training my yorkie puppy

Training my yorkie puppy can be one of the most rewarding experiences for any dog owner. Yorkshire
Terriers, affectionately known as Yorkies, are small in size but big in personality. With their playful
demeanor, intelligence, and loyalty, they make wonderful companions. However, like all puppies, they
require consistent and positive training to develop good behavior and social skills. In this article, we
will explore various aspects of training your Yorkie puppy, including basic commands, socialization,
house training, and addressing behavioral issues.

The Importance of Training Your Yorkie Puppy

Training is essential for every dog, and Yorkies are no exception. Proper training provides numerous
benefits:

- Establishes a Strong Bond: Training sessions are a great way to bond with your puppy, building trust
and understanding.

- Promotes Good Behavior: Teaching commands and appropriate behaviors can prevent unwanted
habits like barking, chewing, and jumping.

- Enhances Safety: A well-trained puppy is easier to control in potentially dangerous situations, such
as when encountering other dogs or busy streets.

- Encourages Mental Stimulation: Training is not just physical; it challenges your Yorkie's mind,
keeping them engaged and happy.

Basic Commands to Teach Your Yorkie Puppy

Starting with basic commands is crucial for your Yorkie's training. Here are some fundamental
commands to teach:

1. Sit

Teaching your Yorkie to sit is one of the easiest commands and serves as a foundation for other
training.

Steps:

1. Hold a treat close to your Yorkie's nose.

2. Move your hand up, allowing their head to follow the treat. This should cause their bottom to lower.
3. Once they are in a sitting position, say "Sit" and give them the treat.

4. Repeat this several times until your Yorkie sits on command without a treat.

2. Stay

The "Stay" command is vital for your puppy's safety.



Steps:

1. Ask your Yorkie to sit.

2. Open your palm and say "Stay."

3. Take a few steps back. If they stay, return and reward them.

4. Gradually increase the distance and duration before rewarding.

3. Come

The "Come" command can prevent your Yorkie from wandering off or getting into trouble.

Steps:

1. Use a leash or long line in a safe area.

2. Call your Yorkie's name followed by "Come."

3. Gently pull them towards you if they don’t respond immediately.
4. Reward them with a treat and praise when they reach you.

4. Down

Teaching "Down" helps your puppy learn to settle down.

Steps:

1. Start with your Yorkie in a sitting position.

2. Hold a treat in front of their nose and move your hand down to the ground.
3. When they lower their body to follow the treat, say "Down" and reward them.
4. Practice until they can do it reliably.

Socialization: A Key Training Component

Socializing your Yorkie puppy is crucial for their development. It exposes them to various people,
pets, and environments, helping them become well-adjusted adults.

1. Introduce New Experiences

- People: Encourage friendly interactions with various individuals, including children, seniors, and
those wearing hats or sunglasses.

- Pets: Arrange playdates with other vaccinated dogs to help your Yorkie learn social cues.

- Environment: Take them to different locations, such as parks, busy sidewalks, and pet-friendly
stores.

2. Puppy Classes

Enrolling your Yorkie in puppy training classes can be beneficial. These classes provide:
- Structured training sessions.

- Opportunities to socialize with other puppies.

- Guidance from professional trainers.



House Training Your Yorkie Puppy

House training is one of the first and most essential aspects of training your Yorkie puppy. It requires
patience and consistency.

1. Establish a Routine

- Set a schedule: Take your puppy outside first thing in the morning, after meals, and before bedtime.
- Use the same door: Always take your Yorkie out through the same door, so they associate that door
with going outside.

2. Choose a Designated Spot

- Pick a specific area outside for bathroom breaks. This helps your puppy recognize where to go.

3. Reward Success

- Praise and treat your Yorkie immediately after they go outside. This reinforces the behavior you
want.

4. Watch for Signs

- Learn to recognize signs your Yorkie needs to go out, such as whining, circling, or sniffing around.

5. Handle Accidents Caimly

- If an accident happens indoors, clean it up without scolding your puppy. Take them outside
immediately after the incident to reinforce where they should go.

Addressing Behavioral Issues

Yorkies, while adorable, can develop behavioral issues if not properly trained. Here are common
problems and how to address them.

1. Excessive Barking

- Identify triggers: Pay attention to what causes your Yorkie to bark. It could be other dogs, strangers,
or boredom.

- Teach "Quiet": When they bark, wait for a pause and say "Quiet." Reward them when they stop
barking.



2. Chewing

- Provide alternatives: Ensure your Yorkie has appropriate chew toys. Redirect their chewing to these
items when they start gnawing on furniture.
- Supervise: Keep an eye on your puppy to prevent them from developing bad habits.

3. Jumping on People

- Ignore the behavior: When your Yorkie jumps, turn away and ignore them. Only give attention when
they are calm and have all four paws on the ground.
- Teach "Off": Use the command "Off" when they jump and reward them for compliance.

Tips for Successful Training

To ensure the success of your training efforts, consider the following tips:

- Be Consistent: Use the same commands and rules consistently. Everyone in the household should
follow the same guidelines.

- Keep Sessions Short: Puppies have short attention spans. Aim for 5-10 minute training sessions
several times a day.

- Use Positive Reinforcement: Always reward good behavior with treats, praise, or playtime. This
encourages them to repeat the desired behavior.

- Stay Patient: Training takes time. If you encounter setbacks, remain patient and understanding.

Conclusion: A Lifelong Journey

Training my Yorkie puppy is not just a one-time task; it's a lifelong commitment. As your Yorkie grows,
ongoing training will help them adapt to new situations and maintain good behavior. Remember, each
puppy is unique, and progress may vary. Celebrate the small victories along the way, and enjoy the
journey of raising a well-behaved and happy companion. With love, patience, and consistency, you
can ensure that your Yorkie becomes not only a beloved pet but also a cherished member of your
family.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best age to start training my Yorkie puppy?

You can start training your Yorkie puppy as early as 8 weeks old. Early socialization and basic
commands are essential for a well-adjusted dog.

How long should training sessions be for my Yorkie puppy?

Training sessions for a Yorkie puppy should be short and engaging, typically lasting 5 to 10 minutes.



Puppies have short attention spans, so frequent, brief sessions work best.

What are some effective rewards for training my Yorkie
puppy?

High-value treats, praise, and playtime are effective rewards. Find small, tasty treats that your Yorkie
loves to motivate them during training.

How can | potty train my Yorkie puppy?

To potty train your Yorkie, take them outside frequently, especially after meals and naps. Use a
designated spot and praise them when they go outside. Consistency is key.

Is crate training a good option for my Yorkie puppy?

Yes, crate training can be beneficial for a Yorkie puppy. It provides them with a safe space and helps
with potty training. Make sure the crate is comfortable and not used for punishment.

How do | teach my Yorkie puppy basic commands like 'sit' and
'stay'?

To teach 'sit', hold a treat above their nose and move it back over their head. When they sit, say 'sit'
and reward them. For 'stay’, ask them to sit, then take a step back and reward them for staying in
place.

What should | do if my Yorkie puppy is stubborn during
training?

If your Yorkie puppy is being stubborn, try using more enticing rewards, keep training sessions short,
and be patient. Consistency and positive reinforcement are crucial.

How can | socialize my Yorkie puppy effectively?

Socialize your Yorkie puppy by gradually exposing them to different environments, people, and other
animals. Positive experiences during these interactions will help them become well-rounded.

Are there any common mistakes to avoid when training my
Yorkie puppy?

Common mistakes include using harsh punishments, inconsistency in commands, and not being
patient. Always focus on positive reinforcement and maintain a calm demeanor.
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