u haul truck size guide

u haul truck size guide is an essential resource for anyone planning a move or
transporting large items. Understanding the different U-Haul truck sizes and their
capacities can help ensure a smooth and efficient moving experience. This guide covers
the variety of truck sizes offered by U-Haul, including their dimensions, payload
capacities, and ideal usage scenarios. Whether moving a small apartment or a large house,
selecting the correct U-Haul truck size is crucial for safety, convenience, and cost-
effectiveness. Additionally, this article explores tips for choosing the right truck size,
loading advice, and common considerations when renting a U-Haul truck. The following
sections provide a detailed breakdown of each truck size and practical guidance for
renters.
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Overview of U-Haul Truck Sizes

U-Haul offers a range of truck sizes to accommodate different moving and hauling needs.
These trucks vary in length, cargo volume, and weight capacity to suit everything from
small moves to large household relocations. Understanding the general categories of U-
Haul trucks helps renters quickly narrow down options based on the size and scope of
their move. The available truck sizes can be broadly categorized into small trucks, medium
trucks, and large trucks, each designed to serve specific purposes.

Small U-Haul Trucks

Small U-Haul trucks are ideal for moving studios, small apartments, or transporting a
limited number of items. These trucks offer easy maneuverability and fuel efficiency,
making them suitable for short-distance moves or city driving.

Medium U-Haul Trucks

Medium-sized trucks are perfect for moving 1-2 bedroom apartments or small homes. They
provide a balance between cargo space and drivability, allowing movers to transport more
belongings without the challenges of handling a large vehicle.



Large U-Haul Trucks

Large trucks are designed for larger moves, such as 3+ bedroom homes or extensive
hauling projects. These trucks offer significant cargo capacity and are equipped to handle
heavy loads, though they may require more driving experience due to their size.

Detailed U-Haul Truck Size Breakdown

This section provides an in-depth look at the specific U-Haul truck sizes available,
including dimensions, cargo volume, payload capacity, and typical use cases.

10-Foot Truck

The 10-foot U-Haul truck is the smallest moving truck offered. It features a cargo space of
approximately 402 cubic feet and a payload capacity of around 2,810 pounds. This truck is
suitable for moving a small studio or one-bedroom apartment, including furniture and
boxes.

15-Foot Truck

The 15-foot truck offers roughly 764 cubic feet of cargo space and has a payload capacity
of about 3,800 pounds. It is ideal for 1-2 bedroom moves and can accommodate larger
furniture items such as sofas and beds.

17-Foot Truck

The 17-foot truck provides approximately 865 cubic feet of cargo volume with a payload
capacity of around 4,200 pounds. This size suits 2-3 bedroom apartments or homes and is
popular for medium-sized moves.

20-Foot Truck

The 20-foot U-Haul truck features about 1,015 cubic feet of cargo space and a payload
capacity near 5,700 pounds. It is commonly used for moving 3-4 bedroom homes, offering
ample space for furniture and multiple boxes.

26-Foot Truck

The largest moving truck in the U-Haul fleet, the 26-foot truck, provides approximately
1,682 cubic feet of cargo space and a payload capacity of up to 6,385 pounds. This truck is
designed for large moves, including 4+ bedroom homes or commercial hauling.



Choosing the Right U-Haul Truck Size

Selecting the appropriate truck size is critical to ensure an efficient and cost-effective
move. Renting a truck that is too small may require multiple trips, while an oversized
truck can be more expensive and difficult to handle.

Assessing Your Moving Volume

Begin by inventorying your belongings to estimate the volume of items to move. Consider
the number of rooms, furniture, and boxed items. Using U-Haul’s cubic feet estimates for
each truck size can help match your moving volume with the appropriate truck.

Considering Distance and Driving Conditions

Long-distance moves or challenging driving conditions may influence truck size choice.
Smaller trucks offer better fuel economy and maneuverability, beneficial for urban areas,
while larger trucks suit highway driving with heavy loads.

Budget and Cost Efficiency

Rental costs vary by truck size, so balance your budget with space requirements. Avoid
unnecessary expenses by selecting a truck size that fits your needs without excessive
empty space or multiple trips.

Loading and Safety Tips for U-Haul Trucks

Proper loading techniques and safety precautions are essential when using U-Haul trucks
to protect belongings and ensure safe transportation.

Effective Loading Strategies

Load heavy items first, placing them against the front wall of the truck for stability.
Distribute weight evenly to maintain vehicle balance. Use furniture pads, straps, and tie-
downs to secure cargo and prevent shifting during transit.

Maximizing Cargo Space

Disassemble large furniture to save space. Utilize vertical space by stacking boxes
carefully, placing heavier boxes at the bottom and lighter boxes on top. Fill gaps with soft
items like pillows or blankets to prevent movement.



Safety Considerations

Ensure the truck’s gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) is not exceeded. Check tire
pressure and vehicle condition before driving. Drive cautiously, especially when braking
and turning, due to the truck’s size and weight.

Additional Considerations When Renting a U-Haul
Truck

Beyond truck size, several factors impact the rental experience and overall success of the
move.

Rental Requirements and Licenses

Most U-Haul trucks can be driven with a standard driver’s license, but it is important to
verify requirements for larger vehicles. Age restrictions and insurance policies may also

apply.

