TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE

TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE REPRESENT A SIGNIFICANT AND DYNAMIC DIASPORA COMMUNITY THAT
HAS EVOLVED OVER SEVERAL DECADES. ORIGINATING PRIMARILY FROM THE FUJIAN PROVINCE IN SOUTHEASTERN CHINA, THESE
MIGRANTS HAVE ESTABLISHED VIBRANT NETWORKS AND ECONOMIC NICHES ACROSS VARIOUS EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. THEIR
TRANSNATIONAL EXPERIENCES HIGHLIGHT PATTERNS OF MIGRATION, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, CULTURAL RETENTION, AND ADAPTATION
IN HOST SOCIETIES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND, SOCIO~-ECONOMIC INTEGRATION, CULTURAL
IDENTITY, AND CHALLENGES FACED BY TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE. FURTHERMORE, IT EXAMINES
THEIR ROLE IN GLOBAL MIGRATION FLOWS AND THE IMPACT OF TRANSNATIONALISM ON THEIR LIVES. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS
PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THESE TOPICS, SHEDDING LIGHT ON THIS UNIQUE MIGRANT GROUP’S CONTRIBUTIONS
AND EXPERIENCES.

HisToricaL CONTEXT oF FUJIANESE MIGRATION TO EUROPE

Socio-ECoNoMIC INTEGRATION OF FUJIANESE MIGRANTS

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND COMMUNITY NETWORKS

o CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN EUROPEAN HOST COUNTRIES

® TRANSNATIONALISM AND GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF FUJIANESE MIGRATION TO EUROPE

THE MIGRATION OF FUJIANESE PEOPLE TO EUROPE DATES BACK TO THE LATE 20TH CENTURY, COINCIDING WITH CHINA’S
ECONOMIC REFORMS AND OPENING UP POLICIES IN THE 1980s. FUJIAN PROVINCE, KNOWN FOR ITS COASTAL LOCATION AND
HISTORICAL MARITIME TRADE, EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT OUTMIGRATION DUE TO LIMITED LOCAL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES.
MANY MIGRANTS FROM FUJIAN SOUGHT BETTER LIVELIHOODS ABROAD, WITH EUROPE EMERGING AS A FAVORED DESTINATION
ALONGSIDE NORTH AMERICA AND SOUTHEAST ASIA.

EARLY MIGRATION W AVES

THE EARLIEST WAVES OF FUJIANESE MIGRANTS TO EUROPE WERE OFTEN LABORERS AND TRADERS WHO SETTLED IN MAJOR CITIES
SUCH AS PARIS/ MILAN/ AND LONDON. THESE INITIAL MIGRANTS LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR SUBSEQUENT ARRIVALS BY
ESTABLISHING SMALL BUSINESSES AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT SYSTEMS. THE MIGRATION WAS INITIALLY CHARACTERIZED BY
CHAIN MIGRATION, WHERE FAMILY MEMBERS AND ACQUAINTANCES FOLLOWED PIONEERS TO EurOPE.

Key DesTINATION COUNTRIES

EUROPE ATTRACTED FUJIANESE MIGRANTS PRIMARILY TO COUNTRIES WITH ESTABLISHED CHINESE COMMUNITIES AND ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES. NOTABLE COUNTRIES INCLUDE:

e |TALY — PARTICULARLY MILAN AND PRATO, KNOWN FOR TEXTILE AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES.

e FRANCE — PARIS AND ITS SUBURBS WITH GROWING RETAIL AND RESTAURANT SECTORS.



e UNITED KINGDOM — LONDON AND SURROUNDING AREAS WITH DIVERSE HOSPITALITY AND TRADE SECTORS.

e SpAIN AND GERMANY — EMERGING DESTINATIONS DUE TO EXPANDING LABOR MARKETS.

