tropicana las vegas history

Tropicana Las Vegas is not just another hotel on the Las Vegas Strip; it is a landmark
that encapsulates the evolution of the city, from its early days to the present. Opened in
1957, the Tropicana has seen countless changes, renovations, and a rich tapestry of
history that reflects the vibrant culture of Las Vegas. Over the decades, it has adapted to
the shifting tastes of tourists and the competitive landscape of hospitality, all while
maintaining its unique charm.

The Early Years: A Glimpse into the 1950s and
1960s

The Tropicana Las Vegas was originally developed by the Tropicana Hotel and Casino
Corporation. Designed by architect Milton Schwartz, the hotel opened its doors on April 4,
1957. It was one of the last major hotels built on the Strip before the construction boom of
the 1960s. The Tropicana was characterized by its tropical theme, with lush gardens, palm
trees, and a pool that evoked the feeling of a tropical paradise.

In its early years, the Tropicana featured a casino with 1,200 slot machines and a variety
of table games, which quickly made it a popular destination for visitors. The hotel's
entertainment offerings included a range of shows, from musical performances to comedy
acts, featuring stars such as Frank Sinatra and Elvis Presley.

Architectural Features and Design

The design of the Tropicana was revolutionary for its time, incorporating elements that
would become staples of Las Vegas architecture. Features included:

- Open-air design: The Tropicana's layout encouraged a flow between indoor and outdoor
spaces, creating a relaxed, inviting atmosphere.

- Tropical landscaping: The lush gardens and pool areas were designed to transport guests
to a paradise-like environment, setting it apart from other hotels on the Strip.

- Iconic neon signage: The hotel's signage, featuring vibrant colors and whimsical designs,
became a symbol of the Las Vegas Strip.

The Golden Age: 1970s to 1990s

As Las Vegas evolved, the Tropicana adapted to the changing demands of the tourism
industry. The 1970s and 1980s marked a golden age for the hotel, as it continued to
attract high-profile entertainers and guests.



Renovations and Expansions

During this time, the Tropicana underwent several renovations and expansions to keep
pace with its competitors. Key developments included:

1. New Tower Construction: In 1978, a new 21-story tower was added, increasing the
hotel's capacity and allowing for more luxurious accommodations.

2. Casino Expansion: The casino floor was expanded to include more table games and slot
machines, enhancing the gaming experience for guests.

3. Dining Options: The Tropicana introduced several new dining venues, ranging from
casual eateries to fine dining establishments, catering to the diverse tastes of visitors.

Iconic Entertainment Acts

The Tropicana became synonymous with world-class entertainment during this era.
Notable performances included:

- The Folies Bergére: This iconic show featured elaborate costumes, stunning
choreography, and a cast of talented performers. It ran at the Tropicana for over 30 years,
from 1959 to 2009.

- Headliner Acts: Stars like Liberace, Wayne Newton, and the Jacksons graced the
Tropicana stage, contributing to its reputation as a premier entertainment destination.

The 2000s: Challenges and Changes

As the Las Vegas Strip continued to grow, the Tropicana faced increased competition from
newer, more lavish resorts. The 2000s were marked by financial struggles and changing
ownership.

Bankruptcy and Acquisition

In 2008, the Tropicana Las Vegas filed for bankruptcy, a reflection of the economic
downturn affecting the entire Las Vegas Strip. The hotel was acquired by new ownership,
which aimed to revitalize the property.

Renovation and Rebranding Efforts

Following its acquisition, the Tropicana underwent a significant renovation to modernize
its facilities and improve guest experiences. Key changes included:

- Room Renovations: The hotel guest rooms were updated with contemporary decor,
enhancing comfort and luxury.



- Casino Redesign: The casino floor was reconfigured to create a more engaging
atmosphere, with new gaming options and improved layout.

- Branding Shift: The Tropicana rebranded itself as a more contemporary resort, appealing
to a younger demographic while still honoring its rich history.

The Present Day: A Modern Classic

Today, the Tropicana Las Vegas stands as a blend of its storied past and modern luxury. As
a member of the MGM Resorts International family, it continues to attract visitors from
around the globe.

Current Amenities and Offerings

The Tropicana has successfully integrated modern amenities while still preserving its
unique character. Some notable features include:

- Diverse Dining Options: The hotel boasts a variety of restaurants, from casual bites to
upscale dining experiences, catering to all tastes and budgets.

- Entertainment: The Tropicana remains committed to providing high-quality
entertainment, hosting a range of shows, concerts, and events throughout the year.

- Pool and Spa Facilities: The lush pool area and luxurious spa services offer guests a
relaxing retreat from the bustling Strip.

Commitment to Sustainability

In recent years, the Tropicana has also focused on sustainability initiatives, including
energy-efficient practices and waste reduction programs, aligning with the growing trend
of eco-conscious travel.

Conclusion: The Tropicana's Enduring Legacy

The history of the Tropicana Las Vegas is a microcosm of the broader story of Las Vegas
itself. From its humble beginnings in the late 1950s to its status as a modern resort, the
Tropicana has continually evolved while remaining true to its roots. As a testament to its
resilience and adaptability, it stands as a beloved destination for both tourists and locals
alike.

Whether you are drawn to its historical significance, entertainment offerings, or luxurious
accommodations, the Tropicana Las Vegas remains a key player in the ever-changing
landscape of Sin City. As the Strip continues to evolve, the Tropicana is poised to remain a
cherished icon, representing the golden age of Las Vegas while looking forward to a bright
future.



Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the Tropicana Las Vegas first open its
doors?

The Tropicana Las Vegas opened its doors on April 4, 1957.

Who was the original owner of the Tropicana Las Vegas?

The original owner of the Tropicana Las Vegas was the Tropicana Hotel and Casino, Inc.,
which was founded by a group of investors including Milton Prell.

What notable feature distinguished the Tropicana Las
Vegas when it first opened?

When it first opened, the Tropicana Las Vegas was notable for its tropical-themed decor
and lush gardens, which were a unique attraction in the desert landscape of Las Vegas.

How has the Tropicana Las Vegas evolved over the
years?

The Tropicana Las Vegas has undergone several renovations and expansions since its
opening, including a major renovation in 2007 that updated its rooms and public spaces,
as well as the addition of new entertainment options.

What is the current ownership status of the Tropicana
Las Vegas?

As of 2023, the Tropicana Las Vegas is owned by Bally's Corporation, which acquired the
property in 2021 as part of a larger acquisition of the real estate assets of the Tropicana.
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