
tongue thrust exercises handout

tongue thrust exercises handout provides valuable guidance for individuals seeking to correct tongue thrust
habits through targeted exercises. Tongue thrust is a common oral motor pattern where the tongue
protrudes through the front teeth during swallowing, speech, or at rest, potentially causing dental and
speech issues. This handout serves as a comprehensive resource outlining the nature of tongue thrust, its
effects, and effective exercise techniques designed to improve tongue posture and function. By
incorporating consistent practice of these exercises, individuals can achieve better oral muscle control,
reduce speech impediments, and promote healthy dental alignment. The following article covers the causes
and symptoms of tongue thrust, detailed exercise routines, tips for practice, and the role of professional
support in managing this condition.
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Understanding Tongue Thrust
Tongue thrust is an oral motor pattern characterized by the forward movement of the tongue against or
between the front teeth during swallowing, speaking, or resting. This condition can interfere with proper
speech articulation and dental development, often leading to an open bite or misaligned teeth. The habit
may develop in early childhood due to prolonged thumb sucking, pacifier use, or nasal obstruction, but it
can persist into adulthood if left unaddressed.

Causes of Tongue Thrust
Several factors contribute to the development of tongue thrust. These include anatomical variations such as
a low tongue resting position, enlarged tonsils or adenoids causing mouth breathing, and habits like
prolonged bottle feeding or thumb sucking. Neurological conditions or developmental delays may also play
a role in persistent tongue thrust patterns. Understanding these causes is essential for tailoring appropriate
therapeutic interventions.



Signs and Symptoms
Identifying tongue thrust involves observing specific signs such as the tongue pushing forward between
the teeth during swallowing, speech difficulties involving sibilant sounds, frequent open mouth posture,
and dental issues like an open bite or gaps between the front teeth. Early detection facilitates timely
intervention through exercises and therapy.

Benefits of Tongue Thrust Exercises
Targeted tongue thrust exercises aim to retrain the muscles involved in swallowing and tongue positioning
to promote proper oral function. Consistent practice can strengthen oral musculature, improve tongue
posture, and reduce undue pressure on the teeth. This leads to enhanced speech clarity, better dental
alignment, and overall oral health.

Improved Speech Articulation
Correcting tongue thrust helps in refining speech sounds, particularly those requiring precise tongue
placement such as “s,” “z,” and “th.” Exercises enhance neuromuscular control, reducing lisps and other
articulation errors caused by improper tongue movement.

Dental Health Benefits
By controlling tongue thrust, these exercises help prevent malocclusions such as open bite and overjet
caused by tongue pressure on the teeth. This contributes to maintaining proper tooth alignment and
reduces the need for extensive orthodontic treatment.

Enhanced Swallowing Function
Proper tongue posture and swallowing mechanics prevent excessive strain on oral muscles and facilitate
effective digestion. Exercises help establish a mature swallow pattern, replacing the immature tongue
thrust swallow.

Effective Tongue Thrust Exercises
The following exercises are commonly recommended in a tongue thrust exercises handout to address
tongue posture and swallowing patterns. These exercises should be performed regularly as directed by a
speech-language pathologist or dental professional.



1. Tongue Tip Placement Exercise
This exercise encourages the tongue tip to rest against the alveolar ridge, the gum ridge behind the upper
front teeth, promoting correct tongue posture.

Place the tip of the tongue gently on the alveolar ridge.1.

Hold this position for 5 seconds.2.

Repeat 10 times, three times daily.3.

2. Swallowing Practice
Practicing proper swallowing helps eliminate the forward thrust of the tongue during the act.

Take a small sip of water.1.

Place the tongue tip on the alveolar ridge before swallowing.2.

Swallow while keeping the tongue in place.3.

Repeat 10 times per session, three sessions daily.4.

3. Tongue Push-Ups
This exercise strengthens the tongue muscles and improves control.

Press the entire tongue against the roof of the mouth firmly.1.

Hold for 5 seconds.2.

Relax and repeat 10 times, twice daily.3.

4. Straw Drinking
Drinking liquids through a straw encourages correct tongue positioning and swallowing patterns.



Use a narrow straw to drink water or juice.

Focus on keeping the tongue tip on the alveolar ridge during swallowing.

Practice several times daily as a fun and functional exercise.

Guidelines for Practicing Exercises
Successful correction of tongue thrust requires consistent and correct practice of exercises. The following
guidelines optimize the effectiveness of the tongue thrust exercises handout.

Consistency and Frequency
Exercises should be performed daily, ideally multiple times per day, to reinforce new muscle patterns and
tongue positioning habits. Skipping sessions may delay progress.

Proper Technique
Each exercise must be performed with attention to correct tongue placement and muscle engagement.
Incorrect execution can perpetuate improper patterns or cause fatigue.

Use of Reminders and Visual Aids
Visual cues such as mirrors or tactile reminders can help maintain awareness of tongue posture throughout
the day. Incorporating these tools supports habit formation.

