
tippecanoe and tyler too history
Tippecanoe and Tyler Too history is a fascinating saga that intertwines American politics, catchy
slogans, and the early 19th-century presidential campaign. The phrase refers to the campaign of
William Henry Harrison and his running mate, John Tyler, during the election of 1840. This campaign
was significant not only for its political outcomes but also for its innovative use of slogans and
grassroots mobilization, setting a precedent for future electoral strategies. In this article, we will
explore the historical context of this campaign, its key figures, and the lasting impact it had on
American politics.

Historical Context of the 1840 Election

The election of 1840 occurred during a period of economic turmoil in the United States. The country
was still reeling from the Panic of 1837, which led to widespread unemployment, bank failures, and a
general decline in the economy. Amidst this backdrop, the incumbent president, Martin Van Buren,
faced strong criticism for his handling of the economic crisis.

The Rise of the Whig Party

The Whig Party emerged in the 1830s as a response to what its members perceived as the autocratic
style of President Andrew Jackson and the Democratic Party. Key characteristics of the Whig Party
included:

Advocacy for a strong federal government

Support for economic modernization and infrastructure projects

Emphasis on moral reforms and temperance

With the economic situation deteriorating, the Whigs saw an opportunity to capitalize on public
discontent and put forth their candidates, William Henry Harrison for president and John Tyler for vice
president.

William Henry Harrison: The Hero of Tippecanoe

William Henry Harrison had a storied military career and was celebrated for his role in the Battle of
Tippecanoe, which took place in 1811. This battle was a significant conflict between American forces
and Native American warriors led by Tecumseh. Harrison's victory at Tippecanoe solidified his
reputation as a national hero and provided the campaign with its iconic slogan.



The Battle of Tippecanoe

The Battle of Tippecanoe was a pivotal moment in American history for several reasons:

It demonstrated U.S. military strength against Native American resistance.

The battle was part of a larger conflict known as the War of 1812.

Harrison's leadership during the battle earned him the nickname "Old Tippecanoe."

The slogan "Tippecanoe and Tyler Too" effectively linked Harrison's military accomplishments with his
running mate, John Tyler, creating a sense of unity and shared purpose in the campaign.

John Tyler: The Accidental Vice President

John Tyler was a prominent Virginia politician who had served as governor and a member of both the
U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate. His selection as Harrison's running mate was strategic,
as it aimed to appeal to Southern voters and unite various factions within the Whig Party. Tyler was
seen as a moderate who could bridge the gap between different political interests.

Tyler's Political Philosophy

Tyler's political philosophy was characterized by:

Commitment to states' rights

Opposition to federal overreach

Support for agricultural interests over industrialization

Despite his initial alignment with the Whig Party, Tyler's presidency following Harrison's death in 1841
would reveal deep ideological divides between him and the Whigs, ultimately leading to his expulsion
from the party.

The Campaign Strategies of 1840

The 1840 campaign was groundbreaking, employing new strategies that would shape future political
campaigns in the United States. The Whigs embraced mass mobilization, utilizing various tactics to
engage voters.



Innovative Campaign Techniques

The campaign introduced several innovative techniques:

Slogans and Symbols: "Tippecanoe and Tyler Too" became a rallying cry, while campaign1.
banners and songs were used to create a memorable brand for the candidates.

Log Cabin Campaign: The Whigs portrayed Harrison as a man of the people, emphasizing his2.
humble beginnings. They constructed log cabins at rallies to symbolize his connection to the
common man.

Rallies and Parades: Large-scale rallies and parades were organized to engage voters and3.
create a festive atmosphere around the campaign.

These techniques were instrumental in mobilizing support and ultimately led to Harrison's election.

The Outcome of the 1840 Election

The election of 1840 resulted in a significant victory for the Whig Party. William Henry Harrison won
the presidency with a resounding majority, capturing 234 electoral votes compared to Van Buren's 60.
This election marked the first time a candidate used a campaign slogan to such great effect, and it set
the stage for the modern political campaign.

The Inauguration and Harrison's Death

Harrison's presidency was short-lived. He delivered an inaugural address that lasted nearly two hours
and, unfortunately, did not take precautions against the cold. Just weeks after taking office, he fell ill
and died on April 4, 1841, making him the first sitting president to die in office.

The Legacy of Tippecanoe and Tyler Too

Despite its brevity, Harrison's presidency and the campaign slogan "Tippecanoe and Tyler Too" left an
indelible mark on American political history.

Impact on American Politics

The 1840 election and its strategies had several lasting impacts:



Introduction of Campaign Slogans: The use of catchy slogans became standard practice in
American politics.

Grassroots Mobilization: The emphasis on engaging ordinary citizens laid the groundwork for
future political campaigns.

Party Identity: The Whig Party’s strategies in 1840 influenced how political parties developed
their identities and connected with voters.

In conclusion, the history of Tippecanoe and Tyler Too is a rich narrative that highlights the
evolution of political campaigning in the United States. The campaign not only led to the election of
William Henry Harrison but also ushered in a new era of political engagement that would shape the
landscape of American democracy for generations to come. From its innovative strategies to its
memorable slogan, the legacy of this campaign continues to resonate in modern political practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the slogan 'Tippecanoe and Tyler
Too' in American history?
The slogan 'Tippecanoe and Tyler Too' was used during the 1840 presidential campaign of William
Henry Harrison and his running mate John Tyler. It highlighted Harrison's military leadership at the
Battle of Tippecanoe and aimed to unite voters under a catchy, memorable phrase.

Who were Tippecanoe and Tyler, and what roles did they play
in the 1840 election?
Tippecanoe refers to William Henry Harrison, who gained fame for his role as a military leader in the
Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811. Tyler refers to John Tyler, who was his vice-presidential running mate.
Together, they represented the Whig Party in the 1840 election.

What events led to the creation of the slogan 'Tippecanoe and
Tyler Too'?
The slogan emerged from Harrison's military reputation after the Battle of Tippecanoe, where he
defeated Native American forces. The Whig Party capitalized on this victory to promote Harrison as a
strong leader and appeal to voters.

How did the slogan impact the electoral success of Harrison
and Tyler?
The slogan 'Tippecanoe and Tyler Too' became a rallying cry for supporters, significantly contributing
to their electoral success. It helped to create a strong campaign identity and resonated with voters,
ultimately leading to Harrison's victory in the 1840 election.



What were the main issues in the 1840 presidential
campaign?
The main issues in the 1840 campaign included economic distress following the Panic of 1837, the
role of government in the economy, and the appeal of a strong military leader following the War of
1812. Harrison's military background was a key part of his appeal.

What was the outcome of the 1840 presidential election?
William Henry Harrison won the 1840 presidential election, defeating the incumbent Martin Van
Buren. Harrison's victory marked the first time a Whig candidate won the presidency, though he died
just 31 days into his term.

What legacy did 'Tippecanoe and Tyler Too' leave in American
politics?
The slogan 'Tippecanoe and Tyler Too' set a precedent for catchy campaign phrases that resonate
with voters. It demonstrated the power of political branding and slogans in elections, influencing
future political campaigns in the United States.
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