
unit 2 ap us history
unit 2 ap us history covers a critical and transformative period in early American history, focusing
primarily on the colonial era through the American Revolution and the establishment of the new
republic. This unit explores the political, social, economic, and ideological developments that shaped
the thirteen colonies and their eventual break from British rule. Key themes include colonial society
and culture, the causes and consequences of the French and Indian War, escalating tensions with
Britain, and the revolutionary movements that led to independence. Understanding unit 2 ap us
history is vital for grasping the origins of American identity, governance, and the foundational
principles that influenced the Constitution. This article will examine the main events and ideas of
this era, providing a comprehensive overview suitable for AP US History students seeking to deepen
their knowledge. The following sections will guide readers through the essential topics and
subtopics that define this pivotal unit.

Colonial Society and Economy

The French and Indian War

Tensions and Conflicts with Britain

The American Revolution

Formation of the New Government

Colonial Society and Economy
Colonial America during the period covered by unit 2 ap us history was characterized by diverse
societies and economies that varied significantly across regions. The colonies were broadly divided
into New England, the Middle Colonies, and the Southern Colonies, each developing distinct social
structures and economic systems. These differences influenced political attitudes and responses to
British policies.

Social Structure and Demographics
The social hierarchy in the colonies was shaped by factors such as wealth, race, and occupation. In
New England, communities were often tight-knit with a focus on religious conformity, while the
Southern Colonies relied heavily on plantation agriculture and enslaved labor. The Middle Colonies
were more diverse ethnically and religiously, fostering a more pluralistic society. Population growth,
immigration, and the institution of slavery played critical roles in shaping colonial demographics.

Economic Foundations and Trade
The colonial economy was rooted in agriculture, trade, and emerging industries. New England's



economy was based on small-scale farming, fishing, shipbuilding, and commerce. The Middle
Colonies specialized in grain production and had burgeoning urban centers. The Southern Colonies
focused on cash crops such as tobacco, rice, and indigo, supported by enslaved labor. Trade
networks connected the colonies with Britain, the Caribbean, and Africa, forming the Atlantic
economy that was vital to colonial prosperity.

List: Key Characteristics of Colonial Economies

New England: Small farms, shipbuilding, fishing, trade

Middle Colonies: Grain farming, religious diversity, urban growth

Southern Colonies: Plantation agriculture, cash crops, slavery

Triangular Trade: Exchange of goods, enslaved people, and raw materials

The French and Indian War
The French and Indian War (1754–1763) was a pivotal conflict between Britain and France, with
Native American alliances playing a significant role. This war was part of the larger Seven Years'
War and had profound consequences for the future of the American colonies. Unit 2 ap us history
explores how this war altered colonial-British relations and set the stage for revolutionary
developments.

Causes and Course of the War
The struggle for control over the Ohio River Valley and other frontier regions triggered the conflict.
British colonial expansion threatened French interests and their Native American allies. Early
battles featured colonial militias and British regulars fighting French forces and their Native allies.
The war expanded globally, but its North American theater was decisive for the colonies' fate.

Outcomes and Consequences
Britain's victory resulted in the Treaty of Paris (1763), which granted Britain vast territorial gains in
North America. However, the war left Britain with a massive debt, leading to new taxation policies
on the colonies. The removal of the French threat also reduced colonial dependence on British
military protection, emboldening calls for greater autonomy. Native American tribes faced
displacement and loss of power due to British expansionist policies.

List: Major Effects of the French and Indian War



British territorial expansion in North America

Increased British debt and taxation of colonies

Colonial dissatisfaction with British policies

Weakening of Native American influence in the region

Tensions and Conflicts with Britain
Following the French and Indian War, unit 2 ap us history highlights escalating tensions between
the American colonies and the British government. British attempts to exert greater control and
raise revenue through new laws and taxes sparked widespread colonial resistance, laying the
groundwork for the revolutionary movement.

British Taxation and Colonial Response
The British government enacted a series of taxes and regulations, including the Sugar Act, Stamp
Act, and Townshend Acts, aimed at recovering war debts and asserting parliamentary authority.
Colonists protested these measures through petitions, boycotts, and sometimes violence, coining the
phrase "no taxation without representation."

