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un security council resolution 242 is a landmark resolution adopted
unanimously by the United Nations Security Council on November 22, 1967. It
was formulated in the aftermath of the Six-Day War, a significant conflict in
the Middle East, and has since become a cornerstone in international efforts
to achieve peace and stability in the region. The resolution addresses key
issues such as the withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories
occupied during the conflict and the recognition of every state in the area’s
right to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries. Due to its
broad and somewhat ambiguous language, resolution 242 has been subject to
various interpretations by conflicting parties and international actors. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of UN Security Council Resolution
242, including its historical context, main provisions, interpretations, and
its role in ongoing Middle East peace processes. Below is a detailed table of
contents outlining the main sections covered in this article.
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Historical Background of UN Security Council
Resolution 242

The adoption of un security council resolution 242 came at a critical
juncture in Middle Eastern history. The Six-Day War, fought in June 1967
between Israel and the neighboring states of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria,
resulted in a swift and decisive victory for Israel, which captured
significant territories including the Sinai Peninsula, West Bank, East
Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights. The international community,
particularly the United Nations, sought to address the aftermath of this
conflict to prevent further hostilities and promote a durable peace.

Resolution 242 was drafted primarily by the United Kingdom and the United
States and was intended to provide a framework for peace negotiations. It
aimed to balance the competing demands of territorial integrity and security
concerns for all parties involved. The resolution was adopted unanimously by
the Security Council, reflecting a consensus on the urgent need for a
peaceful settlement in the region.

Context of the Six-Day War

The Six-Day War dramatically altered the geopolitical landscape of the Middle
East. The conflict was triggered by escalating tensions, military
mobilizations, and blockades, most notably the closure of the Straits of
Tiran by Egypt which Israel considered an act of aggression. The war resulted



in Israel’s occupation of territories that had previously been controlled by
Egypt, Jordan, and Syria.

The aftermath raised complex legal and diplomatic questions about
sovereignty, territorial rights, and security guarantees. The international
community faced the challenge of crafting a resolution that would address
these issues while encouraging peaceful coexistence.

Role of the United Nations

The United Nations played a pivotal role in mediating the conflict aftermath.
The Security Council, as the primary body responsible for maintaining
international peace and security, took the initiative to propose a resolution
aimed at ending hostilities and laying the groundwork for negotiations.
Resolution 242 was the first major international legal document to address
the status of territories captured in the war and the principles for peace.

Key Provisions and Language of Resolution 242

un security council resolution 242 contains several critical provisions that
have shaped international diplomacy regarding the Arab-Israeli conflict. The
resolution’s wording is precise yet deliberately ambiguous in some areas,
which has contributed to divergent interpretations.

Main Clauses of Resolution 242

The resolution consists of two primary principles that form its basis:

Withdrawal of Israeli Forces: The resolution calls for "the withdrawal1.
of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied in the recent
conflict."

Termination of Hostilities and Recognition: It emphasizes the2.
"termination of all claims or states of belligerency" and respect for
"the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of
every state in the area and their right to live in peace within secure
and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of force."

Additionally, the resolution encourages "a just settlement of the refugee
problem" and guarantees freedom of navigation through international waterways
in the region.

Ambiguity in Language

One of the most debated aspects of resolution 242 is the absence of the
definite article "the" before the word "territories" in the withdrawal
clause. This omission has led to contrasting interpretations about whether
Israel is required to withdraw from all the occupied territories or only some
of them. The resolution’s call for secure and recognized boundaries also
lacks precise delimitation, leaving room for diplomatic negotiation and
differing viewpoints.



Interpretations and Controversies

The language of un security council resolution 242 has been interpreted in
varied ways by the parties involved in the conflict and by international
actors, resulting in ongoing debates and diplomatic challenges.

Israeli Interpretation

Israel has traditionally interpreted the resolution as requiring withdrawal
from some, but not necessarily all, of the territories occupied during the
Six-Day War. Israel emphasizes the importance of secure and defensible
borders and often cites the resolution’s balance between withdrawal and
recognition of every state’s right to live in peace. This interpretation
supports Israel’s security concerns and justifies retention of certain areas
for strategic purposes.

Arab States’ Interpretation

Most Arab states and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) have
interpreted resolution 242 as demanding full Israeli withdrawal from all
occupied territories, including East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. They
regard the resolution as a basis for restoring their sovereignty and
territorial integrity, as well as addressing the plight of Palestinian
refugees.

International Perspectives

The international community, including the United Nations itself, generally
views resolution 242 as a framework encouraging negotiations based on land-
for-peace principles. Various peace initiatives, including the Camp David
Accords and the Oslo Process, have invoked the resolution to support
diplomatic efforts. However, disagreements over the resolution’s
interpretation continue to hinder definitive solutions.

Impact on Middle East Peace Efforts

un security council resolution 242 has had a profound and lasting influence
on the peace process in the Middle East. It established foundational
principles upon which subsequent negotiations and agreements have been built.

Role in Diplomatic Negotiations

The resolution’s emphasis on withdrawal and mutual recognition has been
central to various peace talks. It provided the legal and moral basis for
agreements such as:

The Camp David Accords (1978) between Egypt and Israel, leading to the
return of the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt.

The Madrid Conference (1991) and Oslo Accords (1993), which aimed to
foster direct negotiations between Israel and Palestinians.



Subsequent peace treaties and negotiations involving Jordan, Syria, and
other regional actors.

Challenges in Implementation

Despite its pivotal role, full implementation of resolution 242 has faced
significant obstacles. The lack of consensus on territorial withdrawal, the
status of Jerusalem, security arrangements, and the refugee issue have
perpetuated conflict and stalled comprehensive peace agreements. The
resolution continues to be referenced in United Nations resolutions and
international diplomatic discourse as a guiding framework.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

The enduring significance of un security council resolution 242 lies in its
status as the foundational text shaping the international approach to the
Arab-Israeli conflict. Decades after its adoption, the resolution remains a
vital reference point in efforts to achieve peace, security, and stability in
the Middle East.

