
true story of lizzie borden

The true story of Lizzie Borden has captivated the public's imagination for over a century. This infamous
case, wrapped in mystery and speculation, revolves around the brutal murders of Andrew and Abby
Borden, Lizzie's father and stepmother, in their home in Fall River, Massachusetts, on August 4, 1892. The
story of Lizzie Borden is not just a tale of murder; it is also an exploration of class, gender, and societal
expectations in late 19th-century America.

The Background of the Borden Family

To understand the true story of Lizzie Borden, it is essential to delve into the background of the Borden
family.

Family Dynamics

Lizzie Andrew Borden was born on July 19, 1860, to Andrew Jackson Borden and Sarah Anthony Morse.
Her mother passed away when Lizzie was just two years old, and her father remarried Abby Durfee Gray
in 1865. The family dynamic was fraught with tension. Lizzie and her sister Emma, who was born in 1859,
had a difficult relationship with their stepmother, whom they accused of being greedy and manipulative.

Andrew Borden's Wealth

Andrew Borden was a successful businessman, having made his fortune in the local textile industry and
real estate. However, he was also known for being frugal, which created further discord in the household.
Despite their wealth, the Borden sisters lived a modest lifestyle, which only added to their frustrations.

The Murders

On the morning of August 4, 1892, the tranquility of the Borden household was shattered. The gruesome
details of the murders have become legendary.



Events of the Morning

- Around 7:30 a.m.: Andrew Borden left the house for his daily errands, and Abby Borden was believed to
be upstairs.
- Around 8:30 a.m.: Bridget Sullivan, the family’s maid, reported that she heard Lizzie call for her, saying
that her father had been killed.
- Discovery of the Bodies: Andrew was found brutally murdered on the living room floor with multiple
axe wounds to his head, while Abby was discovered upstairs, also with severe head injuries.

Initial Reactions

Lizzie’s reaction to the events of that morning raised eyebrows. While she claimed to be distraught, her
demeanor was perceived as oddly calm. The police began investigating the murders immediately, and
Lizzie quickly became a person of interest.

The Investigation

The investigation into the Borden murders was marked by sensationalism and public intrigue.

Arrest and Charges

Lizzie was arrested on August 11, 1892, after a thorough investigation that included various testimonies and
forensic evidence, albeit rudimentary by today's standards. She was charged with the murders of her father
and stepmother.

Public Reaction and Media Frenzy

The case drew immense media attention, which sensationalized the events and portrayed Lizzie as a cold-
blooded murderer. The public was fascinated by the gruesome nature of the crime, the wealth of the
Borden family, and the perceived breakdown of traditional family values. Headlines in newspapers often
depicted Lizzie as the "female Bluebeard," a reference to the infamous fairy tale murderer.



The Trial

The trial began on June 5, 1893, in New Bedford, Massachusetts. It was one of the first trials to garner
extensive media coverage, making it a spectacle of the time.

Defense and Prosecution

- Prosecution's Case: The prosecution presented circumstantial evidence, including Lizzie's presence at the
scene and her inconsistent statements. They argued that she had the motive of financial gain, given her
father’s wealth.

- Defense's Strategy: Lizzie's defense team, led by the famous lawyer William Moody, argued that there
was no direct evidence linking her to the murders. They highlighted the lack of blood evidence and
questioned the reliability of the testimonies.

Verdict and Aftermath

After a lengthy trial, Lizzie Borden was acquitted on June 20, 1893. The jury deliberated for just over an
hour, reflecting the reasonable doubt that had been established by the defense. While Lizzie walked free,
the true story of Lizzie Borden did not end there.

Life After the Trial

Following her acquittal, Lizzie Borden’s life took on a different trajectory.

Relocation and New Identity

Lizzie and her sister Emma moved out of the family home and purchased a large house on the hill in Fall
River, which they named Maplecroft. They lived a relatively private life, but the notoriety of the
murders continued to follow them.

Social Life and Reputation

Lizzie faced social ostracism and was often the subject of gossip. Despite her wealth, she struggled to find a



place in society. Nevertheless, she became involved in various charitable causes, even helping to fund a
local church.

The Legacy of Lizzie Borden

The true story of Lizzie Borden has spawned countless theories, books, and media adaptations over the
years. The case has left an indelible mark on American culture, leading to a variety of interpretations and
speculations.

Myths and Theories

Many theories have emerged regarding the case, including:

- Innocence: Some believe Lizzie was wrongfully accused and that the true murderer was someone else
entirely.
- Mental Illness: Others suggest Lizzie may have been suffering from a psychological condition that
influenced her behavior.
- Family Conspiracy: Some theories propose that the murders were the result of a conspiracy within the
family or even an outsider seeking revenge against Andrew Borden.

Cultural Impact

Lizzie Borden’s story has inspired numerous adaptations in literature, television, and film. The case remains
a topic of fascination for historians, true crime enthusiasts, and the general public alike.

Conclusion

The true story of Lizzie Borden is a complex tapestry woven with themes of class, gender, and the human
psyche. While she was acquitted of the murders of her father and stepmother, the questions surrounding
her guilt or innocence remain unanswered. As a symbol of a bygone era, Lizzie continues to evoke intrigue
and speculation, ensuring that her story will endure for generations to come. Whether viewed as a victim
of circumstance or a cunning murderer, Lizzie Borden’s legacy is one that continues to spark debate and
fascination in the annals of American crime history.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Lizzie Borden?
Lizzie Borden was a woman from Fall River, Massachusetts, who was famously accused of murdering her
father Andrew Borden and stepmother Abby Borden in 1892.

What happened on the day of the murders?
On August 4, 1892, Andrew and Abby Borden were found brutally murdered in their home, with
Andrew being struck in the head multiple times.

What was the public's reaction to the Borden case?
The case captivated the public's imagination, leading to sensational media coverage and widespread
speculation about Lizzie's guilt.

Was Lizzie Borden ever convicted?
No, Lizzie Borden was acquitted of the murders in a highly publicized trial that concluded in 1893.

What evidence was presented against Lizzie Borden?
Key evidence included Lizzie's inconsistent statements, the absence of a clear alibi, and a hatchet found on
the property that was suspected to be the murder weapon.

How did Lizzie Borden's life change after the trial?
After being acquitted, Lizzie Borden lived a relatively quiet life, moving to a different house in Fall River
and eventually dying in 1927.

Is there any ongoing debate about Lizzie Borden's guilt?
Yes, many still debate Lizzie's guilt or innocence, with some believing she was wrongly accused while
others think she got away with murder.

What cultural impact did the Lizzie Borden case have?
The case has inspired numerous books, films, documentaries, and even plays, contributing to Lizzie
Borden's legacy as a figure of American true crime.



What theories exist about who actually committed the murders?
Some theories suggest that an unknown intruder committed the murders, while others speculate about
family secrets and motives within the Borden household.

Has the Borden house been preserved as a historical site?
Yes, the Borden house has been preserved and is now a museum and bed-and-breakfast, attracting visitors
interested in the true crime story.
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