Patience and Persistence
Changing oral motor habits takes time and dedication. Improvements may be gradual, and continued
practice is crucial for lasting results.

When to Seek Professional Help
While a tongue thrust exercises handout provides valuable guidance, professional evaluation and
supervision are often necessary for effective treatment. Speech-language pathologists, orthodontists, and



dentists play important roles in diagnosing and managing tongue thrust.

Role of Speech-Language Pathologists
Speech therapists assess speech and swallowing function, design personalized exercise programs, and
provide ongoing support to ensure proper technique and progress.

Orthodontic and Dental Intervention
Orthodontists address dental malocclusions caused by tongue thrust, while dentists monitor oral health.
Collaboration with therapists ensures comprehensive treatment.

Signs Indicating Need for Professional Assessment

Persistent speech difficulties despite home exercises

Visible dental misalignment or bite issues

Difficulty maintaining proper tongue posture

Discomfort or pain during swallowing

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a tongue thrust exercise handout?
A tongue thrust exercise handout is a printed or digital guide that provides instructions and illustrations for
exercises designed to correct tongue thrusting habits, which can affect speech and swallowing.

Who can benefit from using a tongue thrust exercise handout?
Individuals with tongue thrust habits, speech therapists, orthodontists, and parents of children with speech
or swallowing issues can benefit from using a tongue thrust exercise handout.



What types of exercises are commonly included in a tongue thrust
exercise handout?
Common exercises include tongue placement drills, swallowing techniques, lip closure exercises, and
strengthening routines to retrain tongue position and improve muscle coordination.

How often should tongue thrust exercises be performed according to
typical handouts?
Most handouts recommend performing tongue thrust exercises multiple times daily, often 3 to 5 times,
with each session lasting several minutes for effective habit retraining.

Can a tongue thrust exercise handout be used without professional
supervision?
While handouts provide helpful guidance, it is recommended to use them under the supervision of a
speech therapist or healthcare professional to ensure correct technique and progress monitoring.

Where can I find a reliable tongue thrust exercise handout?
Reliable tongue thrust exercise handouts can be found through speech therapy clinics, orthodontic offices,
educational websites, and organizations specializing in speech and swallowing disorders.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Tongue Thrust Therapy: Exercises and Techniques
This comprehensive guide offers detailed instructions and visual aids to help individuals correct tongue
thrust patterns. It includes step-by-step exercises designed to improve muscle coordination and swallowing
function. Ideal for speech therapists and patients alike, the book emphasizes practical approaches for lasting
results.

2. The Tongue Thrust Workbook: Daily Exercises for Speech Improvement
Designed as a hands-on workbook, this title provides daily routines and activities to retrain tongue posture
and swallowing habits. It features easy-to-follow exercises that target tongue strength and movement
control. The book is perfect for self-guided therapy or professional use.

3. Speech Therapy Essentials: Tongue Thrust Correction
This book focuses on the underlying causes of tongue thrust and presents effective therapeutic exercises to
address them. It combines clinical insights with practical advice, making it a valuable resource for speech-
language pathologists. Readers will find strategies to help improve articulation and oral motor skills.



4. Oral Myofunctional Therapy: Exercises for Tongue Thrust and Beyond
Covering a broad range of oral muscle disorders, this book includes specialized exercises for correcting
tongue thrust. It explains the anatomy and function of oral muscles and offers targeted therapy plans. The
content is suitable for clinicians and patients seeking comprehensive rehabilitation techniques.

5. Correcting Tongue Thrust: A Guide for Parents and Professionals
This user-friendly guide aims to educate parents and caregivers on recognizing and managing tongue
thrust in children. It outlines practical exercises and monitoring strategies to support therapy at home. The
book also discusses the impact of tongue thrust on dental health and speech development.

6. Tongue Thrust Therapy Made Simple: Exercises and Tips
A straightforward manual that breaks down tongue thrust correction into manageable exercises and daily
habits. The author provides clear explanations and motivational tips to encourage consistent practice.
Suitable for beginners and those new to oral motor therapy.

7. The Complete Tongue Thrust Exercise Manual
This manual presents an extensive collection of exercises targeting tongue posture, strength, and
coordination. Each exercise includes detailed instructions and troubleshooting advice to maximize
effectiveness. The book serves as a go-to reference for therapists and individuals undergoing treatment.

8. Healing Tongue Thrust: Integrative Approaches and Exercises
Blending traditional therapy with holistic methods, this book explores integrative exercises to address
tongue thrust. It emphasizes mind-body connections and includes relaxation techniques alongside physical
exercises. Readers will find a well-rounded approach to improving oral function.

9. Tongue Thrust Intervention Strategies: A Therapist’s Handbook
Tailored for speech therapists, this handbook offers evidence-based intervention strategies and exercise
plans for tongue thrust correction. It includes case studies, assessment tools, and progress tracking methods.
The book supports clinicians in delivering effective and personalized therapy sessions.
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