
toys go out by emily jenkins
toys go out by emily jenkins is a beloved children’s book that has captured the hearts of young
readers and parents alike. This engaging story explores the imaginative lives of toys and their
adventures when left outside. Written by Emily Jenkins and illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky, the book
combines charming storytelling with beautiful illustrations to create a captivating reading
experience. Its themes of friendship, exploration, and the magic of playtime resonate strongly with
children, making it a timeless addition to any family library. This article delves into various aspects
of toys go out by emily jenkins, including its plot, characters, themes, and educational value.
Additionally, it will explore the author’s style, the impact of the illustrations, and how this book fits
within children’s literature.
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Overview of Toys Go Out
Toys Go Out by Emily Jenkins is a children’s picture book that tells the story of three toys—Lumphy,
StingRay, and Plastic—who experience a nighttime adventure outside the confines of their owner’s
home. The narrative is presented from the toys’ perspectives, giving readers a unique glimpse into
their imaginative world. This book is part of a series, with subsequent titles further exploring the
lives and escapades of these charming characters. The storyline is simple yet imaginative, designed
to engage early readers while inspiring wonder about the everyday objects in their lives.

Publication and Series Context
First published in 1999, Toys Go Out has become a staple in children’s literature due to its relatable
characters and fresh perspective. It is the initial installment in a trilogy that includes Toys Come
Home and Toys Meet Snow, each continuing the adventures of the beloved toys. The series has been
praised for its creativity and warmth, making it a recommended read for children aged 4 to 8 years.



Target Audience and Appeal
The book primarily targets young children who are beginning to explore stories independently or
through shared reading with adults. Its imaginative premise, combined with relatable themes of
friendship and adventure, appeals broadly to both boys and girls. The gentle humor and accessible
language make it a favorite for storytime sessions in classrooms and homes.

Characters and Plot
The central characters in Toys Go Out by Emily Jenkins are three distinct toys, each with unique
personalities that drive the story forward. Their interactions and experiences form the core of the
narrative, offering readers an engaging and heartwarming tale.

Main Characters

Lumphy: A stuffed elephant who is thoughtful and cautious, often acting as the voice of
reason.

StingRay: A plastic stingray who is adventurous and somewhat mischievous, providing comic
relief and excitement.

Plastic: A clear plastic toy who is curious and reflective, often contemplating the nature of
their existence.

Plot Summary
The story unfolds as the toys find themselves outside one evening, exploring the backyard and the
world beyond their usual confines. They encounter various challenges and wonders, including
interactions with other creatures and navigating unfamiliar territory. Through their journey, the toys
demonstrate courage, teamwork, and resourcefulness. The narrative balances moments of tension
with humor and warmth, maintaining a lighthearted and engaging tone throughout.

Thematic Elements
Toys Go Out by Emily Jenkins explores several themes that contribute to its enduring popularity and
educational value. These themes are woven seamlessly into the story, enriching the reading
experience for children.

Friendship and Cooperation
The relationship between Lumphy, StingRay, and Plastic highlights the importance of friendship and
working together. Each toy brings different strengths to the group, demonstrating how cooperation



can help overcome obstacles. This theme is accessible to young readers and encourages positive
social interactions.

Imagination and Exploration
The book celebrates the power of imagination as the toys embark on their nighttime adventure. It
encourages children to view their surroundings with curiosity and creativity, fostering a sense of
wonder about the world. This emphasis on imaginative play supports cognitive development and
problem-solving skills.

Understanding Fear and Courage
Throughout their journey, the toys face moments of fear and uncertainty. The story portrays how
courage and support from friends can help overcome these feelings. This theme provides valuable
lessons on emotional resilience and bravery for young readers.

Illustrations and Visual Style
The illustrations in Toys Go Out by Emily Jenkins, created by Paul O. Zelinsky, play a crucial role in
bringing the story to life. The visual style complements the narrative, enhancing the emotional and
imaginative aspects of the book.

Artistic Techniques
Zelinsky’s illustrations employ detailed watercolor and pencil work, creating a soft, inviting aesthetic
that appeals to children. The textures and colors are carefully chosen to evoke the nighttime setting
and the tactile qualities of the toys. The artwork balances realism with whimsy, making the
characters relatable yet magical.

Contribution to Storytelling
The illustrations do more than decorate the text; they extend the story by depicting subtle emotions
and actions that enrich the reader’s understanding. Scenes of the toys interacting with their
environment and each other are visually expressive, reinforcing the themes of friendship and
adventure. This synergy between text and image is a hallmark of the book’s success.

Educational and Developmental Value
Toys Go Out by Emily Jenkins offers several benefits for early childhood education and development.
Its content and presentation support key areas of learning and growth for young children.



Vocabulary and Language Skills
The book uses accessible language while introducing new vocabulary related to toys, nature, and
emotions. Reading the book aloud helps children develop listening skills and expands their word
knowledge in context.

Social and Emotional Learning
The story’s focus on friendship, empathy, and managing fear provides opportunities for discussions
about feelings and relationships. Teachers and parents can use the book as a tool to foster emotional
intelligence and social skills.

Encouragement of Curiosity and Play
By highlighting imaginative play, Toys Go Out encourages children to explore their own creativity
and environment. This can inspire activities that promote cognitive development, such as role-
playing and storytelling.

