
to have and have not screenplay
To Have and Have Not is a classic film that was released in 1944, directed by
Howard Hawks and based on the novel of the same name by Ernest Hemingway. The
screenplay, co-written by Jules Furthman and William Faulkner, is a
remarkable blend of adventure, romance, and wartime intrigue. This article
will delve into the screenplay's elements, themes, and its significance in
film history, as well as its impact on popular culture.

Background of the Screenplay

The Source Material
The screenplay for To Have and Have Not is adapted from Ernest Hemingway's
1937 novel, which tells the story of a fishing boat captain caught up in the
political turmoil of World War II in the Caribbean. Hemingway's original work
is more somber and introspective, focusing on existential themes and the
human condition. The adaptation into a screenplay required significant
changes to appeal to a broader audience, with a heavier emphasis on romance
and adventure.

Development and Production
The film was produced by Warner Bros., and its production was marked by
several challenges. The studio was eager to capitalize on the growing
popularity of Humphrey Bogart, who had recently starred in successful films
like Casablanca. Bogart was cast as Harry Morgan, the tough yet charismatic
boat captain, while Lauren Bacall made her film debut as the alluring Marie
"Slim" Browning. Their on-screen chemistry was palpable, which would later
translate to a real-life romance.

The screenplay underwent multiple revisions during the production process.
Notably, William Faulkner, who was already an established literary figure,
contributed to the screenplay, infusing it with a unique perspective and
dialogue style that enhanced the film's overall quality.

Key Themes

Love and Relationships
One of the central themes of To Have and Have Not is love and the
complexities of relationships. The film showcases the romantic tension



between Harry Morgan and Slim Browning, emphasizing the idea that love can
bloom amid chaos and uncertainty. Their relationship evolves from a chance
encounter to a deep emotional connection, highlighting themes of trust,
sacrifice, and the desire for companionship in trying times.

The Dichotomy of Wealth
The title itself, To Have and Have Not, speaks to the contrasting lives of
the characters within the film. Harry Morgan embodies the "have not" aspect,
a struggling fisherman who finds himself embroiled in dangerous situations.
In contrast, the wealthy characters in the film represent privilege and
power, often exploiting the vulnerable for their benefit. This dichotomy
serves as a critique of social class disparities, particularly during a time
when many were suffering due to the war.

Morality and Survival
The screenplay also explores the theme of morality in times of crisis. Harry
Morgan is faced with moral dilemmas that challenge his principles. He must
navigate the fine line between right and wrong, often making choices that
blur ethical boundaries. This aspect of the screenplay is reflective of
Hemingway's own literary themes, where characters frequently grapple with
their moral compass amidst existential crises.

Character Analysis

Harry Morgan
Harry Morgan, portrayed by Humphrey Bogart, is the quintessential anti-hero.
He is rugged, resourceful, and somewhat cynical, yet his inherent goodness
shines through as he becomes embroiled in the plight of those around him. His
character evolves throughout the film, transitioning from a self-serving
fisherman to a man willing to risk everything for love and justice.

Slim Browning
Lauren Bacall's character, Slim Browning, is a strong and independent woman.
She is not merely a love interest; she is a pivotal force in Harry's
transformation. Slim is portrayed as witty, charming, and capable of standing
her ground, challenging the traditional female roles of the time. Bacall's
performance helped establish her as a leading actress and set a precedent for
strong female characters in cinema.



Supporting Characters
The film features a variety of supporting characters that enrich the
narrative:

- Mr. Johnson: A shady figure who serves as a catalyst for much of the film's
conflict, representing the darker side of human nature.
- The French Resistance: Characters associated with the resistance movement
symbolize hope and resilience against oppression.
- The Villain: A character who embodies the threat of fascism, adding tension
and urgency to Harry's journey.

Notable Scenes

The "You Know How to Whistle" Scene
One of the most iconic scenes in To Have and Have Not is the flirtatious
exchange between Harry and Slim, culminating in the famous line, "You know
how to whistle, don’t you?" This moment not only showcases the chemistry
between Bogart and Bacall but also sets the tone for their relationship
throughout the film. The dialogue is sharp and playful, reflecting the
writing prowess of Faulkner and Furthman.

