
tru oil gun stock finish instructions
tru oil gun stock finish instructions provide an essential guide for
achieving a durable, attractive finish on wooden gun stocks. Tru Oil is a
popular finishing oil that enhances the natural beauty of wood while offering
protection against moisture and wear. This article outlines the step-by-step
process to apply Tru Oil, including surface preparation, application
techniques, drying times, and finishing tips. Whether refinishing an old
stock or applying a finish to a new one, following these instructions ensures
a smooth, professional-quality result. Proper application of Tru Oil can
bring out the grain and depth of the wood, making the gun stock both
functional and aesthetically pleasing. Below is a detailed table of contents
to guide the reader through the comprehensive Tru Oil gun stock finish
instructions.
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Preparation of the Gun Stock
Proper preparation is critical to achieving a high-quality Tru Oil gun stock
finish. The surface of the wood must be clean, smooth, and free of
contaminants such as dirt, oils, or old finishes. Starting with a well-
prepared stock ensures better adhesion of the oil and enhances the final
appearance.

Cleaning the Stock
Begin by wiping down the gun stock with a clean, lint-free cloth to remove
dust and debris. If the stock has old finish or grease, use a suitable
solvent such as mineral spirits to clean the surface thoroughly. Ensure the
stock is completely dry before proceeding to sanding.



Sanding the Wood
Sanding is essential to create a smooth surface and open the wood pores for
better oil absorption. Begin with a medium-grit sandpaper, such as 220 grit,
and progress to finer grits up to 400 or 600 grit for a silky finish. Sand
along the grain to avoid scratches. After sanding, remove all dust with a
vacuum or tack cloth to prevent imperfections in the finish.

Applying the First Coat of Tru Oil
The initial coat of Tru Oil sets the foundation for an even and durable
finish. This coat is typically thinner and requires careful application to
avoid uneven coverage or blotching.

Choosing the Application Method
Tru Oil can be applied using a clean cloth, foam brush, or a high-quality
bristle brush. Cloth application often results in better control and a
smoother finish, while brushes can speed up the process for larger surfaces.
Ensure the applicator is clean and free of lint.

Applying the Oil
Apply a thin, even coat of Tru Oil over the entire surface of the gun stock.
Work along the grain and avoid pooling or thick spots. Allow the oil to
penetrate for approximately 30 minutes to 1 hour, depending on temperature
and humidity. Wipe off any excess oil with a clean cloth to prevent a sticky
or uneven finish.

Subsequent Coats and Drying Process
Multiple coats of Tru Oil are necessary to build a protective layer and
enhance the depth and gloss of the finish. Each coat should be allowed
adequate drying time before applying the next.

Number of Coats
Typically, 6 to 8 coats of Tru Oil are recommended for a gun stock finish.
Each coat increases durability and the richness of the wood grain. Thinner
coats dry faster and reduce the risk of runs or drips.



Drying Time Between Coats
Allow each coat to dry thoroughly, usually 4 to 6 hours, though overnight
drying is preferable in cooler or more humid conditions. Ensure the drying
area has good ventilation and a dust-free environment to prevent
imperfections.

Sanding Between Coats
Sanding between coats is crucial for a smooth, professional finish. Light
sanding removes any raised grain, dust nibs, or unevenness, promoting better
adhesion of subsequent coats.

Choosing Sandpaper Grit
Use very fine sandpaper, typically 400 to 600 grit, for sanding between
coats. Sand lightly and evenly to avoid removing too much finish. After
sanding, clean the surface thoroughly with a tack cloth to remove all dust
particles.

Techniques for Sanding
Sand along the wood grain in gentle strokes. Avoid circular motions that can
create scratches visible under the finish. After sanding, inspect the surface
for smoothness and uniformity before applying the next coat.

Final Finishing and Buffing
After applying the last coat of Tru Oil and allowing it to cure fully, the
gun stock requires final finishing steps to achieve a high-gloss, smooth
surface.

Polishing the Surface
Once the final coat is dry, the surface can be polished using ultra-fine
abrasive compounds or fine steel wool (#0000) to remove any minor
imperfections. This step enhances the gloss and feel of the finish.

Buffing for Shine
Buff the gun stock with a soft cloth or buffing wheel to bring out a deep,
lustrous shine. Use circular motions and moderate pressure, ensuring the
finish is smooth and free of haze.



Maintenance and Care of Finished Gun Stocks
Proper maintenance extends the life and appearance of the Tru Oil finish on
gun stocks. Routine care prevents damage and preserves the wood’s natural
beauty.

Cleaning the Finished Stock
Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the stock after use. Avoid harsh chemicals
or abrasive cleaners that can damage the finish. Lightly dampen the cloth
with water or a mild soap solution if necessary, and dry immediately.

Reapplying Tru Oil
Over time, the finish may require touch-ups or reapplication to maintain
protection. Lightly sand the affected area and apply a thin coat of Tru Oil,
following the standard drying and buffing procedures. Regular inspection
helps identify wear early.