Soclo-EconoMIC INTEGRATION oF FUJIANESE MIGRANTS

TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE HAVE DEMONSTRATED REMARKABLE ADAPTABILITY IN INTEGRATING
INTO DIVERSE ECONOMIC SECTORS. THEIR INTEGRATION IS OFTEN SHAPED BY ENTREPRENEURIAL ACTIVITIES, LABOR
PARTICIPATION, AND EDUCATIONAL PURSUITS. DESPITE CHALLENGES, MANY HAVE SUCCESSFULLY ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES AS
KEY CONTRIBUTORS TO LOCAL ECONOMIES.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

ENTREPRENEURSHIP IS A DEFINING CHARACTERISTIC OF FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE. MANY HAVE CREATED SMALL AND MEDIUM-
SIZED ENTERPRISES, RANGING FROM RESTAURANTS AND RETAIL SHOPS TO TEXTILE MANUFACTURING. THESE BUSINESSES NOT ONLY
PROVIDE ECONOMIC SUSTENANCE FOR MIGRANT FAMILIES BUT ALSO FOSTER COMMUNITY COHESION AND ECONOMIC LINKAGES
BETWEEN EUROPE AND CHINA.

LABOR MARKET PARTICIPATION

IN ADDITION TO ENTREPRENEURSHIP, FUJIANESE MIGRANTS PARTICIPATE IN VARIOUS LABOR MARKETS, OFTEN TAKING JOBS IN
MANUFACTURING, HOSPITALITY, AND SERVICE INDUSTRIES. THIS LABOR MARKET INTEGRATION VARIES DEPENDING ON THE HOST
COUNTRY’S ECONOMIC STRUCTURE AND IMMIGRATION POLICIES, INFLUENCING MIGRANTS’ OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY AND INCOME
LEVELS.

EDUCATION AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT

SECOND-GENERATION FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE INCREASINGLY PURSUE HIGHER EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL CAREERS,
REFLECTING UPW ARD SOCIO-ECONOMIC MOBILITY. EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AMONG YOUNGER MIGRANTS FACILITATES
INTEGRATION AND CHALLENGES STEREOTYPES ABOUT MIGRANT COMMUNITIES.

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND COMMUNITY NETWORKS

CULTURAL IDENTITY PLAYS A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE LIVES OF TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE.
MAINTAINING CULTURAL TRADITIONS AND FOSTERING COMMUNITY NETWORKS ARE VITAL FOR SOCIAL SUPPORT AND IDENTITY
PRESERVATION AMID THE CHALLENGES OF MIGRATION.

PRESERVATION OF LANGUAGE AND TRADITIONS

MANY FUJIANESE MIGRANTS ACTIVELY PRESERVE THEIR NATIVE LANGUAGE, CUSTOMS, AND FESTIVALS. COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS AND CULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN TRANSMITTING THESE TRADITIONS TO YOUNGER
GENERATIONS, ENSURING THE CONTINUITY OF CULTURAL HERITAGE.



CoMMUNITY NETWORKS AND SociAL CAPITAL

STRONG COMMUNITY NETWORKS CHARACTERIZE FUJIANESE MIGRANT POPULATIONS IN EUROPE. THESE NETWORKS FACILITATE
MUTUAL AID, EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES, AND SOCIAL INTEGRATION. THEY ALSO PROVIDE A PLATFORM FOR ADDRESSING
COMMUNAL ISSUES AND STRENGTHENING TRANSNATIONAL TIES WITH FUJIAN.

e MUTUAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT THROUGH ROTATING CREDIT ASSOCIATIONS.

INFORMATION EXCHANGE ABOUT LEGAL AND SOCIAL SERVICES.
e ORGANIZATION OF CULTURAL EVENTS AND FESTIVALS.

e ASSISTANCE WITH IMMIGRATION AND EMPLOYMENT PROCESSES.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN EUROPEAN HOST COUNTRIES

W/HILE TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE HAVE ACHIEVED CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS, THEY ALSO FACE
NUMEROUS CHALLENGES RELATED TO LEGAL STATUS, DISCRIMINATION, AND SOCIAL INTEGRATION. (UNDERSTANDING THESE
OBSTACLES IS ESSENTIAL TO APPRECIATING THEIR MIGRATION EXPERIENCE.

