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Two Friends Guy de Maupassant is a poignant short story that encapsulates the themes of friendship,

loyalty, and the devastating impact of war. Written by the renowned French author Guy de

Maupassant, the tale is set against the backdrop of the Franco-Prussian War and explores how two

friends navigate the harsh realities of conflict. In this article, we will delve into the plot, characters,

themes, and the lasting significance of this powerful narrative.

Overview of "Two Friends"

"Two Friends" is a short story that showcases Maupassant's exceptional storytelling ability and his

keen insight into human nature. The narrative follows two friends, Monsieur Morissot and Monsieur

Sauvage, who share a passion for fishing. Their friendship is tested as they find themselves in the

midst of a war that threatens to tear their lives apart.

Setting and Context

The story is set in France during the Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871), a time when the country was

embroiled in conflict with Prussia. This historical context is crucial as it shapes the characters'

experiences and decisions throughout the story. The once peaceful countryside, where Morissot and

Sauvage enjoyed fishing, now becomes a landscape of devastation and despair.

Characters

The two main characters in "Two Friends" are:



1. Monsieur Morissot: A passionate fisherman who embodies a sense of innocence and love for

nature. His character represents the common man who seeks solace in simple pleasures.

2. Monsieur Sauvage: Morissot's close friend, who shares his enthusiasm for fishing. Sauvage is

depicted as more pragmatic, yet equally devoted to their friendship.

The dynamic between these two characters illustrates the bond they share, which is tested by the

external forces of war.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Morissot and Sauvage reminiscing about their previous fishing trips. Their

camaraderie is evident as they discuss their plans to fish in a nearby river, despite the ongoing war.

However, their idyllic day is interrupted when they encounter a group of soldiers who demand their

attention.

Encounter with Soldiers

As the two friends fish, they are approached by a group of Prussian soldiers. The soldiers, aware that

Morissot and Sauvage are French citizens, question them about their allegiance. Faced with the reality

of their situation, the friends must navigate the tension between their love for fishing and the grim

realities of war.

The soldiers, intrigued by the friends' peaceful demeanor, allow them to continue fishing but keep a

watchful eye on them. This encounter highlights the precarious nature of their existence during wartime

and foreshadows the tragic events that follow.



The Tragic Climax

As the day progresses, Morissot and Sauvage catch numerous fish and enjoy their time together,

momentarily forgetting the war. However, their sense of security is shattered when the soldiers return.

In a cruel turn of events, the soldiers reveal their true intentions and accuse Morissot and Sauvage of

being spies.

Feeling cornered and desperate, the friends plead for their lives, but the soldiers are unyielding. In a

heart-wrenching climax, the two friends are executed for their perceived betrayal. This shocking

conclusion serves as a stark reminder of the senseless violence of war and its impact on innocent

lives.

Themes in "Two Friends"

Maupassant's "Two Friends" is rich in themes that resonate with readers, particularly in the context of

war. Some of the most prominent themes include:

Friendship and Loyalty

At its core, "Two Friends" is a story about the bond between Morissot and Sauvage. Their friendship is

portrayed as a refuge from the chaos of war, emphasizing the importance of companionship in difficult

times. Their loyalty to each other is unwavering, culminating in their tragic fate.

The Impact of War

The story powerfully conveys the destructive nature of war. Maupassant illustrates how war can disrupt

the simplest pleasures in life, such as fishing with a friend. The stark contrast between the friends'



peaceful pursuits and the harsh realities of their situation highlights the profound consequences of

conflict.

Innocence and Tragedy

Morissot and Sauvage's innocence is evident throughout the story. Their love for nature and simple

joys starkly contrasts with the brutality of their circumstances. The tragic ending serves as a

commentary on the loss of innocence that often accompanies war, leaving readers to reflect on the

futility of violence.

Literary Techniques

Maupassant employs various literary techniques to enhance the impact of "Two Friends." Some of

these techniques include:

Symbolism

- Fishing: The act of fishing symbolizes peace and tranquility, representing the characters' desire to

escape the chaos of war.

- The River: The river serves as a boundary between the friends' idyllic world and the harsh reality of

war, emphasizing the fragility of their situation.

Foreshadowing

Maupassant uses foreshadowing to hint at the tragic fate of Morissot and Sauvage. The initial

encounter with soldiers sets the stage for the eventual betrayal and execution, creating a sense of



impending doom.

Irony

The story is laced with irony, particularly in the way Morissot and Sauvage's innocent intentions lead to

their demise. Their love for fishing, which should bring joy, ultimately becomes the reason for their

tragic end.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Two Friends" by Guy de Maupassant is a powerful exploration of friendship, loyalty,

and the devastating effects of war. Through the poignant story of Morissot and Sauvage, Maupassant

reminds readers of the fragility of life and the senselessness of violence. The themes and literary

techniques employed throughout the narrative enhance its emotional impact, making it a timeless piece

that continues to resonate with audiences today. Whether you are a literature enthusiast or a casual

reader, "Two Friends" serves as a profound reflection on the human condition in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Two Friends' by Guy de Maupassant?

The main theme of 'Two Friends' is the contrast between friendship and the harsh realities of war,

highlighting the impact of conflict on personal relationships and moral choices.

How does the setting influence the events in 'Two Friends'?

The setting of the story, during the Franco-Prussian War, creates a tense atmosphere that emphasizes

the dangers the two friends face, illustrating how war disrupts everyday life and personal bonds.



What moral dilemma do the characters face in 'Two Friends'?

The characters face the moral dilemma of choosing between their loyalty to each other and their

safety, as their decision to meet for fishing leads to dire consequences in a war-torn environment.

What literary techniques does Maupassant use in 'Two Friends'?

Maupassant employs irony, symbolism, and vivid imagery to enhance the emotional impact of the

story, particularly through the representation of the two friends' innocent pastime juxtaposed with the

brutality of war.

How does 'Two Friends' reflect Maupassant's views on human nature?

In 'Two Friends', Maupassant reflects on the fragility of human nature, suggesting that in times of

crisis, the bonds of friendship can be tested, revealing both the nobility and vulnerability inherent in

people.
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