
to kill a mockingbird anticipation guide
To kill a mockingbird anticipation guide is an invaluable tool for educators and students alike,
designed to enhance comprehension and stimulate critical thinking about Harper Lee’s classic novel.
This guide serves as a pre-reading exercise that helps students engage with the themes, characters,
and moral dilemmas presented in the narrative. In this article, we will explore the purpose of an
anticipation guide, key themes in "To Kill a Mockingbird," and how to effectively use this guide to
enrich the reading experience.

What is an Anticipation Guide?

An anticipation guide is a structured tool that prompts students to reflect on and articulate their
thoughts about key concepts and themes before reading a text. It typically includes a series of
statements related to the book's content, allowing students to agree or disagree based on their pre-
existing beliefs or experiences. This method serves several purposes:

Encourages critical thinking

Activates prior knowledge

Sets a purpose for reading

Facilitates discussion and debate

By engaging with the anticipation guide, students can better understand their own perspectives and
how they might relate to the characters and situations in "To Kill a Mockingbird."

Key Themes in "To Kill a Mockingbird"

Harper Lee's novel is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Understanding these
themes is crucial to making the most out of an anticipation guide. Here are some of the most
significant themes to consider:

1. Racism and Social Injustice

One of the central themes of "To Kill a Mockingbird" is the pervasive racism that existed in the
American South during the 1930s. The novel exposes the deep-seated prejudices that affect the lives
of the characters, particularly Tom Robinson, a Black man unjustly accused of raping a white woman.



2. Moral Growth and Empathy

The story follows the moral development of Scout Finch as she learns about empathy and
understanding. Atticus Finch, her father, serves as a moral compass, teaching his children to see the
world from others' perspectives.

3. The Loss of Innocence

As Scout and her brother Jem navigate the complexities of their small town, they confront harsh
realities that challenge their childhood innocence. This theme is symbolized through the metaphor of
the mockingbird, representing the idea of harming those who do no wrong.

4. The Importance of Family

Family dynamics play a significant role in shaping the characters’ beliefs and behaviors. The Finch
family’s values and relationships illustrate the importance of support and guidance in the face of
societal challenges.

Creating an Anticipation Guide for "To Kill a
Mockingbird"

When developing an anticipation guide for "To Kill a Mockingbird," it's essential to include statements
or questions that provoke thought and discussion. Here are some steps to create an effective guide:

Step 1: Identify Key Topics

Choose topics that are relevant to the themes of the novel. Consider the following categories:

Prejudice and discrimination

Justice and morality

Childhood and growing up

Family and community



Step 2: Formulate Statements

Create statements that students can respond to. These should be thought-provoking and open-ended.
For example:

It is important to stand up for what is right, even if it is unpopular.1.

People are often judged based on their appearance rather than their character.2.

Childhood innocence is something that can be preserved.3.

Family is a primary source of moral guidance in one’s life.4.

Step 3: Encourage Reflection

Ask students to write down their initial reactions to each statement. They can agree, disagree, or
remain neutral, and provide a brief explanation for their choices. This reflection encourages deeper
engagement with the text.

Step 4: Facilitate Discussion

After students have completed their anticipation guides, facilitate a class discussion. Encourage
students to share their thoughts and challenge each other’s perspectives. This dialogue will not only
enhance their reading experience but also help them connect personally with the story.

Using the Anticipation Guide During Reading

The anticipation guide should not be limited to pre-reading activities. As students progress through
"To Kill a Mockingbird," they can revisit their initial thoughts and reflect on how their perspectives
may have changed. Here’s how to do this effectively:

1. Revisit Statements

After completing significant chapters or sections of the book, have students return to their
anticipation guide. Ask them to reassess their responses in light of the new information they’ve
gained.



2. Connect to Characters and Events

Encourage students to connect their reflections to specific characters and events in the novel. For
instance, how does Atticus Finch’s defense of Tom Robinson challenge or reinforce their views on
standing up for justice?

3. Journal Reflections

Students can maintain a reading journal where they document their thoughts on the anticipation
guide statements throughout the reading process. This journal can serve as a valuable resource for
discussions and writing assignments.

Conclusion

In conclusion, a to kill a mockingbird anticipation guide is a powerful educational tool that
promotes critical thinking, reflection, and discussion among students. By exploring the themes of
racism, moral growth, and the complexities of human relationships, students can deepen their
understanding of Harper Lee's timeless classic. As they engage with the anticipation guide, they will
not only enhance their reading experience but also cultivate empathy and awareness of the societal
issues that continue to resonate today. By fostering these discussions, educators can create a
dynamic learning environment that encourages students to think critically about literature and the
world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes should students focus on when reading 'To Kill a
Mockingbird' for the anticipation guide?
Students should focus on themes such as racial injustice, moral growth, empathy, and the loss of
innocence.

How can an anticipation guide enhance the reading
experience of 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?
An anticipation guide can enhance the reading experience by prompting students to think critically
about the themes and issues presented in the novel, encouraging them to make personal connections
and predictions.

What type of statements are typically included in an
anticipation guide for 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?
Statements often include opinions or controversial issues related to race, morality, and empathy, such



as 'It is important to stand up for what is right, even if you are alone.'

How can teachers effectively use an anticipation guide before
starting 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?
Teachers can use the anticipation guide to spark discussion, gauge students' prior knowledge, and set
a purpose for reading by having students agree or disagree with the statements before and after
reading.

What impact does discussing an anticipation guide have on
students' understanding of 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?
Discussing an anticipation guide allows students to articulate their thoughts, challenge their beliefs,
and deepen their understanding of complex social issues presented in the novel.
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