REQUIRES THE INTERVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL RESCUE.



2. MissioN PLANNING: THE TRACY BROTHERS STRATEGIZE AND PREPARE FOR THE RESCUE OPERATION.

3. ACTION SEQUENCE: THE BROTHERS DEPLOY THEIR VARIOUS THUNDERBIRDS VEHICLES AND EXECUTE THE RESCUE,
SHOWCASING TEAMWORK AND INGENUITY.

4. ResoLUTION: THE CRISIS IS RESOLVED, OFTEN WITH AN IMPORTANT LESSON LEARNED ALONG THE WAY.

THE SERIES MAINTAINS A BALANCE BETWEEN THRILLING ACTION AND CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, ALLOWING VIEWERS TO
CONNECT WITH THE CHARACTERS ON A DEEPER LEVEL.

Key THeMEeS

“THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” EXPLORES SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT THEMES, INCLUDING!:

- TEAMWORK: THE IMPORTANCE OF COLLABORATION IS EMPHASIZED THROUGHOUT THE SERIES. THE TRACY BROTHERS MUST
WORK TOGETHER TO OVERCOME CHALLENGES AND SAVE LIVES.

- COURAGE AND BRAVERY: EACH CHARACTER DISPLAYS EXTRAORDINARY BRAVERY IN THE FACE OF DANGER, INSPIRING VIEWERS
TO CONFRONT THEIR FEARS.

- INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY: THE SHOW HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY IN SOLVING PROBLEMS AND SAVING LIVES,
OFTEN SHOWCASING FUTURISTIC GADGETS AND VEHICLES.

- FAMILY VALUES: AT ITS CORE, THE SERIES IS ABOUT FAMILY. THE BOND BETWEEN THE TRACY BROTHERS AND THEIR FATHER IS
CENTRAL TO THE NARRATIVE.

MAIN CHARACTERS

“THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” FEATURES A DIVERSE CAST OF CHARACTERS, EACH BRINGING THEIR UNIQUE STRENGTHS TO THE TEAM.

THE TRACY FAMILY

1. Jerr TRACY: THE PATRIARCH OF THE TRACY FAMILY AND THE LEADER OF INTERNATIONAL RESCUE. HE IS A FORMER
ASTRONAUT AND A DEDICATED FATHER WHO PRIORITIZES HIS FAMILY'S SAFETY.

2.ScoTT TRACY: THE ELDEST SON AND SECOND-IN-COMMAND. KNOWN FOR HIS LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND BRAVERY, SCOTT
OFTEN TAKES CHARGE DURING MISSIONS.

3. JoHN TRACY: THE QUIET, THOUGHTFUL BROTHER WHO OPERATES FROM SPACE. HIS EXPERTISE IN COMMUNICATION AND
NAVIGATION IS INVALUABLE TO THE TEAM.

4. VIRGIL TRACY: THE ARTISTIC BROTHER AND SKILLED ENGINEER. VIRGIL IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE OF
THE THUNDERBIRDS VEHICLES.

5. GOrRDON TRACY: THE ADVENTUROUS AND FUN-LOVING BROTHER, GORDON IS AN EXPERT IN AQUATIC OPERATIONS AND
OFTEN TAKES ON UNDERW ATER RESCUE MISSIONS.

6. ALAN TRACY: THE YOUNGEST BROTHER, WHO ASPIRES TO PROVE HIMSELF AS A COMPETENT MEMBER OF INTERNATIONAL
RESCUE. HIS ENTHUSIASM AND DETERMINATION OFTEN LEAD TO EXCITING ADVENTURES.

SuPPORTING CHARACTERS

- LADY PENELOPE: A BRITISH AGENT AND FRIEND OF THE TRACY FAMILY, SHE PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN VARIOUS MISSIONS,
OFTEN PROVIDING INTELLIGENCE AND SUPPORT.

- PARKER: LADY PENELOPE’S LOYAL CHAUFFEUR AND BODYGUARD, KNOWN FOR HIS WIT AND RESOURCEFULNESS.

- BRAINS: A GENIUS INVENTOR WHO DESIGNS MANY OF THE THUNDERBIRDS' GADGETS AND VEHICLES. HE OFTEN ASSISTS THE
TRACY FAMILY WITH HIS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE.



CULTURAL IMPACT AND RECEPTION

SINCE ITS DEBUT, “THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” HAS RECEIVED POSITIVE REVIEWS FROM BOTH CRITICS AND AUDIENCES. THE
COMBINATION OF NOSTALGIA FOR THE ORIGINAL SERIES AND THE FRESH ANIMATION STYLE HAS APPEALED TO A BROAD RANGE OF
VIEWERS. SOME KEY ASPECTS OF ITS CULTURAL IMPACT INCLUDE:

NOSTALGIA FACTOR

MANY FANS OF THE ORIGINAL “THUNDERBIRDS” HAVE EMBRACED THE NEW SERIES, APPRECIATING THE WAY IT HONORS THE
LEGACY OF GERRY ANDERSON’S CREATION WHILE INTRODUCING IT TO A NEW AUDIENCE. THE SHOW'S BLEND OF CLASSIC
STORYTELLING AND MODERN ANIMATION TECHNIQUES HAS HELPED CREATE A BRIDGE BETWEEN GENERATIONS.

