
twas the night before thanksgiving
poem

‘Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving Poem is a whimsical take on the classic
Christmas poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas” by Clement Clarke Moore. This
parody captures the spirit of Thanksgiving, celebrating the excitement and
anticipation surrounding this beloved holiday. The poem has become a staple
in many households, often recited during Thanksgiving gatherings. In this
article, we will explore the origins of the poem, its themes, and how it has
been embraced in popular culture, along with creative variations and
activities related to it.

Origins of the Poem

The poem "Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving" was penned by the renowned
author and poet, Dave L. Johnson. Written in the style of Moore’s classic, it
addresses the familiar themes of family, food, and gratitude, all central to
the celebration of Thanksgiving. First published in the early 2000s, the poem
has since gained popularity, often used in schools and family gatherings to
bring a touch of humor and joy to the Thanksgiving festivities.

Influence of “A Visit from St. Nicholas”

Clement Clarke Moore’s “A Visit from St. Nicholas” was published in 1823 and
has since become a cornerstone of American Christmas literature. Its rhythmic
and rhyming structure lends itself well to parody and adaptation. The
influence of Moore’s work is evident in Johnson’s Thanksgiving version, as it
mimics the same cadence and playful tone.

In both poems, the narrative unfolds on the eve of a major holiday, creating
a sense of anticipation. However, while Moore’s poem centers on the arrival
of Santa Claus, Johnson’s version focuses on the preparations and excitement
surrounding Thanksgiving dinner.

Thematic Elements of the Poem

“Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving” encapsulates several key themes that
resonate with the essence of the holiday:

Family and Togetherness

Thanksgiving is primarily about gathering with family and friends. The poem
emphasizes this theme by depicting a warm, inviting atmosphere filled with
love and laughter. The imagery of families coming together to share a meal is
a central focus, highlighting the importance of connection and community.



Anticipation of the Feast

The excitement surrounding the Thanksgiving meal is palpable throughout the
poem. The mention of various traditional dishes, from turkey to pumpkin pie,
evokes a sense of mouth-watering anticipation. This theme reflects the
universal experience of waiting for a special meal, where the preparation and
the food itself symbolize abundance and gratitude.

Gratitude

The spirit of Thanksgiving is rooted in gratitude, and the poem captures this
sentiment beautifully. While the verses may be playful and humorous, they
also serve as a reminder to appreciate the blessings in life, particularly
the company of loved ones. The act of gathering around the dinner table
becomes a moment to reflect on what one is thankful for.

Popular Culture and Adaptations

Over the years, “Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving” has been embraced in
various forms of popular culture. Its humorous tone and relatable themes make
it a favorite for Thanksgiving-themed events, school performances, and family
gatherings.

Readings and Performances

Schools often incorporate the poem into their Thanksgiving programs, allowing
children to perform readings or skits based on its narrative. These
performances not only entertain but also educate students about the
traditions and values associated with Thanksgiving.

Illustrated Versions

Numerous illustrated adaptations of the poem have emerged, making it
accessible to younger audiences. These versions often feature colorful
illustrations that bring the story to life, enhancing the reading experience
and making the poem an enjoyable part of children's literature.

Creative Variations and Activities

The playful nature of “Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving” lends itself to
various creative adaptations and activities that families can enjoy together.

Personalized Versions

Families can create personalized versions of the poem by substituting names,



favorite dishes, and inside jokes. This customization allows for a unique
expression of family traditions and memories. Here’s a simple template to get
started:

1. Title: “Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving at the [Your Family Name]
House”
2. Characters: Include family members, pets, and friends.
3. Favorite Dishes: List the traditional foods your family enjoys.
4. Activities: Mention any pre-dinner traditions, like watching football or
playing games.

Thanksgiving Poetry Contest

Host a Thanksgiving poetry contest where family members create their own
original poems inspired by “Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving.” Categories
can include funniest poem, most heartfelt, or best use of Thanksgiving-
related words. This activity not only fosters creativity but also adds a fun
twist to the Thanksgiving gathering.

Conclusion

“Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving” has successfully carved its niche in the
realm of Thanksgiving traditions, offering a playful and heartwarming take on
the holiday. Its themes of family, anticipation, and gratitude resonate
deeply, making it a cherished part of many celebrations.

As families continue to gather around the table to give thanks, the poem
serves as a reminder of the joy and togetherness that defines Thanksgiving.
Whether recited aloud, performed in schools, or personalized for family
gatherings, this delightful piece of literature enriches the holiday
experience, ensuring that the spirit of Thanksgiving lives on in the hearts
of those who celebrate it.

Frequently Asked Questions

'Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving' is often
compared to which classic poem?

It is often compared to 'A Visit from St. Nicholas,' also known as 'The Night
Before Christmas.'

What is the main theme of 'Twas the Night Before
Thanksgiving'?

The main theme revolves around the anticipation and excitement of
Thanksgiving celebrations, family gatherings, and the festive spirit.

Who is the author of 'Twas the Night Before



Thanksgiving'?

The poem was written by a children's author named Dav Pilkey.

What kind of imagery is commonly found in 'Twas the
Night Before Thanksgiving'?

The poem features imagery related to Thanksgiving feasts, autumn leaves, and
family traditions.

How does 'Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving' engage
children?

It engages children with its playful rhymes, humorous scenarios, and
relatable themes of family and food.

In what year was 'Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving'
published?

It was published in 2001.

Is 'Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving' a standalone
poem or part of a series?

It is a standalone poem, although it shares thematic similarities with other
holiday-themed works by the same author.

What type of events does the poem depict leading up
to Thanksgiving?

The poem depicts various events such as family preparations, cooking, and the
excitement of gathering for the holiday feast.
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