Protests and Political Organizations
Colonial opposition took organized forms such as the Sons of Liberty and Committees of
Correspondence. The Boston Tea Party (1773) exemplified direct action against British policies.
These activities united disparate colonies in resistance and fostered a growing sense of American
identity and purpose.

List: Key Acts and Colonial Reactions

Sugar Act (1764) – Tax on sugar and molasses; colonial merchants protested

Stamp Act (1765) – Tax on printed materials; widespread colonial outrage and repeal

Townshend Acts (1767) – Duties on imports; led to boycotts and increased tensions

Boston Tea Party (1773) – Protest against tea tax; escalated conflict

Intolerable Acts (1774) – Punitive laws; united colonies against Britain



The American Revolution
Unit 2 ap us history examines the causes, major events, and consequences of the American
Revolution, a defining moment in the creation of the United States. Revolution was sparked by
political, economic, and ideological grievances, culminating in the colonies' declaration of
independence and a protracted conflict with Britain.

Causes of the Revolution
The Revolution was fueled by colonial resistance to British taxation and governance, Enlightenment
ideas about liberty and rights, and a desire for self-determination. Key documents like the
Declaration of Independence articulated the colonies' justification for rebellion and their vision for a
new nation.

Major Battles and Turning Points
Significant battles such as Lexington and Concord, Saratoga, and Yorktown shaped the course of the
Revolution. The involvement of foreign allies, particularly France, was crucial in securing American
victory. The war tested colonial unity and military resolve over several years.

List: Important Revolutionary Events

First Continental Congress (1774) – Coordinated colonial resistance

Declaration of Independence (1776) – Formal assertion of sovereignty

Battle of Saratoga (1777) – Turning point; secured French alliance

Siege of Yorktown (1781) – Decisive victory leading to British surrender

Treaty of Paris (1783) – Officially ended the war and recognized American independence

Formation of the New Government
After achieving independence, unit 2 ap us history focuses on the challenges of creating a stable
government. The Articles of Confederation initially governed the new nation but revealed significant
weaknesses that prompted the drafting of the Constitution.

Articles of Confederation
The Articles established a loose confederation of states with a weak central government. Issues such
as lack of federal taxing power, difficulties in regulating commerce, and interstate disputes



highlighted the need for reform. This period tested the new nation's ability to govern effectively.

Constitutional Convention and Ratification
The Constitutional Convention of 1787 produced a new framework for government balancing federal
and state powers. The Constitution created a stronger national government with separation of
powers and checks and balances. The Federalist and Anti-Federalist debates shaped the ratification
process and led to the Bill of Rights.

List: Key Features of the New Constitution

Separation of powers among executive, legislative, and judicial branches

Checks and balances to prevent abuse of power

Federalism dividing power between national and state governments

Bill of Rights protecting individual liberties

Provision for amendments to adapt to future needs

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in Unit 2 of AP US History?
Unit 2 of AP US History primarily covers the period from 1607 to 1754, focusing on the development
of English colonies in North America, interactions with Native Americans, the Atlantic economy,
colonial society, and the beginnings of self-government.

How did the English colonies differ in their development
during Unit 2?
The English colonies developed differently based on geographic, economic, and social factors. New
England colonies focused on religious communities and town-based settlements; the Middle Colonies
were more diverse and had mixed economies; the Southern Colonies developed plantation
economies reliant on cash crops and enslaved labor.

What role did Native Americans play in the English colonial
period covered in Unit 2?
Native Americans played a crucial role through alliances, trade, and conflict with English settlers.
Their interactions influenced colonial policies and expansion, as well as cultural exchanges and



territorial disputes.

How did the Atlantic economy impact the English colonies
during Unit 2?
The Atlantic economy connected the English colonies to Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean through
trade networks, including the exchange of goods, enslaved people, and raw materials. This trade
shaped economic development and social structures within the colonies.

What forms of self-government emerged in the English
colonies during Unit 2?
Forms of self-government such as the House of Burgesses in Virginia, town meetings in New
England, and colonial assemblies developed, allowing colonists to have a degree of political
autonomy and participate in decision-making processes.

