
tithing under the law
Tithing under the law is a topic that has been widely discussed in religious, historical,
and theological circles. Tithing, the practice of giving a tenth of one’s income or produce,
has its roots in biblical texts and ancient traditions. Understanding tithing under the law
involves exploring its historical context, scriptural basis, and its implications for modern
believers. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of tithing as it relates to
the law, examining its origins, interpretations, and contemporary relevance.

Historical Context of Tithing

Tithing can be traced back to ancient civilizations, particularly in the context of
agricultural societies where a portion of the harvest was set aside for religious purposes.
The practice is not limited to the Israelites; many ancient cultures recognized the
importance of giving back to the gods or the community.

Old Testament Foundations

In the Old Testament, tithing is explicitly mentioned in several passages. The most notable
references include:

1. Genesis 14:18-20: This passage describes Abram giving a tithe to Melchizedek, the king
of Salem, representing an early example of tithing.
2. Leviticus 27:30-33: Here, the law states that a tithe of the land, whether of seed or fruit,
belongs to the Lord.
3. Deuteronomy 14:22-29: This passage outlines the obligation of the Israelites to tithe
annually and provides instructions on how to use the tithe, including support for the
Levites, the poor, and various religious festivals.

These scriptures illustrate that tithing was not merely a suggestion but a commandment
integral to the covenantal relationship between God and His people.

Theological Implications of Tithing

Understanding tithing under the law opens up various theological implications concerning
the nature of giving and the believer's relationship with God.

Obedience and Worship

Tithing is often viewed as an act of obedience to God’s commands. It signifies recognition
of God’s sovereignty and provision. By giving a tenth of their harvest or income, believers



acknowledge that all they possess ultimately belongs to God.

Support for the Levites and the Poor

In the Old Testament, tithing served practical purposes beyond personal piety. It provided
for the Levitical priesthood, who were not allotted land and thus relied on the tithes of the
people for their sustenance. Additionally, it supported the poor and marginalized in
society. This communal aspect of tithing reflects a broader biblical mandate for social
justice and care for the needy.

Covenantal Relationship

The act of tithing is deeply embedded in the Israelite covenant with God. It symbolizes a
reciprocal relationship where blessings are exchanged. In return for the people's
faithfulness in giving, God promises to bless them abundantly, as highlighted in Malachi
3:10, where He challenges them to test Him with their tithes.

Tithing in the New Testament

With the advent of the New Testament, the discussion surrounding tithing evolves. While
Jesus and the apostles reference tithing, their focus shifts toward the underlying principles
of generosity and the heart behind giving.

Jesus’ Teachings

In Matthew 23:23, Jesus criticizes the Pharisees for their meticulous tithing while
neglecting weightier matters of justice, mercy, and faithfulness. This suggests that while
tithing is important, it should not overshadow the more significant aspects of a righteous
life.

Apostolic Guidance

The apostle Paul addresses the issue of giving in his letters, particularly in 2 Corinthians
9:6-8, where he encourages believers to give cheerfully and not reluctantly. This emphasis
on attitude rather than a fixed percentage suggests a shift from the rigid requirements of
the law to a more grace-filled approach to generosity.



Contemporary Views on Tithing

In modern Christianity, the practice of tithing is often viewed through various lenses.
Different denominations and theological perspectives influence how tithing is interpreted
and practiced.

Denominational Perspectives

1. Traditional Evangelical View: Many evangelical churches uphold the practice of tithing
as a biblical mandate, encouraging members to give ten percent of their gross income.
2. Progressive Christian View: Some progressive Christians see tithing as a guideline
rather than a strict requirement, advocating for generous giving based on individual
circumstances and the needs of the community.
3. Prosperity Gospel: Certain groups promote a prosperity gospel, suggesting that tithing
leads to material wealth and blessings, often leading to controversy regarding the ethical
implications of such teachings.

Challenges and Critiques

The practice of tithing today is not without criticism. Some common challenges include:

- Financial Burden: Many individuals and families struggle with financial pressures,
making a strict tithe challenging to fulfill.
- Misuse of Funds: Concerns about how church funds are utilized can lead to skepticism
regarding tithing. Transparency and accountability in church finances are critical to
maintaining trust.
- Legalism vs. Grace: The tension between adhering to a legalistic view of tithing and
embracing the grace of generous giving can create confusion and guilt among believers.

Practical Applications of Tithing

Despite the challenges, tithing can have practical applications in the life of a believer.
Here are some ways to integrate tithing into one’s spiritual discipline:

Evaluate Financial Priorities: Assess your financial situation and determine a1.
reasonable percentage that aligns with your values while being sustainable.

Incorporate Giving into Your Budget: Treat tithing as a non-negotiable expense in2.
your budget, allocating funds for both church and charitable causes.

Engage with Your Community: Consider how your tithes can support local3.
missions, outreach programs, and social justice initiatives.



Communicate with Your Church: Stay informed about how your contributions are4.
being utilized and engage with church leadership regarding financial matters.

Conclusion

In summary, tithing under the law serves as a profound reflection of faith, obedience,
and community responsibility. While the practice has its roots in the Old Testament, its
interpretation and application have evolved through the New Testament and into
contemporary Christianity. By understanding its historical and theological foundations,
believers can approach tithing not merely as a legal obligation but as an expression of
gratitude, worship, and commitment to the broader community. As individuals navigate
their own financial journeys, the principles of generosity and stewardship can guide them
in making meaningful contributions to their churches and the world at large.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is tithing under the law in a biblical context?
Tithing under the law refers to the practice of giving one-tenth of one's income or
agricultural produce to God as commanded in the Old Testament, particularly in books like
Leviticus and Deuteronomy.

How does the concept of tithing under the law differ
from modern practices?
While tithing under the law was a mandatory requirement for the Israelites, modern
practices often view tithing as a voluntary expression of faith and gratitude, with many
churches encouraging but not mandating a specific percentage.

Are Christians today required to tithe according to the
Old Testament law?
Most Christian denominations believe that tithing is not a requirement under the New
Covenant established by Jesus, emphasizing generosity and stewardship instead of a fixed
percentage.

What are the biblical references that support tithing
under the law?
Key biblical references include Leviticus 27:30-32, Numbers 18:21-26, and Deuteronomy
14:22-29, which outline the requirements and purpose of tithing in ancient Israel.



How did tithing under the law support the Levitical
priesthood?
Tithing under the law provided the Levites and priests with resources for their ministry
and sustenance, as they were not allocated land like the other tribes of Israel.

What are some common misconceptions about tithing
under the law?
Common misconceptions include the belief that tithing is a strict obligation for all
Christians today and that failing to tithe results in divine punishment or curse.

Can tithing under the law be justified in a contemporary
financial context?
Some argue that the principles of tithing can still apply today as a guideline for charitable
giving and financial responsibility, though the exact percentage may vary.

What role does grace play in the discussion of tithing
under the law?
Grace suggests that giving should come from a place of love and willingness rather than
obligation; thus, many Christians feel called to give generously without adhering strictly to
the Old Testament law.

What alternatives to tithing under the law are
encouraged in the New Testament?
The New Testament encourages believers to give generously, cheerfully, and according to
their means, as seen in passages like 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, which focus on the spirit of
giving rather than a specific amount.
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