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Tunnels by Roderick Gordon is a captivating novel that takes readers on an exhilarating
journey through subterranean landscapes, filled with mystery, adventure, and the quest
for survival. The book is the first in a series that has captivated audiences with its blend of
fantasy, science fiction, and coming-of-age themes. In this article, we will explore the plot,
characters, themes, and impact of "Tunnels," as well as its significance within the broader
context of young adult literature.

Plot Overview

"Tunnels" follows the story of Will Burrows, a teenager living in a dystopian world where
the surface has become increasingly inhospitable. The narrative begins as Will discovers
his passion for archaeology, which leads him to explore the underground tunnels that
crisscross beneath his city. Alongside his friend Chester, Will's adventures take a dark
turn as they uncover a hidden society living in the depths below.

The story unfolds as Will's family dynamics come into play, particularly his strained
relationship with his father, who is obsessed with the surface world. This tension is
exacerbated when Will's father discovers his secret explorations and ultimately leads to a
series of events that thrust Will into a perilous adventure. The journey takes him through
eerie caverns, encounters with strange creatures, and ultimately a quest for self-discovery.

Main Characters

The characters in "Tunnels" are pivotal in driving the story forward. Each one brings
unique traits and motivations that enrich the plot.

Will Burrows

Will is the protagonist, a curious and adventurous teenager with a strong sense of justice.
His fascination with archaeology and the underground world sets the stage for the entire
narrative. Throughout the story, Will grows from a boy seeking adventure to a young man
confronting the harsh realities of his world.

Chester

Chester is Will's loyal friend and companion on his underground adventures. He
represents the voice of caution, often urging Will to think twice before diving headfirst
into danger. Chester's character provides a balance to Will's impulsive nature and
highlights the importance of friendship and loyalty.



Will's Father

Will's father, a complex character, embodies the tension between the surface and the
underground. His obsession with the surface world creates conflict within the family and
serves as a catalyst for Will's journey. This character's motivations and actions play a
crucial role in shaping the narrative's direction.

Themes

"Tunnels" is rich with themes that resonate with young adult readers. Some of the most
prominent include:

Identity and Self-Discovery

At its core, "Tunnels" is a story about finding one's identity. Will's journey through the
tunnels is not just a physical adventure but also a metaphorical exploration of who he is
and what he stands for. As he confronts challenges and discovers hidden truths, he learns
to navigate the complexities of adolescence.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Will and Chester is central to the narrative. Their friendship is tested
through various trials, emphasizing the importance of loyalty and trust in relationships.
The novel illustrates how true friends can help one another face fears and overcome
obstacles.

Isolation and Community

The underground society that Will discovers represents both isolation and the sense of
community. The inhabitants of the tunnels live away from the surface world, creating a
unique culture and way of life. This theme explores how different environments shape
individuals and communities.

Impact and Reception

Since its publication, "Tunnels" has received positive reviews from both critics and
readers. The novel's engaging plot, well-developed characters, and thought-provoking
themes have made it a staple in young adult literature. It has been praised for its ability to
address complex issues while still being accessible to a younger audience.

The book's success led to the creation of a series, with several sequels that continue Will's
journey. The world Roderick Gordon created has garnered a loyal fan base, and its
influence can be seen in other young adult novels that blend adventure with deeper
themes of identity and belonging.



Conclusion

"Tunnels" by Roderick Gordon is more than just a thrilling adventure; it is a profound
exploration of identity, friendship, and the human experience. The novel's rich characters
and multifaceted themes make it a compelling read for young adults and adults alike. As
readers journey alongside Will Burrows through the dark and mysterious underground,
they are invited to reflect on their own lives, relationships, and the choices that define
them.

In a world that often feels divided, "Tunnels" serves as a reminder of the importance of
connection, understanding, and the courage to confront the unknown. Its impact on young
adult literature continues to be felt, inspiring new generations to embark on their own
journeys of discovery, both above and below the surface.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Tunnels' by Roderick
Gordon?

‘Tunnels' follows the story of a boy named Will Burrows who discovers an underground
world while searching for his missing father, leading him into a series of adventures filled
with danger and mystery.

Who are the key characters in 'Tunnels'?

The key characters in "Tunnels' include Will Burrows, his friend Chester, and various
inhabitants of the underground world, including the sinister creatures known as the Styx.

What themes are explored in 'Tunnels'?

Themes in 'Tunnels' include adventure, friendship, the quest for identity, and the
consequences of exploration and discovery.

Is "Tunnels’' part of a series?

"Tunnels' is the first book in a series written by Roderick Gordon and Brian Williams,
followed by sequels that continue the story of Will Burrows and his underground
adventures.

What age group is 'Tunnels' suitable for?

'Tunnels' is primarily aimed at middle-grade readers, typically ages 9 to 12, but it can also
appeal to older readers who enjoy adventure and fantasy.



How has 'Tunnels' been received by readers and critics?

‘Tunnels' has generally received positive reviews for its imaginative plot, engaging
characters, and suspenseful storytelling, making it a popular choice among young readers.

What are some similarities between 'Tunnels' and other
popular adventure books?

Similarities include the themes of exploration and discovery found in other adventure
series like 'Harry Potter' and 'Percy Jackson', as well as the friendship dynamics seen in
‘The Maze Runner".
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