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tommorow when the war began is a gripping young adult novel written by John Marsden that has
captivated readers worldwide with its intense narrative and compelling characters. The story follows
a group of teenagers who return from a camping trip to find their country invaded and their way of
life shattered. This novel blends elements of adventure, survival, and coming-of-age, making it a
significant work in Australian literature and the broader genre of war fiction for young readers. The
book’s themes of resilience, friendship, and resistance against overwhelming odds have made it a
staple in school curriculums and inspired various adaptations, including films and television series.
This article explores the plot, themes, characters, and cultural impact of tommorow when the war
began, providing a comprehensive understanding of its enduring popularity and significance. Below
is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered.
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Overview of Tommorow When the War Began
tommorow when the war began is the first book in a seven-part series by Australian author John
Marsden. Published in 1993, it marked a significant contribution to the young adult war and
adventure genre. The novel is set in a rural Australian town and follows a group of teenagers as they
navigate the sudden invasion of their country. The story is narrated by Ellie, one of the protagonists,
whose perspective offers readers an intimate and authentic view of the events as they unfold. The
book’s combination of suspense, survival tactics, and emotional depth has made it a defining work
that resonates with both young and adult readers alike.

Author Background
John Marsden is an acclaimed Australian writer known for his ability to capture the complexities of
adolescence within challenging circumstances. His experience as a teacher and his keen insight into
youth culture have heavily influenced his writing style. Marsden’s tommorow when the war began
series has become his most famous work, earning numerous literary awards and critical acclaim
internationally.



Series Context
The novel is part of a larger series that follows the same group of characters through the ongoing
conflict and its aftermath. Each book builds on the previous one, expanding the scope of the story
and deepening the exploration of its themes. tommorow when the war began serves as the
foundation, introducing the setting, characters, and initial conflict that drive the series forward.

Plot Summary
tommorow when the war began opens with a group of seven Australian teenagers who embark on a
camping trip to a remote area they call Hell. They plan to enjoy their holiday without the distractions
of modern life. However, upon returning home, they discover that their country has been invaded by
a foreign military force. Their families have disappeared, and their town is under occupation.

The protagonists quickly realize that they must rely on their wits, courage, and each other to survive
and resist the invaders. They form a guerrilla group, conducting sabotage missions and gathering
intelligence. The story chronicles their transformation from ordinary teens into determined fighters,
facing moral dilemmas and the harsh realities of war.

Key Events

The camping trip to Hell and the return to an occupied homeland.1.

Discovery of the invasion and the disappearance of their families.2.

Formation of a resistance group among the teenagers.3.

Execution of initial sabotage operations against the invaders.4.

Encounters with enemy forces and the challenges of survival.5.

Personal growth and the strengthening of friendships under pressure.6.

Main Characters
The strength of tommorow when the war began lies in its well-developed characters, each
contributing uniquely to the narrative. The characters reflect a diverse range of personalities, skills,
and backgrounds, enhancing the realism and emotional impact of the story.

Ellie Linton
Ellie is the narrator and protagonist, whose introspective and courageous nature drives much of the
story. She evolves from a typical teenager into a natural leader, grappling with the responsibilities of
war and the protection of her friends.



Homer Yannos
Homer is known for his intelligence and resourcefulness. He plays a crucial role in strategizing and
planning the group’s resistance efforts. His calm demeanor helps maintain group cohesion during
crises.

Corrie Mackenzie
Corrie is practical and determined, often taking charge in tense situations. Her character embodies
the theme of resilience and adaptability in adversity.

Additional Members

Kevin Holmes – the athletic and brave member.

Fi fi Andermatt – known for her artistic talents and emotional depth.

Chris Maxwell – the thoughtful and empathetic friend.

Robyn Mathers – the compassionate and supportive presence.

Themes and Motifs
tommorow when the war began explores several profound themes that resonate throughout the
novel and the entire series. These themes contribute to the book’s depth and have sparked
discussions on war, youth, and morality.

Survival and Resistance
The central theme revolves around the characters’ struggle to survive under occupation and their
decision to resist the invaders. The novel portrays survival not just as a physical challenge but also
as a psychological and moral battle.

Coming of Age
As the teenagers face extraordinary circumstances, they undergo significant personal growth. The
novel captures the transition from adolescence to adulthood, emphasizing responsibility, courage,
and the loss of innocence.



Friendship and Loyalty
The strong bonds between the characters serve as a source of strength. Their loyalty and trust in
each other are vital to their survival and resistance efforts.

The Moral Complexity of War
The book does not shy away from the ethical dilemmas and harsh realities of conflict. It challenges
simplistic notions of good versus evil and highlights the difficult choices that war imposes on
individuals.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact
tommorow when the war began has transcended its original format to become a significant cultural
phenomenon. Its impact extends beyond literature into film, television, and education.

Film Adaptation
In 2010, tommorow when the war began was adapted into a feature film. The movie brought the
story to a wider audience and visualized the intense action and emotional drama of the novel. While
some details were altered for cinematic purposes, the film retained the core narrative and themes.