Fuel Policy and Mileage

Understand U-Haul’s fuel policy; trucks typically come with a full tank and should be
returned full. Some rentals include limited free mileage, while others charge per mile,
impacting the total rental cost.

Reservation and Availability

Reserve the truck size needed well in advance, especially during peak moving seasons.
Availability varies by location, and last-minute rentals may limit options.

e Understand the specific cargo volume and payload capacities of each truck size
e Match truck size to your moving volume and driving conditions

e Use proper loading and securing techniques for safety and space optimization
e Be aware of rental policies, fuel requirements, and licensing rules

e Plan reservations ahead to ensure availability of the desired truck size



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the different U-Haul truck sizes available?

U-Haul offers several truck sizes including 10-foot, 15-foot, 17-foot, 20-foot, and 26-foot
trucks, each suited for different moving needs.

Which U-Haul truck size is best for a studio apartment
move?

A 10-foot U-Haul truck is typically best for moving a studio apartment as it offers enough
space for furniture and boxes without being too large to handle.

How do I choose the right U-Haul truck size for a 3-
bedroom house?

For a 3-bedroom house, a 20-foot or 26-foot U-Haul truck is usually recommended to
accommodate furniture, appliances, and boxes comfortably.

What is the load capacity of a 15-foot U-Haul truck?

The 15-foot U-Haul truck has a load capacity of about 6,385 pounds and offers
approximately 764 cubic feet of cargo space.

Can a U-Haul 26-foot truck accommodate a large
sectional sofa?

Yes, the 26-foot U-Haul truck is spacious enough to accommodate large furniture items
like a sectional sofa along with other household goods.

Is it better to rent a larger U-Haul truck than needed or
a smaller one?

It's generally better to rent a slightly larger U-Haul truck than needed to ensure you have
enough space and avoid multiple trips, but avoid renting an excessively large truck to save
on costs.

Are U-Haul truck sizes standardized across all
locations?

Yes, U-Haul truck sizes are standardized across locations, making it easy to select the
same size truck regardless of where you rent it.



How can I estimate the U-Haul truck size needed for my
move?

You can estimate the U-Haul truck size by inventorying your belongings, consulting U-
Haul’s online size guide, or speaking with a U-Haul representative for personalized
recommendations.

Additional Resources

1. The Ultimate U-Haul Truck Size Guide: Choosing the Perfect Moving Vehicle

This comprehensive guide breaks down the various U-Haul truck sizes, detailing their
dimensions, weight capacities, and ideal uses. Whether you're moving a studio apartment
or a large family home, this book helps you select the right truck to fit your needs. It also
includes tips on loading and maximizing space efficiency.

2. Moving Made Easy: A Practical Guide to U-Haul Truck Sizes and Rentals

Designed for first-time movers, this book explains the U-Haul truck rental process and
provides an easy-to-understand size comparison chart. It offers advice on budgeting,
scheduling, and avoiding common rental pitfalls. The author also shares real-life moving
stories to help readers prepare effectively.

3. Mastering Your Move: U-Haul Truck Dimensions and Packing Strategies

Beyond just truck sizes, this book emphasizes efficient packing strategies tailored to each
U-Haul truck model. Readers learn how to assess their belongings and pack smartly to
avoid multiple trips. The detailed truck size guide is paired with practical loading
diagrams for optimal space use.

4. U-Haul Truck Size Guide for Small Moves: Tips and Tricks

Focused on small-scale moves, this book helps readers understand which compact U-Haul
trucks are best suited for apartments, dorms, or single rooms. It includes helpful tips for
maneuvering smaller trucks in tight urban environments. Additionally, it offers packing
checklists and time-saving suggestions.

5. The Complete Handbook to U-Haul Truck Sizes and Moving Costs

This handbook provides an in-depth look at the correlation between U-Haul truck sizes
and the associated rental costs. It breaks down pricing structures, mileage fees, and
insurance options. Readers can plan their move financially while selecting the most cost-
effective truck size.

6. Efficient Moving with U-Haul: Truck Size Selection and Load Optimization

This book targets readers interested in maximizing efficiency during their move. It details
how to pick the right U-Haul truck size based on inventory and offers expert advice on
load balancing and securing items. The goal is to reduce stress and prevent damage
during transit.

7. U-Haul Truck Size Guide for Business and Commercial Moves

Tailored for small business owners and commercial clients, this guide covers U-Haul
trucks suitable for office relocations, equipment transport, and inventory moves. It
discusses size options in relation to business needs and provides tips on scheduling and



permits. The book also addresses liability and insurance considerations.

8. Comparing U-Haul Trucks: A Visual Size Guide for Every Move

Featuring detailed illustrations and dimension charts, this visual guide helps readers
quickly compare U-Haul truck sizes. It is perfect for visual learners who want to
understand truck capacity at a glance. The book also includes side-by-side comparisons of
features and rental terms.

9. The Smart Mover’s Guide to U-Haul Truck Sizes and Rental Policies

This guidebook combines size selection advice with an overview of U-Haul’s rental
policies, including reservation procedures, cancellation terms, and insurance options. It
aims to prepare movers for a smooth rental experience by clarifying the fine print.
Readers gain confidence in managing their move efficiently from start to finish.
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