
two weeks with the queen study guide
Two Weeks with the Queen study guide is an essential tool for students and
educators delving into the rich themes, characters, and narrative techniques
of this beloved novel by Morris Gleitzman. This article aims to provide a
comprehensive study guide that highlights key elements of the story,
character analysis, thematic exploration, and discussion questions to
facilitate deeper understanding and engagement with the text.

Overview of "Two Weeks with the Queen"

"Two Weeks with the Queen" is a poignant yet humorous tale that explores the
journey of a young boy named Colin Mudford. After his brother becomes gravely
ill, Colin embarks on an adventure that takes him from Australia to England
in pursuit of a cure. The novel is not only a story about illness and family
but also about friendship, loyalty, and the quest for understanding in times
of crisis.

Key Characters

Understanding the characters in "Two Weeks with the Queen" is vital for
grasping the novel's themes and messages. Here are some of the primary
characters:

Colin Mudford: The protagonist who is determined to find a cure for his
brother’s illness.

Luke Mudford: Colin's older brother, who is suffering from cancer,
representing the theme of familial love and loss.

Queen Elizabeth II: The monarch, whom Colin believes can help his
brother, symbolizing hope and the absurdity of seeking help from
unlikely sources.

Mrs. Mudford: Colin's mother, who is dealing with her son's illness
while trying to keep the family together.

Mr. Mudford: Colin's father, who provides a contrasting perspective on
handling family crises.

Graham: A quirky character who becomes a friend to Colin, representing
the importance of friendship during difficult times.



Themes and Motifs

Several themes are explored throughout "Two Weeks with the Queen" that are
critical for understanding the deeper messages of the novel.

1. Family and Love

The bond between Colin and his family is central to the narrative. The novel
examines how illness can affect family dynamics and the lengths to which one
will go to protect and care for loved ones. Colin’s determination to save his
brother highlights the theme of unconditional love.

2. Hope and Despair

Colin’s journey is marked by moments of hope and despair. His belief that he
can secure help from the Queen reflects the human tendency to seek
extraordinary solutions to dire problems. The novel ultimately suggests that
hope can exist even in the darkest situations.

3. The Absurdity of Life

The story uses humor and absurdity to tackle serious issues, such as illness
and death. Colin’s interactions with various characters, including the Queen,
provide comedic relief while also provoking thought about the nature of
serious life events.

4. Friendship and Support

The friendships Colin forms throughout his journey play a crucial role in his
emotional development. The support he receives from friends like Graham
illustrates the importance of companionship in overcoming personal
challenges.

Character Development

Character development is a vital part of "Two Weeks with the Queen." Key
transformations occur as Colin navigates through his experiences.



Colin's Growth

Colin begins as a somewhat naïve boy with a singular focus on saving his
brother. However, as he encounters various challenges, he learns about the
complexities of life, the importance of asking for help, and the value of
friendships. By the end of the novel, Colin emerges as a more empathetic and
understanding individual.

Supporting Characters' Impact

Each supporting character plays a significant role in shaping Colin's
perspective. For example, Graham’s quirky but supportive nature encourages
Colin to think outside the box, while Mrs. Mudford’s struggles illustrate the
emotional toll of illness on the family.

Discussion Questions

To facilitate deeper engagement with "Two Weeks with the Queen," consider the
following discussion questions:

What does Colin's journey reveal about the nature of hope in difficult1.
circumstances?

How do the relationships Colin forms impact his understanding of love2.
and support?

In what ways does humor enhance the narrative, especially when dealing3.
with heavy themes like illness?

What role does the setting play in shaping the story and its characters?4.

How does Colin’s perception of authority figures, like the Queen, evolve5.
throughout the novel?

Literary Techniques

Morris Gleitzman employs various literary techniques in "Two Weeks with the
Queen" that enhance the storytelling.



1. Narrative Voice

The first-person narrative allows readers to connect intimately with Colin's
thoughts and feelings, making his experiences more relatable and impactful.
His voice is characterized by a blend of innocence and wisdom, which adds
depth to the story.

2. Humor and Irony

Gleitzman effectively uses humor and irony to balance the serious themes of
the novel. This technique not only entertains but also encourages readers to
reflect on the absurdity of certain situations, making them more palatable.

3. Symbolism

Several symbols are present in the novel. For instance, the Queen represents
hope and the idea of seeking help from higher powers. Other symbols, such as
the hospital and various settings, reflect the contrasting emotions
experienced by the characters.

Conclusion

A Two Weeks with the Queen study guide serves as a valuable resource for
students and educators alike, providing insights into the characters, themes,
and literary techniques of this poignant story. By exploring the complexities
of family, friendship, and the human experience, readers can gain a deeper
appreciation for Morris Gleitzman's work and its relevance to real-life
challenges. Through engaging discussions and thoughtful analysis, "Two Weeks
with the Queen" continues to resonate with audiences, proving that even in
the face of despair, hope and love can prevail.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Two Weeks with the
Queen'?
The central theme of 'Two Weeks with the Queen' is the journey of grief and
the importance of family and friendship in coping with loss.



Who is the protagonist in 'Two Weeks with the Queen'
and what challenges does he face?
The protagonist is a young boy named Colin, who faces the challenges of
dealing with his brother's illness and navigating his own emotions while
trying to find a way to help him.

How does the setting influence the story in 'Two
Weeks with the Queen'?
The setting, which spans from Australia to England, highlights the cultural
differences and the varying perspectives on illness and healing, impacting
Colin's understanding of his brother's situation.

What role does humor play in 'Two Weeks with the
Queen'?
Humor is used throughout the novel to provide relief from the heavy themes of
illness and grief, helping to balance the emotional weight of the story and
making it more accessible to readers.

How does 'Two Weeks with the Queen' address the
topic of illness and mortality?
The novel addresses illness and mortality through Colin's experiences and his
interactions with other characters, allowing readers to explore complex
emotions surrounding death and the impact it has on families.

What is the significance of the title 'Two Weeks
with the Queen'?
The title refers to Colin's imagined time spent with the Queen as a way to
escape his reality, symbolizing hope and the desire for connection amidst the
chaos of his brother's illness.
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