Television Series
A television adaptation further expanded the story’s reach, allowing for a more detailed exploration
of characters and plotlines over multiple episodes. This format enabled a deeper engagement with
the novel’s complex themes.

Educational Use
The novel is widely used in schools across Australia and other countries as part of literature and
social studies curricula. It serves as a tool to discuss war, ethics, and youth empowerment, fostering
critical thinking among students.

Literary Style and Reception
John Marsden’s writing style in tommorow when the war began is characterized by direct, engaging
prose and a first-person narrative that creates immediacy and intimacy. The pacing is dynamic,
balancing action scenes with reflective moments that deepen character development.



Critical Acclaim
The novel has been praised for its realistic portrayal of teenagers in extraordinary situations and its
unflinching look at the consequences of war. Critics have highlighted its contribution to young adult
literature and its appeal across age groups.

Reader Reception
Readers often commend tommorow when the war began for its compelling storyline and relatable
characters. The book has spawned a dedicated fanbase and continues to inspire discussions on
courage, friendship, and resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' about?
'Tomorrow, When the War Began' is a novel by John Marsden that follows a group of Australian
teenagers who return from a camping trip to find their country invaded and at war, forcing them to
become guerrilla fighters to survive and resist the enemy.

Who are the main characters in 'Tomorrow, When the War
Began'?
The main characters include Ellie Linton, Homer Yannos, Lee Takkam, Corrie Mackenzie, Fiona
Maxwell, Kevin Holmes, and Robyn Mathers, a group of teenagers who band together during the
war.

Is 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' part of a series?
Yes, it is the first book in a seven-part series by John Marsden, often called the 'Tomorrow' series,
which continues the story of the teenagers throughout the war.

Has 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' been adapted into a
movie or TV show?
Yes, the novel was adapted into a feature film released in 2010, and there is also a TV series
adaptation that premiered in 2021, both depicting the story of the teenagers fighting to protect their
home.

What themes are explored in 'Tomorrow, When the War
Began'?
The novel explores themes such as friendship, survival, coming of age, courage, the impact of war on
individuals and communities, and the moral dilemmas faced in conflict.



Where is 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' set?
The story is set in a fictional rural town in Australia, primarily focusing on the wilderness areas
where the teenagers camp and carry out their resistance activities.

What genre does 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' belong to?
It belongs to the young adult, adventure, and war fiction genres, combining elements of survival
drama and coming-of-age storytelling.

Why is 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' still popular today?
Its gripping portrayal of resilience, realistic characters, and exploration of important themes like
war and morality continue to resonate with readers, making it a timeless and engaging read for
young adults and beyond.

Additional Resources
1. The Dead of the Night
The second book in the "Tomorrow" series by John Marsden, this installment follows Ellie and her
friends as they continue to resist the invading forces. The group faces new challenges and dangers,
learning more about guerrilla warfare and the harsh realities of conflict. Tensions rise as their small
band struggles to survive and protect their homeland.

2. The Third Day, The Frost
In the third book of the series, the resistance fighters experience the brutal cold of winter and the
emotional toll of prolonged war. The group’s unity is tested, and they encounter both betrayal and
unexpected alliances. This volume deepens the characters' development and explores themes of
loyalty and sacrifice.

3. Darkness, Be My Friend
The fourth book continues the saga with Ellie and her friends facing increased enemy pressure and
dwindling resources. As the war intensifies, they must make difficult decisions that challenge their
morals and courage. This installment highlights the psychological strain of living in constant danger.

4. Burning for Revenge
Ellie’s group launches daring attacks against the enemy in this fifth volume, seeking to reclaim their
country piece by piece. The narrative focuses on themes of retribution and justice, showing how the
characters evolve from frightened teenagers into hardened fighters. The stakes grow higher as the
conflict escalates.

5. The Night is for Hunting
In this sixth book, the resistance adopts more aggressive tactics, using the cover of darkness to
strike their foes. The story delves into the complexities of guerilla warfare and the impact of war on
young lives. Emotional and physical challenges abound as the characters continue their perilous
journey.

6. Outside the Wire
The seventh book in the series sees Ellie and her friends venturing beyond their familiar territory,



encountering new dangers and uncovering the broader scope of the invasion. They grapple with
questions about freedom, identity, and what it means to fight for one’s country. The plot intensifies
with unexpected twists and revelations.

7. Into the Dark
A novel inspired by the themes of survival and resistance similar to those in "Tomorrow, When the
War Began," this book explores a group of teenagers caught in a conflict that upends their lives.
Facing a hostile occupation, they must adapt quickly or perish. The story emphasizes courage,
friendship, and the loss of innocence.

8. The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
Although set during World War II, this novel shares themes of young protagonists confronting war
and personal trauma. The story follows a disabled girl evacuated from London to the countryside,
discovering resilience and hope amidst chaos. It offers a poignant look at war’s impact on children
and the power of human spirit.

9. Red Rising by Pierce Brown
While a science fiction novel, "Red Rising" features a young protagonist leading a rebellion against
an oppressive regime, echoing the resistance spirit found in "Tomorrow, When the War Began." The
book combines action, strategy, and social commentary, appealing to readers who enjoy intense,
character-driven conflict stories.
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