LEGAL AND IMMIGRATION ISSUES

MANY FUJIANESE MIGRANTS ENCOUNTER DIFFICULTIES RELATED TO VISA REGULATIONS, WORK PERMITS, AND RESIDENCY RIGHTS.
IRREGULAR MIGRATION STATUS CAN LIMIT ACCESS TO SOCIAL SERVICES AND INCREASE VULNERABILITY TO EXPLOITATION.

DISCRIMINATION AND SoOCIAL EXCLUSION

INSTANCES OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND XENOPHOBIA AFFECT SOME FUJIANESE MIGRANTS, IMPACTING THEIR SOCIAL
INTEGRATION AND MENTAL WELL-BEING. HOST SOCIETIES’ ATTITUDES AND POLICIES PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SHAPING
MIGRANTS’ EXPERIENCES OF INCLUSION OR EXCLUSION.

EconoMic OPPORTUNITIES AND MOBILITY

DESPITE CHALLENGES, ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES IN EUROPE ENABLE MANY FUJIANESE MIGRANTS TO IMPROVE THEIR LIVING
STANDARDS. OPPORTUNITIES FOR BUSINESS GROWTH AND PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT VARY BUT REMAIN A SIGNIFICANT
MOTIVATOR FOR MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT.

TRANSNATIONALISM AND GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE MAINTAIN STRONG CONNECTIONS WITH THEIR PLACE OF ORIGIN AND
OTHER DIASPORA COMMUNITIES WORLDWIDE. THESE TRANSNATIONAL TIES INFLUENCE THEIR IDENTITIES, ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES,
AND SOCIAL RELATIONS.



REMITTANCES AND ECONOMIC LINKAGES

REMITTANCES SENT BY FUJIANESE MIGRANTS TO FAMILIES IN CHINA CONSTITUTE A VITAL ECONOMIC FLOW , SUPPORTING LOCAL
DEVELOPMENT IN FUJIAN PROVINCE. THESE FINANCIAL LINKS REINFORCE TRANSNATIONAL BONDS AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE GLOBAL
ECONOMY.

COMMUNICATION AND MoOBILITY

ADVANCEMENTS IN COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY AND TRANSPORTATION FACILITATE FREQUENT CONTACT AND TRAVEL
BETWEEN EUROPE AND FUJIAN. THESE CONNECTIONS HELP SUSTAIN FAMILIAL RELATIONSHIPS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES ACROSS
BORDERS.

INFLUENCE ON MIGRATION PATTERNS

THE ESTABLISHED PRESENCE OF FUJIANESE COMMUNITIES IN EUROPE ENCOURAGES FURTHER MIGRATION THROUGH FAMILY
REUNIFICATION AND CHAIN MIGRATION. THIS ONGOING MOVEMENT SHAPES THE DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL COMPOSITION OF BOTH
ORIGIN AND DESTINATION REGIONS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHO ARE THE TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE?

THE TRANSNATIONAL CHINESE FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE ARE INDIVIDUALS ORIGINATING FROM THE FUJIAN PROVINCE OF
CHINA WHO HAVE MIGRATED TO VARIOUS EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, OFTEN MAINTAINING STRONG ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND
CULTURAL TIES WITH THEIR HOMELAND.

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN MOTIVATIONS FOR FUJIANESE MIGRATION TO EUROPE?

KEY MOTIVATIONS INCLUDE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, ESCAPING LIMITED LOCAL EMPLOYMENT IN FUJIAN, SEEKING BETTER LIVING
STANDARDS, AND JOINING ESTABLISHED MIGRANT NETWORKS THAT FACILITATE SETTLEMENT AND BUSINESS VENTURES IN EurOPE.

\¥/HICH EUROPEAN COUNTRIES HAVE SIGNIFICANT POPULATIONS OF FUJIANESE
MIGRANTS?

SIGNIFICANT POPULATIONS OF FUJIANESE MIGRANTS CAN BE FOUND IN COUNTRIES SUCH AS |TALY, SPAIN, THE UNITED KINGDOM,
AND GERMANY, WITH |TALY, ESPECIALLY CITIES LIKE PRATO, BEING A NOTABLE HUB.

