
ucla sociology major requirements

ucla sociology major requirements are designed to provide students with a
comprehensive understanding of social behavior, institutions, and structures. This
program at the University of California, Los Angeles, offers a balanced curriculum that
combines theoretical frameworks with empirical research methods. Students pursuing a
sociology major at UCLA are expected to fulfill a variety of core courses, elective options,
and research opportunities, ensuring a well-rounded educational experience. The
requirements also emphasize critical thinking, data analysis, and sociological theory,
preparing graduates for diverse career paths or advanced study. This article outlines the
key components of the UCLA sociology major requirements, including core curriculum,
elective courses, research involvement, and academic policies. The detailed overview will
assist prospective and current students in navigating the academic pathway effectively.
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Overview of the UCLA Sociology Major
The UCLA sociology major requirements provide a structured yet flexible framework for
students interested in the systematic study of social life. Sociology at UCLA is housed
within a distinguished department known for its emphasis on empirical research and
theoretical analysis. The major prepares students to explore social phenomena ranging
from individual interactions to large-scale social processes. Students gain skills in
qualitative and quantitative research methods, critical analysis, and social theory
application. The curriculum reflects contemporary sociological issues and methodologies,
ensuring relevance and rigor. Understanding the overall structure of the major is essential
for successful planning and completion.

Core Curriculum Requirements
The core curriculum is the foundation of the UCLA sociology major requirements, covering
essential sociological theories, concepts, and research techniques. These courses
introduce students to the discipline’s fundamental principles and develop their analytical



capabilities.

Introduction to Sociology
All sociology majors must complete an introductory course that presents the basic
concepts, history, and scope of sociology. This course sets the stage for more advanced
studies in the major by familiarizing students with key sociological perspectives and
terminology.

Research Methods and Statistics
A critical component of the UCLA sociology major requirements is the emphasis on
research methodology. Students are required to take courses in both qualitative and
quantitative research methods, including statistics. These courses teach students how to
design studies, collect and analyze data, and interpret findings within a sociological
context.

Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory
Understanding sociological theory is vital for interpreting social phenomena. The core
curriculum includes courses on classical theorists such as Marx, Weber, and Durkheim, as
well as contemporary theoretical developments. These courses help students develop a
robust theoretical framework for analyzing social issues.

Core Course List

Introduction to Sociology

Social Research Methods

Statistics for Social Sciences

Classical Sociological Theory

Contemporary Sociological Theory

Elective Courses and Specializations
Beyond the core requirements, UCLA sociology majors can choose from a diverse array of
elective courses that allow for specialization in various subfields. These electives enable
students to tailor their education according to their interests and career goals.



Subfield Options
Students can explore electives in areas such as urban sociology, sociology of race and
ethnicity, gender studies, social movements, criminology, and family sociology. Each
subfield offers unique perspectives and research opportunities.

Interdisciplinary Electives
UCLA encourages sociology majors to take interdisciplinary courses that complement
their sociological training. These may include classes in political science, psychology,
anthropology, public policy, and economics, broadening students’ analytical skills and
perspectives.

Elective Coursework Requirements
The major requires students to complete a set number of elective courses, typically
ranging from four to six, depending on departmental guidelines. These electives must be
approved by the sociology department to ensure relevance and rigor.

Research Opportunities and Senior Thesis
Research is a cornerstone of the UCLA sociology major requirements, providing students
with practical experience in sociological inquiry. The department offers multiple avenues
for engaging in research projects and scholarly writing.

Undergraduate Research Assistantships
Students have the opportunity to work as research assistants on faculty-led projects. This
involvement allows hands-on experience with data collection, analysis, and academic
publication processes.

Senior Thesis or Capstone Project
Many students opt to complete a senior thesis, an original research project that
demonstrates mastery of sociological methods and theory. This project requires close
collaboration with a faculty advisor and culminates in a substantial written report.

Research Seminar Courses
The department offers seminars focused on research design and advanced topics, which
prepare students for conducting independent research and graduate-level study.



Academic Policies and Advising
Understanding academic policies is essential for meeting the UCLA sociology major
requirements efficiently. The sociology department provides resources and advising
services to assist students throughout their academic journey.

Grade and GPA Requirements
Students must maintain a minimum GPA in sociology courses to remain in good standing.
Specific grade thresholds are set for core and elective classes to ensure academic
excellence.

Advising and Academic Support
The department offers regular advising sessions where students can plan their
coursework, discuss career goals, and receive guidance on research opportunities.
Advisors also help students navigate graduation requirements and university policies.

Change of Major and Petition Processes
Procedures for declaring or changing a sociology major are clearly outlined. Students may
need to meet prerequisite requirements and submit petitions for exceptions or special
considerations.

Career Prospects and Graduate Study Preparation
The UCLA sociology major requirements equip students with analytical and research skills
that are highly valued in various professional fields. Graduates often pursue careers in
social research, public policy, education, healthcare, and nonprofit sectors.