How did religion influence the development of the English
colonies in Unit 2?
Religion was a central factor, especially in New England, where Puritanism shaped social norms and
governance. Other colonies had more religious diversity and varying degrees of tolerance, affecting
settlement patterns and community life.

What was the significance of the Mayflower Compact in Unit
2?
The Mayflower Compact was significant as an early form of social contract and self-government
among the Pilgrims, establishing a foundation for democratic governance in the New England
colonies.

How did labor systems evolve in the English colonies during
Unit 2?
Labor systems evolved from indentured servitude to a greater reliance on African slavery, especially
in the Southern colonies, driven by the demand for labor on plantations producing cash crops like
tobacco and rice.

What were the causes and consequences of conflicts between
English colonists and Native Americans in Unit 2?
Conflicts arose from competition over land, resources, and differing cultural views. Consequences
included violent clashes such as King Philip's War, disruptions to colonial expansion, and shifts in
power dynamics between Native Americans and colonists.



Additional Resources
1. “The American Pageant” by David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen
This comprehensive textbook is widely used in AP US History courses and offers in-depth coverage
of Unit 2 topics such as colonial America, early settlements, and the development of colonial society.
It provides detailed explanations of political, social, and economic factors that shaped the colonies.
The book’s engaging narrative and primary sources help students understand the complexities of
early American history.

2. “Colonial America: A History, 1607-1776” by Thomas A. Bailey and David M. Kennedy
Focusing specifically on the colonial period, this book explores the establishment of European
colonies, interactions with Native Americans, and the evolution of colonial governments. It offers
insights into the cultural, economic, and religious life of the early settlers. The text is well-regarded
for its clear analysis of the causes leading up to the American Revolution.

3. “The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789” by Robert Middlekauff
This book covers the period immediately following the colonial era, providing context for the
revolutionary sentiments brewing during Unit 2. It details the events leading to the American
Revolution, key battles, and the political ideas that fueled independence. Middlekauff’s narrative
helps students grasp the transformation from colonies to a new nation.

4. “American Colonies: The Settling of North America” by Alan Taylor
Alan Taylor offers a fresh perspective on early American history by examining the diverse peoples
and cultures that shaped the colonies. The book emphasizes interactions among Europeans, Native
Americans, and Africans, highlighting the complexity of colonial life. It’s an excellent resource for
understanding the broader context of Unit 2’s themes.

5. “A People’s History of the American Revolution” by Ray Raphael
This book provides a grassroots perspective on the revolutionary period, focusing on the experiences
of ordinary colonists rather than just political leaders. It covers the socio-economic conditions of the
time and how they contributed to revolutionary fervor. The text is particularly useful for students
interested in the social history of early America.

6. “Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation” by Joseph J. Ellis
Ellis explores the relationships and conflicts among the Founding Fathers during the revolutionary
era, shedding light on the political dynamics of the period. The book covers key events and debates
that shaped the new nation’s foundation. It offers a nuanced look at the personalities behind the
American Revolution.

7. “The Radicalism of the American Revolution” by Gordon S. Wood
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book argues that the American Revolution was not just a political
upheaval but a profound social transformation. Wood examines how revolutionary ideals reshaped
American society, including ideas about equality and governance. It’s an essential read for
understanding the deeper implications of the revolution discussed in Unit 2.

8. “The Puritan Dilemma: The Story of John Winthrop” by Edmund S. Morgan
Focusing on one of the early colonial leaders, this book provides insight into Puritan society and its
values. It helps explain the religious motivations and challenges faced in establishing the
Massachusetts Bay Colony. Morgan’s work is valuable for understanding the ideological foundations
of early New England colonies.



9. “Triumph of Liberty: A History of the American Revolution” by Peter R. Henriques
Henriques presents a balanced overview of the American Revolution, combining political, military,
and social perspectives. The book covers the causes of the revolution, major campaigns, and the
aftermath of independence. It’s well-suited for AP US History students seeking a concise yet
thorough understanding of this critical period.
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