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Treasure Island, a unique piece of land situated in San Francisco Bay, has a
rich and multifaceted history that reflects the evolution of California and
the nation as a whole. Originally created for the 1939 Golden Gate
International Exposition, the island has transformed over the decades from a
fairground to a military base, and eventually into a residential community.
This article delves into the captivating history of Treasure Island,
exploring its origins, development, military significance, and contemporary
challenges and opportunities.

Early History and Creation

Treasure Island’s origins can be traced back to the early 1930s. The island
was artificially constructed using material dredged from the bay, primarily
for the Golden Gate International Exposition (GGIE) in 1939. The event was
organized to celebrate the completion of the Golden Gate Bridge and to
showcase technological advances, arts, and cultures from around the world.

Design and Construction

- Architectural Vision: The exposition was designed by the renowned architect
William Pereira, who envisioned a modern utopia that would draw visitors from
around the globe.

- Land Use: The island featured Art Deco pavilions, gardens, and various
exhibits, reflecting the optimism of the time and the spirit of the New Deal.
- Accessibility: Treasure Island was connected to Yerba Buena Island by a
causeway, and both were accessible via ferry services from San Francisco.

The exposition drew approximately 17 million visitors, establishing Treasure
Island as a significant cultural and tourist destination.

Military Significance

After the exposition concluded in 1940, the U.S. Navy acquired Treasure
Island in 1941, recognizing its strategic location in San Francisco Bay. The
military presence on the island had profound implications for its
development.



World War II Era

During World War II, Treasure Island served as a major naval base. The island
was critical for training and logistics, supporting the war effort through
various means:

- Training Facilities: The island hosted a Naval Training Center, where
thousands of sailors and officers received training before heading into
combat.

- Logistics Hub: The Navy used Treasure Island as a staging area for ships
and supplies, facilitating operations in the Pacific Theater.

The military's presence helped to shape the island's infrastructure and
community, with numerous buildings constructed to accommodate the influx of
personnel.

Post-War Transition

After the war, Treasure Island continued to serve as a naval base, though its
role evolved over the years:

- Housing and Support: The base provided housing and support services for
military families and personnel.

- Decline of Military Presence: By the late 20th century, the need for naval
operations in the area diminished, leading to the gradual reduction of
military activities on the island.

In 1993, the Navy officially closed the base, marking the beginning of a new
chapter in Treasure Island’s history.

Redevelopment and Challenges

The closure of the naval base presented both opportunities and challenges for
Treasure Island. The land was designated for redevelopment, leading to
various plans and proposals.

Urban Development Plans

- Initial Proposals: Plans for redevelopment included a mix of residential,
commercial, and recreational spaces, aiming to create a vibrant community.

- Environmental Considerations: The redevelopment faced scrutiny regarding
environmental concerns, including contamination from military activities and
the need for infrastructure improvements.



In 2005, the Treasure Island Development Authority selected a master
developer to oversee the island’s transformation, which included ambitious
goals for sustainability and community engagement.

Community and Environmental Issues

Treasure Island's redevelopment has not been without its challenges:

- Contamination: The island was found to have soil and groundwater
contamination due to its military history, necessitating extensive cleanup
efforts.

- Housing Crisis: The Bay Area's housing crisis has influenced plans for
Treasure Island, with developers aiming to provide affordable housing amidst
soaring real estate prices.

Community engagement has been a vital aspect of the redevelopment process,
with local residents and stakeholders advocating for their needs and concerns
to be addressed.

Current Developments and Future Prospects

As of the early 2020s, Treasure Island is undergoing a significant
transformation, aiming to become a model for sustainable urban living. The
redevelopment plan includes:

A New Community Vision

- Sustainable Design: New developments prioritize green building practices,
renewable energy sources, and efficient public transportation options.

- Residential Units: Plans include approximately 8,000 new housing units,
with a focus on affordability and accessibility.

- Public Spaces: The redesign emphasizes parks, waterfront access, and
community amenities, fostering a sense of belonging among residents.

Resilience and Adaptation

In addition to housing, the redevelopment focuses on resilience against
climate change, particularly rising sea levels. Strategies include:

- Elevated Infrastructure: New buildings and roads are designed to withstand
flooding and extreme weather events.

- Green Spaces: Expanding parks and natural areas to enhance biodiversity and
provide recreational opportunities for residents.



Conclusion

Treasure Island’s history is a testament to the dynamic nature of urban
development and military influence in California. From its origins as a site
for a world exposition to its role as a naval base and now a burgeoning
residential community, the island reflects the changing tides of American
society. As Treasure Island continues to evolve, it stands as a significant
example of how historical sites can be transformed into vibrant communities
while addressing modern challenges such as environmental sustainability and
housing affordability. Its future promises to be as rich and varied as its
past, making it a fascinating subject for historians, urban planners, and
residents alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Treasure Island in San Francisco known for?

Treasure Island is known for its unique history as a man-made island,
originally constructed for the 1939 Golden Gate International Exposition, and
later used during World War II as a naval base.

How did Treasure Island get its name?

Treasure Island was named after Robert Louis Stevenson's novel 'Treasure
Island', reflecting the island's initial theme as a site meant for treasure
hunting and adventure.

What significant events have taken place on Treasure
Island?

Significant events include the Golden Gate International Exposition in 1939,
the establishment of a naval base during World War II, and its role in the
1984 Summer Olympics as a sailing venue.

What is the current status of Treasure Island?

Currently, Treasure Island is undergoing redevelopment into a mixed-use
community, including residential areas, parks, and commercial spaces, while
preserving its historical significance.

What challenges has Treasure Island faced over the
years?

Treasure Island has faced challenges including environmental contamination
from its naval base history, which has led to extensive cleanup efforts and
community concerns about health and safety.



Are there any historical landmarks on Treasure
Island?

Yes, notable historical landmarks include the Treasure Island Museum, which
showcases the island's history, and the iconic Art Deco structures built for
the 1939 Exposition.

How can visitors learn about the history of Treasure
Island?

Visitors can learn about the history of Treasure Island by visiting the
Treasure Island Museum, participating in guided tours, and exploring the
various historical markers located around the island.

What is the significance of the Treasure Island
Naval Station?

The Treasure Island Naval Station was significant as a major naval training
center during WWII and the Cold War, playing a crucial role in American
maritime operations until its closure in the 1990s.
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