Skills Developed
The program emphasizes critical thinking, data analysis, communication, and problem-
solving skills. These competencies are applicable in government agencies, private
corporations, and academic settings.

Graduate School Readiness
For students interested in advanced degrees, the curriculum and research experiences
offered by UCLA's sociology department provide a solid foundation for graduate study in
sociology, social work, law, and related disciplines.



Career Services and Networking
The university and department collaborate to offer career workshops, internship
placements, and networking events to connect sociology majors with potential employers
and professional organizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the general education requirements for a
UCLA sociology major?
UCLA sociology majors must complete the UCLA General Education (GE) requirements,
which include courses in areas such as writing, quantitative reasoning, foreign language,
and breadth requirements across arts, humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences.

How many upper-division sociology courses are required
for the UCLA sociology major?
UCLA sociology majors are required to complete at least 8 upper-division sociology
courses as part of their major requirements.

Is there a required introductory course for the sociology
major at UCLA?
Yes, students must complete an introductory course in sociology, typically Sociology 1
(Introduction to Sociology) or an equivalent course.

Are there any statistics or research methods courses
required for UCLA sociology majors?
Yes, UCLA sociology majors must take at least one research methods course and one
statistics course to fulfill the methodological training component of the major.

Can UCLA sociology majors count courses from other
departments toward their major requirements?
Yes, some interdisciplinary courses from related departments such as anthropology,
political science, or gender studies may be counted toward the major with approval, but
the majority of courses must be sociology courses.

Is a senior thesis or capstone project required for the
sociology major at UCLA?
While not mandatory for all students, UCLA offers an honors program in sociology which



requires a senior thesis. Regular majors are not required to complete a thesis but must
complete upper-division coursework.

How many total courses are required to complete the
sociology major at UCLA?
Typically, UCLA sociology majors must complete around 12 courses, including lower-
division prerequisites and upper-division requirements.

Are there any GPA requirements to declare or remain in
the sociology major at UCLA?
UCLA generally requires students to maintain a minimum GPA, often around 2.0 to 2.5,
both overall and in major courses, to declare and remain in the sociology major, though
specific requirements can vary by year.

Where can I find the official UCLA sociology major
requirements?
The official UCLA sociology major requirements can be found on the UCLA Sociology
Department website and the UCLA General Catalog, which provide the most up-to-date
curriculum and policy information.

Additional Resources
1. Social Problems by William Kornblum
This foundational textbook explores various social issues such as poverty, crime, and
inequality, providing insight into their causes and societal impacts. It emphasizes
sociological theories and research methods used to analyze these problems. The book is
essential for understanding contemporary social challenges through a sociological lens.

2. Introduction to Sociology by Anthony Giddens
Giddens offers a comprehensive overview of key sociological concepts, theories, and
methods. The book covers topics like culture, socialization, social institutions, and social
change. Its clear explanations make it a popular choice for students beginning their study
in sociology.

3. Gendered Lives: Communication, Gender, and Culture by Julia T. Wood
This book examines how gender influences communication and cultural practices. It
blends sociological theory with real-world examples to explore the construction of gender
identities and roles. The text is valuable for understanding the intersection of gender and
society.

4. Race, Class, and Gender in the United States edited by Paula S. Rothenberg
A critical anthology that addresses the interconnectedness of race, class, and gender in
shaping social experiences and inequalities. The collection includes essays from various
sociological perspectives, making it vital for courses on social stratification and inequality.



5. Methods of Social Research by Kenneth D. Bailey
This book provides a thorough introduction to qualitative and quantitative research
methods in sociology. It covers research design, data collection, and analysis techniques
essential for conducting sociological studies. The text is a key resource for students
learning how to carry out empirical research.

6. Social Theory: Roots and Branches by Peter Kivisto
Kivisto presents a clear and accessible guide to classical and contemporary sociological
theories. The book helps students understand the development of sociological thought and
its application to modern social issues. It is instrumental for those studying theoretical
frameworks in sociology.

7. Urban Sociology: Images and Structure by William G. Flanagan
This text explores the social dynamics of urban environments, including topics like
urbanization, segregation, and community organization. It integrates empirical research
with sociological theory to analyze urban life. The book is ideal for students interested in
the sociology of cities and urban development.

8. Deviance and Social Control by Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, and Randy R.
Gainey
The authors examine the sociological perspectives on deviance, crime, and social control
mechanisms. The book discusses how societies define and respond to deviant behavior,
incorporating case studies and research findings. It is a key text for courses on
criminology and deviance.

9. Culture and Society: An Introduction to Cultural Sociology by David Inglis and John
Hughson
This book introduces the relationship between culture and social life, exploring cultural
norms, values, and symbols. It discusses how culture shapes identities and social
interactions across different societies. The text is useful for students focusing on cultural
sociology and social anthropology.
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