How Do FUJIANESE MIGRANTS MAINTAIN TRANSNATIONAL TIES BETWEEN EUROPE AND
CHINA?

THEY MAINTAIN TIES THROUGH FREQUENT COMMUNICATION, REMITTANCES, RETURN VISITS, CULTURAL PRACTICES, AND
INVOLVEMENT IN BUSINESS NETWORKS THAT OPERATE IN BOTH EUROPE AND FUJIAN, FOSTERING ONGOING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CONNECTIONS.

WHAT TYPES OF BUSINESSES ARE COMMONLY OPERATED BY FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN



EUrROPE?

MANY FUJIANESE MIGRANTS OPERATE SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES SUCH AS TEXTILE AND GARMENT FACTORIES,
RESTAURANTS, RETAIL SHOPS, AND IMPORT-EXPORT BUSINESSES, PARTICULARLY IN THE FASHION AND MANUFACTURING
SECTORS.

How DO TRANSNATIONAL FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IMPACT LOCAL EUROPEAN ECONOMIES?

THEY CONTRIBUTE BY REVITALIZING LOCAL ECONOMIES THROUGH ENTREPRENEURSHIP, CREATING JOBS, AND INTRODUCING NEW
CULTURAL AND COMMERCIAL PRACTICES, THOUGH SOMETIMES ALSO FACING CHALLENGES RELATED TO LABOR CONDITIONS AND
INTEGRATION.

W/HAT SOCIAL CHALLENGES DO FUJIANESE MIGRANTS FACE IN EUROPE?

CHALLENGES INCLUDE LANGUAGE BARRIERS, LEGAL STATUS ISSUES, SOCIAL INTEGRATION DIFFICULTIES, DISCRIMINATION, AND
NAVIGATING COMPLEX IMMIGRATION POLICIES IN THEIR HOST COUNTRIES.

How HAS THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AFFECTED TRANSNATIONAL FUJIANESE MIGRATION
AND COMMUNITIES IN EUROPE?

THE PANDEMIC DISRUPTED MIGRATION FLOWS, BUSINESS OPERATIONS, AND TRANSNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS, BUT ALSO
HIGHLIGHTED THE RESILIENCE OF FUJIANESE COMMUNITIES, WHO ADAPTED THROUGH DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY AND CONTINUED
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES DESPITE RESTRICTIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. TRANSNATIONAL TIES: FUIIANESE MIGRATION AND COMMUNITY FORMATION IN EUROPE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE MIGRATION PATTERNS OF FUJIANESE CHINESE TO VARIOUS EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, FOCUSING ON HOW
MIGRANTS MAINTAIN STRONG SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL CONNECTIONS ACROSS BORDERS. |T EXAMINES COMMUNITY
NETWORKS, TRANSNATIONAL BUSINESSES, AND THE ROLE OF FAMILY TIES IN SUSTAINING THESE DIASPORIC IDENTITIES. THROUGH
ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH, THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FACED BY FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN
EUROPE.

2. FUWIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE: IDENTITY, ECONOMY, AND SOCIAL NETWORKS

THIS WORK ANALYZES THE IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF FUJIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPEAN URBAN
CENTERS. |T DELVES INTO THE INFORMAL ECONOMIES AND ENTREPRENEURIAL VENTURES THAT HAVE ENABLED MIGRANTS TO
ESTABLISH THEMSELVES ABROAD. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES HOW SOCIAL NETWORKS FACILITATE MIGRATION FLOWS AND
INTEGRATION INTO HOST SOCIETIES.

3. CROSSING BorDERS: THE TRANSNATIONAL LIVES OF FUIIANESE MIGRANTS IN EUROPE

FOCUSING ON THE LIVED EXPERIENCES OF FUJIANESE MIGRANTS, THIS BOOK PRESENTS PERSONAL NARRATIVES THAT REVEAL THE
COMPLEXITIES OF TRANSNATIONAL LIFE. T INVESTIGATES HOW MIGRANTS NAVIGATE CULTURAL DIFFERENCES AND MAINTAIN
CONNECTIONS WITH THEIR HOMETOWNS IN FUJIAN. THE RESEARCH SHEDS LIGHT ON MIGRATION MOTIVATIONS, REMITTANCE
PRACTICES, AND IDENTITY NEGOTIATION.

