to kill a mockingbird timeline review
answer key

To kill a mockingbird timeline review answer key is an essential tool for students and
educators looking to dissect the narrative structure and key events of Harper Lee's classic
novel. This literary work, published in 1960, explores themes of racial injustice, moral
growth, and human empathy through the eyes of a young girl named Scout Finch.
Understanding the timeline of the story not only enhances comprehension but also aids in
deeper analysis during discussions or examinations. In this article, we will provide a
comprehensive timeline of significant events in "To Kill a Mockingbird," along with an
answer key that can be useful for students studying the novel.

Overview of the Novel

Before diving into the timeline, it is important to understand the context of the novel. "To
Kill a Mockingbird" is set in the 1930s in the fictional town of Maycomb, Alabama. The
narrative is delivered from the perspective of Scout Finch, who lives with her brother Jem
and their widowed father, Atticus Finch. As the story unfolds, Scout and Jem encounter
various characters and events that shape their understanding of morality and justice.

Key Themes in "To Kill a Mockingbird"

The novel is rich with themes that are relevant even today. Some of the most prominent
themes include:

* Racial Injustice: The systemic racism prevalent in the South during the 1930s is a
central theme, particularly through the trial of Tom Robinson.

e Moral Growth: The characters, especially Scout and Jem, undergo significant moral
development as they confront prejudice and learn about empathy.

e The Coexistence of Good and Evil: The story illustrates the complexities of human
nature and the struggle between good and evil.

e Social Class and Gender Roles: The novel critiques the social hierarchies and
gender expectations of its time.



Timeline of Significant Events

To help students and readers better understand the flow of the narrative, here’s a detailed
timeline of key events in "To Kill a Mockingbird":

Before the Story Begins

1. The Finch Family Background: Atticus Finch, a lawyer, raises his two children, Scout
and Jem, in Maycomb, Alabama. Their mother has died, leaving Atticus to raise them
alone.

Part One: Childhood and Innocence

2. Scout’s First Day of School: Scout starts school and quickly gets into trouble for being
able to read. Her teacher, Miss Caroline, reprimands her for being advanced.

3. The Boo Radley Game: Scout, Jem, and Dill begin to create games around the
mysterious Radley house, where they are fascinated by the reclusive Boo Radley.

4. Scout’s Fight with Walter Cunningham: Scout fights Walter Cunningham at school, and
Atticus teaches her to empathize with others by understanding their perspective.

5. Calpurnia’s Lesson: The Finch family's housekeeper, Calpurnia, teaches Scout a lesson
on hospitality and respect when they invite Walter Cunningham to lunch.

Part Two: Rising Tensions

6. The Mysterious Gifts: Scout and Jem discover gifts left in the knothole of the Radley
tree, which they believe are from Boo Radley.

7. The Incident with Mrs. Dubose: Jem destroys Mrs. Dubose’s camellias in anger, and
Atticus forces him to apologize, teaching them both about courage and overcoming
personal battles.

8. The Trial Announcement: The townsfolk learn that Tom Robinson, a black man, has
been accused of raping Mayella Ewell, a white woman, leading to tensions in the
community.

9. Atticus Takes the Case: Atticus agrees to defend Tom Robinson, despite knowing the
backlash he and his family will face.

Part Three: The Trial

10. The Trial Begins: The courtroom drama unfolds, showcasing the deep-seated racism of
the community. Key witnesses include Mayella Ewell and her father, Bob Ewell.

11. Tom Robinson’s Testimony: Atticus reveals the truth about the incident, showing that
Tom was trying to help Mayella, not harm her.

12. The Verdict: Despite clear evidence of Tom’s innocence, the jury convicts him,
illustrating the racial injustices of the time.



Part Four: Consequences and Growth

13. The Aftermath of the Trial: Tom tries to escape from prison and is shot dead. This
event deeply affects Scout and Jem.

14. Bob Ewell’s Revenge: Bob Ewell seeks revenge on Atticus by attacking his children on
Halloween night.

15. Boo Radley Saves the Children: Boo Radley intervenes and saves Scout and Jem from
Bob Ewell’s attack, revealing his true character.

16. Scout’s Understanding of Boo: In the end, Scout meets Boo and finally understands
him, marking her moral growth and loss of childhood innocence.

Conclusion

The timeline of "To Kill a Mockingbird" serves as a guide to understanding the novel’s
complex narrative and significant events. It highlights the growth of Scout and Jem as they
navigate the themes of racial injustice and moral integrity. For students, having a to kill a
mockingbird timeline review answer key allows for a structured approach to analyzing
the text, fostering discussions that can lead to a deeper understanding of the book's
messages.

In summary, "To Kill a Mockingbird" is not just a story about childhood; it’s a profound
exploration of human morals, society, and the fight against prejudice. By studying the
timeline and key events of the novel, readers can appreciate the intricate layers of Harper
Lee’s storytelling and the timeless lessons it imparts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the title 'To Kill a
Mockingbird' in relation to the timeline of the story?

The title symbolizes the destruction of innocence, represented by the mockingbird, which
is a metaphor for characters like Tom Robinson and Boo Radley who do no harm but are
harmed by society.

What major event occurs in chapter 12 of 'To Kill a
Mockingbird' that is important to the timeline?

In chapter 12, Calpurnia takes Jem and Scout to her African American church, exposing
them to the black community's culture and the racial divide in their town.

How does the trial of Tom Robinson, which takes place
in the middle of the book, affect the timeline of the



story?

The trial serves as a pivotal moment in the timeline, highlighting themes of racial injustice
and moral growth for characters like Scout and Jem as they confront the realities of their
society.

What event marks the climax of 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

The climax occurs during the trial of Tom Robinson, particularly the moment when Atticus
Finch delivers his closing argument, challenging the prejudices of the jury.

In what chapter do Scout and Jem first encounter Boo
Radley, and how does this shape the timeline?

Scout and Jem first encounter Boo Radley in chapter 28 during the Halloween pageant,
which serves as a significant turning point in their understanding of bravery and
compassion.

What role does the setting of Maycomb play in the
timeline of 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

Maycomb serves as a microcosm of American society during the Great Depression, with its
entrenched racism and social hierarchies influencing the events and characters' actions
throughout the timeline.

How does the children's perception of Boo Radley evolve
throughout the timeline?

Initially viewed as a monster, Boo is later seen as a protective figure, culminating in
Scout's realization of his true nature, which is a key development in their character arcs.

What pivotal moment occurs at the end of the novel that
ties back to the timeline of Scout's growth?

At the end of the novel, Scout reflects on her father's lessons about empathy and
understanding, showcasing her growth as she stands on Boo Radley's porch, seeing the
world from his perspective.

What does the timeline of events in 'To Kill a
Mockingbird' reveal about societal change?

The timeline illustrates a slow but significant shift in societal attitudes towards race and
justice, emphasizing the need for empathy and moral courage in the face of prejudice.



What events in the timeline foreshadow the trial of Tom
Robinson?

Events such as the children's experiences with racism at school, the confrontation with the
Ewells, and the growing tension in Maycomb foreshadow the trial and its impact on the
community.
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