Author Background and Writing Style
Emily Jenkins is an accomplished author known for her work in children’s literature. Her writing
style in Toys Go Out exemplifies her ability to create engaging and relatable stories for young
readers.

Author’s Career and Contributions
Emily Jenkins has authored numerous books that emphasize imaginative storytelling and character-
driven narratives. Her background in literature and storytelling informs her approach to writing,
which consistently balances simplicity with depth. Toys Go Out is one of her most recognized works,
contributing significantly to her reputation as a leading children’s author.

Writing Style and Narrative Approach
Jenkins employs a clear, descriptive, and warm tone in Toys Go Out. Her narrative voice is
accessible yet sophisticated, appealing to both children and adults reading aloud. The use of the
toys’ perspectives creates an intimate and engaging point of view, encouraging empathy and
connection with the characters.

Reception and Legacy
Toys Go Out by Emily Jenkins has received positive reviews from critics, educators, and parents
since its publication. Its unique premise and charming execution have cemented its place in
children’s literature.



Critical Acclaim
Critics have praised the book for its imaginative storyline, well-developed characters, and beautiful
illustrations. It has been recognized for its contribution to early childhood literature and has
received awards and honors that highlight its quality and appeal.

Enduring Popularity and Influence
The book’s continued popularity is evident in its sustained presence in libraries, schools, and homes.
Its influence extends to encouraging other authors and illustrators to explore the imaginative lives of
toys and objects from children’s perspectives. The series has inspired merchandise, adaptations, and
educational programs that celebrate creative play.

Recommended Reading Contexts

Preschool and early elementary classrooms

Storytime sessions at libraries

Parent-child reading activities

Early childhood developmental programs

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Toys Go Out' by Emily Jenkins?
The main theme of 'Toys Go Out' is the adventures and friendships of toys when their owners are not
around, exploring imagination, loyalty, and the meaning of friendship.

Who are the main characters in 'Toys Go Out' by Emily
Jenkins?
The main characters are three toys named StingRay, Lumphy, and Plastic, each with distinct
personalities who go on imaginative adventures together.

What age group is 'Toys Go Out' appropriate for?
The book is suitable for children aged 6 to 9 years old, making it ideal for early elementary readers
who enjoy playful and imaginative stories.



How does Emily Jenkins portray the toys' perspective in the
story?
Emily Jenkins uses first-person narration from the toys' viewpoints, giving readers insight into their
thoughts, feelings, and experiences as they navigate the world around them.

Are there any sequels or related books to 'Toys Go Out'?
Yes, 'Toys Go Out' is the first book in a series, followed by titles like 'Toys Come Home' and 'Toys Go
Out and About,' continuing the toys' adventures.

What makes 'Toys Go Out' unique compared to other
children's books about toys?
Unlike many stories told from a child's perspective, 'Toys Go Out' uniquely centers the narrative on
the toys themselves, giving them distinct voices and personalities that create a charming and
imaginative world.

Additional Resources
1. Toys Come Home by Emily Jenkins
This is the sequel to "Toys Go Out," following the adventures of the same beloved toys—Lumphy,
StingRay, and Plastic—as they navigate the challenges of returning home after a summer vacation.
The story explores themes of friendship, loyalty, and the meaning of home, with plenty of humor and
heartwarming moments. Kids will love the charming personalities of the toys and their imaginative
escapades.

2. Goodnight, Good Dog by Emily Jenkins
This sweet picture book tells the story of a little girl saying goodnight to her dog and objects around
her room. The gentle rhymes and soothing tone make it a perfect bedtime read, while the
illustrations capture the warmth of the bond between a child and her pet.

3. Five Creatures by Emily Jenkins
A poetic and tender story about a young girl and her five animal friends who keep her company
throughout the day. The book beautifully captures the innocence of childhood and the comfort that
pets provide, with lyrical text and soft illustrations.

4. Skunk and Badger by Amy Timberlake
While not by Emily Jenkins, this book shares the theme of friendship between unlikely companions,
much like the toys in "Toys Go Out." It follows the adventures of a meticulous skunk and a wild
badger who learn to live together despite their differences, offering humor and heart.

5. Marcel the Shell with Shoes On by Jenny Slate and Dean Fleischer-Camp
This delightful picture book features Marcel, a tiny shell with big personality, navigating the world
with curiosity and humor. Fans of "Toys Go Out" will enjoy Marcel’s quirky perspective and the
inventive storytelling style.

6. The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams



A classic tale about a stuffed rabbit’s journey to become real through the love of a child. This
timeless story explores themes of love, loss, and transformation, resonating with readers who
cherish stories about toys coming to life.

7. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo
This novel tells the story of a porcelain rabbit who learns about love and loss on an extraordinary
journey. Like "Toys Go Out," it delves into the emotional lives of toys and their impact on humans,
making it a touching read for children and adults alike.

8. Brambly Hedge: The Secret Staircase by Jill Barklem
This beautifully illustrated book features a community of small creatures living in the English
countryside. The gentle adventures and charming setting will appeal to readers who enjoy detailed
world-building and stories about friendships among small beings.

9. Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik
A classic series about the adventures of Little Bear and his friends and family. Its warm, simple
stories capture the innocence and wonder of childhood, making it a great companion read for fans of
Emily Jenkins’s playful and heartfelt style.
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