Influence on International Law and Diplomacy

Resolution 242 has contributed to the development of principles in
international law regarding occupation, sovereignty, and conflict resolution.
Its land-for-peace formula has become a diplomatic standard, influencing
peace processes beyond the Middle East. The resolution’s balanced approach
continues to guide negotiations and international expectations.

Current Relevance

In contemporary diplomacy, resolution 242 is frequently cited in discussions
about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, border disputes, and regional
security. While political realities have evolved, the resolution’s core
principles remain central to any prospective peace agreement. It underscores
the ongoing need for negotiations based on mutual recognition, secure
borders, and peaceful coexistence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is UN Security Council Resolution 242?

UN Security Council Resolution 242, adopted on November 22, 1967, calls for
the withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied in the Six-
Day War and the recognition of every state in the area's right to live in
peace within secure and recognized boundaries.



Why was Resolution 242 significant in the Middle East
conflict?

Resolution 242 was significant because it laid the groundwork for peace
negotiations between Israel and its Arab neighbors by emphasizing land
withdrawal and mutual recognition, making it a cornerstone for future peace
efforts.

What are the main principles outlined in Resolution
242?

The main principles include the withdrawal of Israeli forces from occupied
territories, the termination of all claims or states of belligerency, and the
acknowledgment of the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political
independence of every state in the region.

How has Resolution 242 influenced Israeli-Palestinian
peace talks?

Resolution 242 has influenced peace talks by serving as a reference point for
negotiations, particularly regarding territorial compromises and the
recognition of Israel's right to exist alongside a Palestinian state.

What controversies surround the language of
Resolution 242?

A key controversy is the ambiguity in the phrase 'withdrawal of Israeli armed
forces from territories occupied,' as the English version does not specify
'all' territories, leading to differing interpretations about the extent of
withdrawal required.

Has Resolution 242 been fully implemented?

No, Resolution 242 has not been fully implemented. While it has guided peace
efforts, disputes over borders, security, and recognition have prevented
complete compliance.

Which countries supported the adoption of Resolution
242?

Resolution 242 was adopted unanimously by the Security Council members,
including the United States, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, France,
and China, reflecting broad international support.

What role does Resolution 242 play in current UN
peacekeeping missions?

Resolution 242 underpins many UN peacekeeping efforts in the Middle East by
providing a legal and diplomatic framework aimed at maintaining ceasefires
and facilitating negotiations for a comprehensive peace settlement.



Additional Resources
1. "The Road to Resolution 242: The Suez Crisis and Its Aftermath"
This book provides a detailed historical account of the events leading up to
the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 242 following the 1967 Six-Day
War. It explores the political dynamics between Israel, its Arab neighbors,
and the international community. The author analyzes the resolution’s
language and its implications for peace efforts in the Middle East.

2. "UN Security Council Resolution 242: Origins and Impact"
Focusing on the drafting and negotiation process, this book examines the
diplomatic efforts behind Resolution 242. It delves into the differing
interpretations of the resolution by various parties and how these have
shaped subsequent peace negotiations. The book also assesses the resolution’s
long-term impact on regional and international diplomacy.

3. "Peace and Conflict in the Middle East: The Legacy of Resolution 242"
This volume discusses the role of Resolution 242 in the broader context of
Middle East peace initiatives. It covers the challenges of implementing the
resolution’s principles, including withdrawal from territories and
recognition of sovereignty. The author highlights the ongoing relevance of
242 in contemporary peace talks.

4. "The Legal Dimensions of UN Security Council Resolution 242"
A comprehensive legal analysis of Resolution 242, this book assesses its
language concerning territorial withdrawal and the inadmissibility of
acquiring land by war. It explores international law principles and how they
apply to the Israeli-Arab conflict. The book is essential for understanding
the legal debates surrounding the resolution.

5. "Diplomacy and Dialogue: The Making of UN Security Council Resolution 242"
This book offers an insider’s perspective on the diplomatic negotiations that
produced Resolution 242. It draws on declassified documents and interviews
with key diplomats involved in the process. The narrative reveals the complex
interplay of Cold War politics and regional interests shaping the resolution.

6. "UN Security Council Resolution 242 and the Quest for Middle East Peace"
Examining the resolution’s role as a foundation for peace agreements such as
the Camp David Accords, this book traces the evolution of peace efforts
inspired by 242. It discusses the successes and failures of attempts to
implement the resolution’s principles over decades. The author provides
critical insights into why peace has remained elusive.

7. "Resolution 242: Interpretations and Misinterpretations"
This book investigates the various ways Resolution 242 has been interpreted
by Israel, Arab states, and international actors. It explores the ambiguities
in the text and how these have led to conflicting claims and diplomatic
stalemates. The analysis underscores the importance of language in
international resolutions.

8. "The Middle East Conflict and UN Security Council Resolution 242: A
Political History"
A political history that situates Resolution 242 within the broader context
of the Arab-Israeli conflict, this work covers the key events from 1948
through the 1970s. It highlights how the resolution attempted to balance
competing interests and the challenges that ensued. The book offers a nuanced
understanding of the resolution’s political significance.

9. "Negotiating Peace: The Role of UN Security Council Resolution 242 in



Israeli-Arab Relations"
This book focuses on the negotiation processes influenced by Resolution 242,
analyzing how it has shaped Israeli-Arab diplomacy over the years. It
discusses peace talks, ceasefires, and treaties that reference the resolution
as a legal and political framework. The author emphasizes the resolution’s
continuing influence on conflict resolution efforts.
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