The Climactic Confrontation
The climax of the film is marked by a confrontation with the antagonist,
where Harry must choose between personal safety and helping those in need.
This scene encapsulates the moral dilemmas faced by the characters and serves
as a poignant reminder of the stakes involved in wartime.

Cinematography and Direction

Howard Hawks' Directorial Style
Howard Hawks was known for his ability to blend genres and create dynamic
narratives. In To Have and Have Not, he expertly combines elements of
romance, adventure, and suspense, resulting in a film that is both
entertaining and thought-provoking. His use of dialogue-driven scenes
contrasts with action sequences, creating a balanced pacing that keeps the
audience engaged.



Cinematographic Techniques
The film's cinematography, led by director of photography James Wong Howe, is
noteworthy for its use of natural lighting and innovative camera angles. The
vibrant colors of the Caribbean setting are beautifully captured, enhancing
the film's visual appeal. Moreover, the use of close-ups during emotional
scenes allows for deeper character exploration, drawing the audience into the
protagonists' inner worlds.

Impact and Legacy

Cultural Significance
To Have and Have Not is significant not only for its storytelling but also
for its cultural impact. The film is credited with launching the career of
Lauren Bacall, who became an iconic figure in Hollywood. The chemistry
between Bogart and Bacall set a standard for romantic leads in cinema,
influencing countless films that followed.

Influence on Popular Culture
The film has left a lasting imprint on popular culture, particularly through
its memorable quotes and scenes. The iconic line "You know how to whistle"
has permeated popular consciousness, often referenced in various forms of
media. Additionally, the film’s blend of romance and adventure set a
precedent for future romantic dramas and action films.

Critical Reception
Upon its release, To Have and Have Not received a mixed reception from
critics; however, over time, it has been reevaluated and is now regarded as a
classic. The performances, particularly those of Bogart and Bacall, have been
lauded, and the film continues to be studied for its screenwriting,
direction, and character development.

Conclusion
In summary, the screenplay of To Have and Have Not stands as a testament to
the collaborative efforts of its writers, directors, and actors. It weaves
together themes of love, morality, and survival in a way that resonates with
audiences even decades after its release. The film not only showcases the
talents of Bogart and Bacall but also represents a significant cultural
artifact of the 1940s, reflecting the complexities of human relationships
amidst the backdrop of war. As such, To Have and Have Not remains a pivotal
piece of cinema history, continuing to inspire filmmakers and audiences



alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of the screenplay 'To Have
and Have Not'?
The primary theme revolves around love, survival, and the moral complexities
of human relationships set against the backdrop of war and economic hardship.

Who wrote the original novel that 'To Have and Have
Not' is based on?
The original novel was written by Ernest Hemingway and published in 1937.

How does the screenplay differ from Hemingway's
novel?
The screenplay diverges significantly from the novel, focusing more on the
romantic relationship between the main characters and incorporating elements
of adventure and humor, which were not present in the original text.

Who directed the 1944 film adaptation of 'To Have
and Have Not'?
The film was directed by Howard Hawks and is notable for its blend of romance
and adventure.

What iconic line is famously associated with 'To
Have and Have Not'?
The line 'You know how to whistle, don't you, Steve? You just put your lips
together and blow' is one of the most iconic lines from the film.

Which actors starred in the leading roles of the 'To
Have and Have Not' film?
The film starred Humphrey Bogart as Harry Morgan and Lauren Bacall as Marie
'Slim' Browning.

What impact did 'To Have and Have Not' have on the
careers of its lead actors?
The film was pivotal in establishing the on-screen chemistry between Bogart



and Bacall, leading to their marriage and making them one of Hollywood's
iconic couples.

What genre does 'To Have and Have Not' belong to?
The screenplay can be categorized as an adventure romance, incorporating
elements of film noir and wartime drama.
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