EbucATIONAL VALUE

THE SERIES HAS ALSO FOUND ITS PLACE IN EDUCATIONAL CONTEXTS. TEACHERS AND PARENTS HAVE RECOGNIZED ITS POTENTIAL
TO TEACH VALUABLE LESSONS ABOUT TEAMWORK, PROBLEM~-SOLVING, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF HELPING OTHERS. THE
INCORPORATION OF TECHNOLOGY INTO THE STORYLINES HAS SPARKED INTEREST IN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING AMONG YOUNG
VIEWERS.

AWARD RECOGNITION

“THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” HAS BEEN NOMINATED FOR AND WON SEVERAL AWARDS SINCE TS RELEASE. |T HAS GARNERED
ATTENTION FOR ITS ANIMATION QUALITY, STORYTELLING, AND OVERALL PRODUCTION VALUES, SOLIDIFYING ITS STATUS AS A
NOTABLE ENTRY IN CHILDREN’S TELEVISION.

CoNcLUSION

“THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” IS A REMARKABLE REIMAGINING OF A BELOVED CLASSIC THAT SUCCESSFULLY INTRODUCES
INTERNATIONAL RESCUE TO A NEW GENERATION. W ITH ITS ENGAGING CHARACTERS, THRILLING ADVENTURES, AND MEANINGFUL
THEMES, THE SERIES CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF THE ORIGINAL WHILE UTILIZING MODERN TECHNOLOGY TO ENHANCE THE VIEWING
EXPERIENCE. AS IT CONTINUES TO ENTERTAIN AUDIENCES, “THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO” STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF GERRY ANDERSON’S VISION AND THE TIMELESS APPEAL OF HEROIC RESCUE MISSIONS. THE SHOW NOT ONLY
ENTERTAINS BUT ALSO INSPIRES, REMINDING VIEWERS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF COURAGE, TEAMWORK, AND FAMILY, MAKING IT A
STANDOUT IN CONTEMPORARY CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PREMISE OF ' THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO'?

"THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO’ IS A REBOOT OF THE CLASSIC 1960S SERIES “THUNDERBIRDS', FEATURING THE TRACY FAMILY WHO
OPERATE INTERNATIONAL RESCUE, A SECRET ORGANIZATION THAT USES TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED VEHICLES TO PERFORM
DARING RESCUE MISSIONS AROUND THE WORLD.

\W/HO ARE THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN ' THUNDERBIRDS ARE Go'?

THE MAIN CHARACTERS INCLUDE SCOTT, JOHN, VIRGIL, GORDON, AND ALAN TRACY, ALONG WITH THEIR FATHER JEFF TRACY



AND THEIR ALLY KAYO. THE SERIES ALSO FEATURES THE VILLAINOUS FIGURES LIKE THE Hoob.

\WHAT ANIMATION TECHNIQUES WERE USED IN ‘THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO'?

“THUNDERBIRDS ARE Go' coMgINEs CGl ANIMATION WITH MODEL SETS, CONTINUING THE TRADITION OF THE ORIGINAL SERIES
WHILE LEVERAGING MODERN TECHNOLOGY TO CREATE STUNNING VISUALS AND INTRICATE DETAILS.

How MANY SEASONS OF ‘THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO’ HAVE BEEN PRODUCED?

As oF OcToser 2023, "THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO’ HAS PRODUCED THREE SEASONS, COMPRISING A TOTAL OF 26 EPISODES IN
THE FIRST TWO SEASONS AND 13 EPISODES IN THE THIRD SEASON.

\WHAT AGE GROUP IS ‘THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO’ AIMED AT?

“THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO’ IS PRIMARILY AIMED AT CHILDREN AGED 6 TO ]2, BUT IT ALSO APPEALS TO A WIDER AUDIENCE,
INCLUDING FANS OF THE ORIGINAL SERIES AND FAMILIES DUE TO ITS THEMES OF TEAMWORK AND ADVENTURE.

\W/HO ARE THE MAIN VOICE ACTORS IN ‘THUNDERBIRDS ARE Go'?

THE MAIN VOICE CAST INCLUDES RASMUS HARDIKER AS SCOTT AND ALAN TRACY, DAVID MENKIN AS VIRGIL AND GORDON
TRACY, AND THOMAS BRODIE-SANGSTER AS JOHN TRACY, AMONG OTHERS.

\WHAT ARE SOME OF THE NOTABLE VEHICLES FEATURED IN ' THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO'P

SOME ICONIC VEHICLES INCLUDE THUNDERBIRD -|/ A RAPID RESPONSE AIRCRAFT, THUNDERBIRD 2, A TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT THAT
CARRIES RESCUE EQUIPMENT, AND THUNDERBIRD 3, A SPACE ROCKET. EACH VEHICLE HAS UNIQUE CAPABILITIES FOR DIFFERENT
RESCUE MISSIONS.

How poEes ‘THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO’ DIFFER FROM THE ORIGINAL SERIES?

“THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO’ UPDATES THE STORYTELLING AND ANIMATION STYLE WHILE MAINTAINING THE CORE ELEMENTS OF THE
ORIGINAL SERIES, SUCH AS THE FOCUS ON FAMILY, HEROISM, AND TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION.

IS THERE A CONTINUATION OR FUTURE FOR ' THUNDERBIRDS ARE Go'?

As oF NOW, THERE HAVE BEEN NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING A CONTINUATION OF "THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO’ AFTER
ITS THIRD SEASON, BUT FANS REMAIN HOPEFUL FOR FUTURE PROJECTS OR SPECIALS RELATED TO THE FRANCHISE.
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