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The position of third base has been a pivotal spot for the Minnesota Twins since the franchise's
inception in 1961. Over the years, the Twins have seen numerous talented players take the hot
corner, each contributing to the team's successes and struggles. This article will delve into the rich
history of the Twins' third basemen, highlighting key players, memorable moments, and the
evolution of the position within the franchise.

Early Years (1961-1970)

When the Minnesota Twins were established in 1961, the third base position was manned by several
players who played a significant role in the team's early success.

Notable Players

1. Don Mincher (1961-1962): Mincher was one of the first players to don the third-base glove for the
Twins. Although primarily a first baseman, he spent some time at third base, showcasing his
versatility.

2. Rich Rollins (1962-1966): Rollins became a staple at third base during the mid-1960s. He was
known for his solid defense and ability to hit for average, making him a crucial part of the team's
lineup.

3. Harmon Killebrew (1961-1975): While Killebrew is best known as a first baseman, he played
significant time at third base early in his career. His power-hitting abilities made him a fan favorite
and an essential part of the Twins’ offense.

1965 World Series

The 1965 season marked a turning point for the Twins, as they reached the World Series for the first
time. With players like Rollins and Killebrew at third base, the team demonstrated solid defense and
powerful batting, helping them secure a spot in the Fall Classic against the Los Angeles Dodgers.

The 1970s: A Transition Period

The Twins experienced a transitional phase in the 1970s, marked by changes in personnel and the
search for stability at third base.



Key Players

1. Steve Braun (1971-1977): Braun was primarily an outfielder but also played third base. His
contributions were valuable during a time when the Twins were looking for consistent production.

2. Lenny Green (1972-1973): Green filled the role of a utility player, often switching between the
outfield and third base, showcasing the need for flexible roster options.

3. Mike Cubbage (1976-1981): Cubbage provided a reliable glove and was known for his ability to hit
in clutch situations. His tenure solidified his role as a dependable third baseman.

The 1980s: A Time of Growth

The 1980s saw the Twins begin to rise again, culminating in their first World Series championship in
1987. The third base position played a significant role in this resurgence.

Prominent Figures

1. Gary Gaetti (1981-1990): Gaetti emerged as one of the best third basemen in Twins history.
Known for his strong defensive skills and power-hitting, he was a key figure in the Twins' success
during the late '80s. Gaetti won multiple Gold Glove awards and was a consistent offensive threat.
2. Mike Pagliarulo (1985-1989): Pagliarulo was another important player during this era. His ability
to hit for power and play solid defense made him a valuable asset to the team.

3. Randy Bush (1981-1991): Though primarily an outfielder, Bush also spent time at third base and
provided a steady bat, contributing to the team's depth.

1987 World Series Championship

The Twins' victory in the 1987 World Series was a significant achievement for the franchise. Gaetti's
contributions at third base were vital, as he delivered timely hits and played exceptional defense,
helping the team secure the championship.

The 1990s: A Decade of Change

The 1990s brought about changes in the roster and the team's fortunes, with a mix of established
veterans and emerging talent.

Key Players

1. Scott Leius (1990-1995): Leius played a crucial role during the early part of the decade, especially
in the 1991 World Series. His defensive skills and timely hitting were instrumental in the Twins'
success.



2. Chad Allen (1994-1997): Allen brought youthful energy to the team. Though he had a shorter
tenure, his contributions to the lineup were appreciated during a time of rebuilding.

3. Matt Lawton (1996-2000): Lawton primarily played the outfield, but he also saw time at third
base. His offensive capabilities were a valuable addition to the lineup.

1991 World Series Triumph

The Twins' second World Series title came in 1991, and once again, third base was critical. Scott
Leius made memorable plays and contributed offensively, further solidifying the importance of the
position in postseason success.

The 2000s: Struggles and Resurgence

The early 2000s were challenging for the Twins, but the franchise began to find its footing again as
new talent emerged.

Emerging Stars

1. Corey Koskie (1998-2004): Koskie became a fan favorite due to his excellent defensive skills and
ability to hit for power. He was a key component of the team's resurgence in the early 2000s.

2. Michael Cuddyer (2001-2011): Cuddyer was primarily an outfielder but saw considerable time at
third base. His versatility and offensive production made him a valuable player during the Twins'
playoff runs.

3. Joe Crede (2009): Though Crede had a brief stint with the Twins, his defensive prowess at third
base and veteran experience were seen as important for the team's playoff aspirations.

Recent Years: A New Era

The 2010s and beyond have seen the Twins embrace a new style of play, focusing on power-hitting
and analytics.

Contemporary Players

1. Trevor Plouffe (2010-2016): Plouffe was a key contributor during his time with the Twins. Known
for his power and ability to drive in runs, he became a staple in the lineup.

2. Ehire Adrianza (2016-2020): A versatile player, Adrianza filled in at third base and provided solid
defensive skills along with a reliable bat.

3. Josh Donaldson (2020-2021): The former MVP brought star power to the Twins and played a
significant role in the infield. His leadership and experience were invaluable.



Current Outlook

As the Twins continue to develop young talent, the third base position remains a focal point. The
organization is committed to nurturing prospects who can carry on the legacy of excellence
established by previous players.

Conclusion

The history of third basemen for the Minnesota Twins is rich and varied, showcasing a diverse array
of talent and contributions throughout the years. From the early days of the franchise to the recent
resurgence, the players who have occupied the hot corner have played crucial roles in the team's
successes. As the Twins look to the future, the legacy of their third basemen will continue to inspire
new generations of players and fans alike. The hot corner will always be a critical position, and the
Twins will undoubtedly seek to find their next star to carry on the tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the all-time leader in games played at third base for
the Minnesota Twins?

The all-time leader in games played at third base for the Minnesota Twins is Gary Gaetti.

What notable achievement did Kimera Bartee accomplish
during his time with the Twins?

Kimera Bartee is known for his versatility, having played multiple positions, but he primarily played
as an outfielder rather than third base during his time with the Twins.

Which Twins third baseman was named an All-Star in 2010?

Danny Valencia was named an All-Star in 2010 while playing third base for the Minnesota Twins.

What impact did Miguel Sano have on the Twins as a third
baseman?

Miguel Sano has been a significant power hitter for the Twins since his debut, providing a strong
offensive presence at third base.

Which third baseman had the highest batting average in a
single season for the Twins?

The highest single-season batting average by a Twins third baseman was achieved by Gary Gaetti in
1986, with an average of .302.



How many Gold Glove Awards did Adrian Beltre win during his
career while playing third base?

Adrian Beltre won 5 Gold Glove Awards during his career as a third baseman, but he never played
for the Minnesota Twins.

What year did the Minnesota Twins move to their new
stadium, Target Field, and how did it affect third base play?

The Minnesota Twins moved to Target Field in 2010, which provided a more favorable hitting
environment that positively impacted the offensive statistics of their third basemen.
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