4. New DiasPorAS: FUIIANESE MIGRATION AND COMMUNITY DYNAMICS IN EUROPE

THIS VOLUME ADDRESSES THE EMERGENCE OF NEW FUJIANESE DIASPORIC COMMUNITIES ACROSS EUROPE, EMPHASIZING THEIR
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION AND CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS. |T HIGHLIGHTS HOW THESE COMMUNITIES ADAPT TO THE EUROPEAN
CONTEXT WHILE PRESERVING DISTINCTIVE LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL TRAITS. THE BOOK ALSO CONSIDERS THE IMPACT OF
MIGRATION POLICIES ON COMMUNITY COHESION.

5. ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND MIGRATION: FUJIANESE BUSINESS NETWORKS IN EUROPE

EXAMINING THE ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT OF FUJIANESE MIGRANTS, THIS BOOK UNCOVERS THE BUSINESS NETWORKS THAT SPAN
FROM CHINA TO EUROPE. |T DISCUSSES THE STRATEGIES USED TO ESTABLISH AND SUSTAIN SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES,
OFTEN WITHIN THE GARMENT, CATERING, AND RETAIL SECTORS. THE AUTHOR ALSO EXPLORES THE ROLE OF TRUST AND KINSHIP IN
BUSINESS SUCCESS.



6. MIGRATION, TRANSNATIONALISM, AND IDENTITY: FUIIANESE COMMUNITIES IN EUROPE

THIS SCHOLARLY WORK INVESTIGATES HOW FUJIANESE MIGRANTS CONSTRUCT AND NEGOTIATE THEIR IDENTITIES IN
TRANSNATIONAL SETTINGS. T PAYS PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO CULTURAL PRACTICES, LANGUAGE USE, AND
INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONS WITHIN MIGRANT FAMILIES. THE BOOK PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO THE DUAL PROCESSES OF
INTEGRATION AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION.

7. FroMm FujiAn TO EUROPE: MIGRATION TRAJECTORIES AND SOCIAL CHANGE

TRACING THE MIGRATION TRAJECTORIES OF FUJIANESE INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES, THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE
OVERVIEW OF THE SOCIAL CHANGES TRIGGERED BY MIGRATION. |T EXPLORES HOW MIGRATION AFFECTS GENDER ROLES, FAMILY
DYNAMICS, AND COMMUNITY STRUCTURES BOTH IN EUROPE AND IN FUJIAN. THE STUDY MAKES USE OF QUALITATIVE INTERVIEWS
AND HISTORICAL DATA.

8. NETWORKS OF BELONGING: FUJIANESE MIGRANTS AND TRANSNA TIONAL COMMUNITY BUILDING IN EUROPE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE WAYS IN WHICH FUJIANESE MIGRANTS CREATE AND SUSTAIN A SENSE OF BELONGING THROUGH
TRANSNATIONAL NETWORKS. |T EXAMINES CULTURAL EVENTS, RELIGIOUS PRACTICES, AND SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS THAT SERVE
TO CONNECT MIGRANTS ACROSS COUNTRIES. THE AUTHOR HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE NETWORKS IN PROVIDING
SOCIAL SUPPORT AND FOSTERING RESILIENCE.

Q. THe FUIIANESE DIASPORA: MIGRATION, REMITTANCES, AND TRANSNATIONAL PRACTICES IN EUROPE

FOCUSING ON THE ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DIMENSIONS OF THE FUJIANESE DIASPORA, THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES REMITTANCE
FLOWS AND TRANSNATIONAL PRACTICES AMONG MIGRANTS IN EUROPE. |T ASSESSES HOW REMITTANCES CONTRIBUTE TO
DEVELOPMENT IN FUJIAN AND INFLUENCE MIGRANT IDENTITIES. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF
GLOBALIZATION ON DIASPORA COMMUNITIES.
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