Storage Recommendations
Store firearms in a cool, dry environment to prevent moisture damage to the
finish. Using gun socks or cases helps protect the stock from scratches and
dust.

Begin with thorough cleaning and sanding of the gun stock

Apply thin, even coats of Tru Oil, allowing adequate drying time

Sand lightly between coats with fine-grit sandpaper

Finish with polishing and buffing for a glossy surface

Maintain the finish with gentle cleaning and periodic reapplication

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Tru Oil Gun Stock Finish used for?
Tru Oil Gun Stock Finish is used to protect and enhance the appearance of
wooden gun stocks, providing a durable, glossy finish that highlights the
wood grain.



How do I apply Tru Oil Gun Stock Finish properly?
To apply Tru Oil Gun Stock Finish, first clean and sand the wood surface
smoothly. Then, apply a thin coat of Tru Oil using a clean cloth or brush,
let it dry for several hours, lightly sand with fine grit sandpaper between
coats, and repeat for 3-5 coats for best results.

How long does Tru Oil take to dry between coats?
Tru Oil typically takes about 4 to 6 hours to dry between coats, but drying
time can vary depending on temperature and humidity. It’s best to wait until
the finish is completely dry to the touch before applying the next coat.

Can I use Tru Oil on other wood projects besides gun
stocks?
Yes, Tru Oil can be used on other wood projects such as knife handles,
musical instruments, and furniture to provide a durable and attractive finish
that enhances the wood grain.

Should I sand the gun stock before applying Tru Oil?
Yes, sanding the gun stock with progressively finer grit sandpaper (starting
around 220 grit and finishing with 400-600 grit) is recommended to create a
smooth surface for the Tru Oil to adhere to and to achieve a professional
finish.

How many coats of Tru Oil are recommended for a gun
stock finish?
Typically, 3 to 5 coats of Tru Oil are recommended for a durable and glossy
gun stock finish. Additional coats can be applied if a thicker or more
protective finish is desired.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Tru-Oil: The Complete Guide to Gun Stock Finishing
This comprehensive guide covers everything from surface preparation to the
final coats of Tru-Oil on gun stocks. It offers step-by-step instructions,
tips for achieving a glass-like finish, and troubleshooting advice. Ideal for
both beginners and experienced woodworkers seeking a durable and beautiful
finish.

2. Tru-Oil Techniques for Gun Stock Restoration
Focused on restoring vintage and worn gun stocks, this book details the use
of Tru-Oil to bring new life to old wood. It includes cleaning methods,
sanding tips, and application procedures to enhance the wood’s natural grain.
The author also discusses maintaining the finish for long-lasting protection.



3. The Art of Gun Stock Finishing with Tru-Oil
Explore the artistic side of gun stock finishing with Tru-Oil, emphasizing
aesthetics and craftsmanship. This book teaches how to highlight wood figure
and create smooth, glossy finishes through layering and polishing. It also
covers custom finishes and color enhancements.

4. DIY Gun Stock Finishing: Tru-Oil Step-by-Step
A practical manual for hobbyists, this book breaks down the Tru-Oil finishing
process into easy-to-follow steps. It includes recommended tools, drying
times, and safety precautions. The straightforward approach makes it
accessible for those new to gun stock refinishing.

5. Professional Gun Stock Finishes: Using Tru-Oil
Designed for gunsmiths and professional woodworkers, this title delves into
advanced Tru-Oil finishing techniques. It discusses optimizing finish
durability, achieving uniform coatings, and integrating Tru-Oil with other
finishing products. Case studies illustrate real-world applications.

6. Ultimate Guide to Gun Stock Care: Tru-Oil and Beyond
Beyond just application, this book covers ongoing care and maintenance of gun
stocks finished with Tru-Oil. Readers learn about cleaning, minor repairs,
and how to avoid common problems like blotching or peeling. It’s a valuable
resource for preserving firearm aesthetics and function.

7. Woodworking Finishes: Tru-Oil for Gun Stocks and More
This book broadens the scope to include Tru-Oil use on various woodworking
projects, with a strong focus on gun stocks. It compares Tru-Oil with other
finishes and explains why it’s favored for firearms. Detailed instructions
and project ideas help readers experiment confidently.

8. Tru-Oil Application Secrets: Achieving the Perfect Gun Stock Finish
Discover insider tips and lesser-known tricks for flawless Tru-Oil
application in this specialized book. It covers optimal environmental
conditions, layering techniques, and sanding methods to minimize
imperfections. The author shares personal experiences to help readers avoid
common mistakes.

9. The Science of Gun Stock Finishing: Tru-Oil Explained
For those interested in the chemistry behind finishes, this book explains how
Tru-Oil interacts with wood fibers and the curing process. It provides a
technical understanding that supports better application and finish
longevity. Ideal for advanced users looking to deepen their knowledge.
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