till we have faces cs lewis

Till We Have Faces CS Lewis is an imaginative retelling of the myth of Cupid and
Psyche, penned by the renowned author C.S. Lewis. Published in 1956, this novel stands
out as one of Lewis's most profound and mature works, offering readers a deep
exploration of themes such as love, identity, and the human experience. In this article, we
will delve into the key aspects of "Till We Have Faces," discuss its characters, themes, and
the significance of its narrative structure, providing readers with a comprehensive
understanding of this literary masterpiece.

Overview of Till We Have Faces

"Till We Have Faces" is unique within Lewis's oeuvre, being his only novel written for
adults. Unlike his other works that often touch on Christian themes through allegory or
fantasy, this book approaches deep philosophical and psychological questions through the
lens of myth. The story is narrated by Orual, the eldest daughter of the King of Glome, who
recounts her life and her tumultuous relationships with her sister Psyche and their father.

Plot Summary

The narrative follows Orual as she struggles with her love for her sister Psyche and her
resentment towards their father, the King. After Psyche is chosen as a sacrifice to the god
of the mountain, a series of events unfolds that leads Orual on a journey of self-discovery
and realization. The plot can be summarized in the following key points:

1. Orual's complex relationship with her father and her protective instinct towards
Psyche.

2. Psyche's sacrifice and her subsequent connection with the mysterious god, leading to
her transformation.

3. Orual's jealousy and her quest to bring Psyche back from the god's realm.
4. The exploration of themes such as love, jealousy, and the quest for truth.

5. Orual's realization of her own flaws and the journey towards self-acceptance.

Characters in Till We Have Faces

The characters in "Till We Have Faces" are richly developed and serve as vessels for the



exploration of the novel's themes. Key characters include:

Orual

Orual, the protagonist and narrator, is a complex character who embodies the struggle
between love and jealousy. Throughout the novel, her perspective evolves, allowing
readers to witness her growth from a possessive sister to a woman seeking understanding
and redemption.

Psyche

Psyche, Orual's sister, symbolizes beauty, love, and innocence. Her character serves as a
contrast to Orual’s darker traits. Psyche’s relationship with the god of the mountain
illustrates the theme of faith and the nature of love.

The King of Glome

The King, their father, is a tyrannical figure whose harshness shapes Orual's worldview.
His character represents the oppressive forces that can distort love and familial bonds.

The God of the Mountain

This mysterious character embodies the divine and the unknown. His relationship with
Psyche raises questions about the nature of love and sacrifice, challenging Orual's
understanding of both.

Themes in Till We Have Faces

"Till We Have Faces" is rich with thematic depth. Some of the most prominent themes
include:

Love and Jealousy

The novel intricately explores the duality of love, showcasing how it can lead to both
profound joy and devastating jealousy. Orual's love for Psyche is protective yet possessive,
highlighting the fine line between love and control.



Identity and Self-Discovery

Orual’s journey is fundamentally one of self-discovery. As she confronts her own flaws and
insecurities, she learns about the nature of her identity beyond her relationships with
others. This theme resonates with readers, inviting them to reflect on their self-
perception.

The Nature of the Divine

Through the character of the god of the mountain, Lewis explores the complexities of faith
and the human relationship with the divine. The narrative questions the nature of truth
and the ways in which individuals perceive and relate to higher powers.

Redemption and Forgiveness

The latter part of the novel focuses on Orual’s quest for redemption. As she grapples with
her past actions, the theme of forgiveness emerges, emphasizing the importance of
recognizing one’s faults and seeking reconciliation.

Literary Significance

C.S. Lewis's "Till We Have Faces" is often regarded as one of the significant works of 20th-
century literature. Its departure from traditional narrative forms and its deep
psychological insights set it apart in Lewis’s bibliography. The novel's structure, which
intertwines myth and personal reflection, invites readers to engage with the text on
multiple levels.

Myth as a Narrative Device

By using the myth of Cupid and Psyche as a backdrop, Lewis allows for a rich exploration
of universal themes. The adaptation of myth serves to elevate the personal struggles of
Orual and Psyche, transforming their tale into a reflection on humanity itself.

Philosophical and Psychological Depth

Lewis's philosophical insights are woven throughout the narrative. His ability to articulate
complex emotional experiences resonates with readers, prompting them to consider their
own beliefs about love, identity, and the divine.



Conclusion

In summary, Till We Have Faces CS Lewis is a profound exploration of love, identity,
and the human experience, encapsulated in a rich narrative that intertwines personal
struggles with mythological elements. Through the character of Orual, Lewis invites
readers to confront their own complexities, encouraging a journey toward self-discovery
and understanding. This novel stands as a testament to Lewis's literary genius, making it a
must-read for those interested in the deeper aspects of human relationships and the
nature of existence. Whether you are a long-time fan of C.S. Lewis or new to his work, "Till
We Have Faces" offers a transformative reading experience that resonates long after the
final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Till We Have Faces' by C.S.
Lewis?

The main theme of 'Till We Have Faces' revolves around the nature of love, identity, and
the relationship between the divine and human understanding, exploring how true self-
awareness can only be achieved through a deep connection with others and the divine.

Who are the central characters in 'Till We Have Faces'?

The central characters include Orual, the protagonist and narrator; her sister Psyche, who
is viewed as a goddess; and the god of the mountain, who represents the divine. Their
relationships drive the narrative and the exploration of various themes.

How does C.S. Lewis reinterpret the myth of Cupid and
Psyche in 'Till We Have Faces'?

C.S. Lewis reinterprets the myth by shifting the focus from Psyche's perspective to that of
her sister Orual, offering a deeper exploration of jealousy, love, and the complexities of
human emotions, ultimately presenting a more nuanced view of the original myth.

What role does the concept of masks play in the novel?

The concept of masks symbolizes the facades people create to protect themselves or to
hide their true selves. Orual's journey reflects her struggle to remove her metaphorical
mask to find authenticity and connection with others and the divine.

What philosophical questions does 'Till We Have Faces'
raise?

The novel raises philosophical questions about the nature of reality, the existence of God,
the meaning of love, and the challenge of understanding one's true self in relation to



others and the divine.

How does Orual's character develop throughout the
story?

Orual's character evolves from a bitter, jealous figure to one who gains insight into her
own flaws and the nature of love. Her journey leads her to confront her misconceptions
about love and relationships, ultimately seeking redemption and understanding.

What is the significance of the title 'Till We Have
Faces'?

The title reflects the idea that true understanding and connection can only occur when
individuals reveal their true selves and acknowledge their vulnerabilities, emphasizing the
importance of authenticity in relationships.

How does 'Till We Have Faces' compare to C.S. Lewis's
other works?

While 'Till We Have Faces' shares themes of faith and morality found in Lewis's other
works, it stands out for its deep psychological exploration of human emotions and
relationships, making it a unique and complex narrative compared to his more
straightforward allegorical tales.
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