UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAMS ARE DESIGNED TO EQUIP STUDENTS WITH THE SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO THRIVE IN ONE OF THE MOST REW ARDING HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS. OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
(OT) IS A CLIENT-CENTERED HEALTH PROFESSION THAT FOCUSES ON ENABLING INDIVIDUALS TO PARTICIPATE IN MEANINGFUL
ACTIVITIES OR OCCUPATIONS, DESPITE THE CHALLENGES THEY MAY FACE DUE TO PHYSICAL, MENTAL, OR EMOTIONAL
CONDITIONS. THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI (UC) OFFERS A ROBUST CURRICULUM, EXPERIENCED FACULTY, AND HANDS-ON
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THAT PREPARE STUDENTS FOR A SUCCESSFUL CAREER IN THIS GROWING FIELD.

OVERVIEW OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI, FOUNDED IN 181 9/ IS ONE OF THE OLDEST INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE UNITED
STATES. LOCATED IN CINCINNATI, OHIO, UC IS RECOGNIZED FOR ITS INNOVATIVE RESEARCH, COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT, AND DIVERSE ACADEMIC OFFERINGS. THE UNIVERSITY IS HOME TO A VIBRANT STUDENT BODY AND OFFERS
NUMEROUS RESOURCES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS' EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH.

OccuPATIONAL THERAPY PrROGRAMS AT UC

THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OFFERS SEVERAL PATHWAYS FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN PURSUING A CAREER IN
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY. THESE PROGRAMS ARE DESIGNED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS WITH VARYING
LEVELS OF EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE.

MASTER oF OccuPATIONAL THErAPY (MOT)

THE MASTER OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM AT UC IS DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS WHO HOLD A BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN
ANY FIELD AND WISH TO PURSUE A CAREER IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY. THIS PROGRAM TYPICALLY TAKES TWO YEARS TO
COMPLETE AND INCLUDES BOTH COURSEWORK AND CLINICAL FIELDWORK EXPERIENCES. KEY COMPONENTS OF THE MOT PROGRAM
INCLUDE:

- CuUrricULUM: THE MOT CURRICULUM FOCUSES ON EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE, ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES, THERAPEUTIC
INTERVENTIONS, AND THE PSYCHOSOCIAL ASPECTS OF REHABILITATION. STUDENTS ENGAGE IN COURSES SUCH AS NEUROSCIENCE,
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY THEORY, AND ETHICS IN HEALTHCARE.

- FIELDWORK: STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A SERIES OF FIELDWORK PLACEMENTS TO GAIN PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN
VARIOUS SETTINGS, INCLUDING HOSPITALS, REHABILITATION CENTERS, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS. THESE PLACEMENTS
ALLOW STUDENTS TO APPLY THEIR KNOWLEDGE IN REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF LICENSED
PRACTITIONERS.

- CAPSTONE PROJECT: AS PART OF THE MOT PROGRAM, STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE A CAPSTONE PROJECT THAT INVOLVES
RESEARCH OR A PRACTICE-BASED INITIATIVE AIMED AT ADDRESSING A SPECIFIC ISSUE WITHIN THE FIELD OF OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY.

DocTor oF OccupAaTIONAL THErAPY (OTD)

THe DocTor oF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM IS AN ADVANCED, POST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREE FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO
ALREADY HOLD A MASTER’S DEGREE IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY. THIS PROGRAM IS DESIGNED FOR PRACTICING OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPISTS WHO WISH TO ENHANCE THEIR CLINICAL SKILLS, LEADERSHIP ABILITIES, AND RESEARCH COMPETENCIES. KEY FEATURES
ofF THE OTD PROGRAM INCLUDE:



- ADVANCED CURRICULUM: THE OTD PROGRAM INCLUDES SPECIALIZED COURSEWORK IN AREAS SUCH AS ADVANCED CLINICAL
PRACTICE, PROGRAM EVALUATION, AND HEALTH POLICY. THE CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR LEADERSHIP
ROLES IN THE FIELD.

- ReseARCH OPPORTUNITIES: STUDENTS IN THE OTD PROGRAM ENGAGE IN RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE
EVIDENCE BASE OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE. THEY WORK CLOSELY WITH FACULTY MENTORS TO EXPLORE TOPICS OF
INTEREST AND PRESENT THEIR FINDINGS.

- INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION: THE PROGRAM EMPHASIZES COLLABORATION WITH OTHER HEAL THCARE PROFESSIONALS,

ALLOWING STUDENTS TO GAIN INSIGHTS INTO THE ROLES OF DIFFERENT TEAM MEMBERS IN THE DELIVERY OF PATIENT-CENTERED
CARE.

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS INTERESTED IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI'S OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAMS MUST MEET
CERTAIN ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS. THESE REQUIREMENTS MAY VARY DEPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC PROGRAM BUT GENERALLY
INCLUDE!:

- BACHELOR'S DeGREE: FOR THE MOT PROGRAM, APPLICANTS MUST HOLD A BACHELOR'S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED
INSTITUTION. FOR THE OTD PROGRAM, A MASTER'S DEGREE IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY IS REQUIRED.

- GPA: A MINIMUM CUMULATIVE GPA IS TYPICALLY REQUIRED, USUALLY AROUND 3.0 oN A 4.0 SCALE. SOME PROGRAMS MAY
HAVE ADDITIONAL GPA REQUIREMENTS FOR PREREQUISITE COURSES.

- PrereQuUISITE COURSES: APPLICANTS MUST COMPLETE SPECIFIC PREREQUISITE COURSES IN SUBJECTS SUCH AS BIOLOGY,
PSYCHOLOGY, AND ANATOMY.

- LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: MOST PROGRAMS REQUIRE TWO OR THREE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM INDIVIDUALS
WHO CAN SPEAK TO THE APPLICANT’'S ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS.

- PERSONAL STATEMENT: A PERSONAL STATEMENT OUTLINING THE APPLICANT'S MOTIVATION FOR PURSUING A CAREER IN
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY AND THEIR LONG-TERM CAREER GOALS IS OFTEN REQUIRED.

- INTERVIEW: SELECTED CANDIDATES MAY BE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN AN INTERVIEW AS PART OF THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATES

GRADUATES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI'S OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAMS ARE WELL-PREPARED TO ENTER A
VARIETY OF HEALTHCARE SETTINGS. THE DEMAND FOR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS CONTINUES TO GROW/, DRIVEN BY AN AGING
POPULATION AND AN INCREASED FOCUS ON REHABILITATION SERVICES. POTENTIAL CAREER PATHS FOR UC GRADUATES INCLUDE:

- HosPITALS: MANY OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS WORK IN ACUTE CARE SETTINGS, HELPING PATIENTS RECOVER FROM SURGERY,
ILLNESS, OR INJURY.

- REHABILITATION CENTERS: GRADUATES CAN WORK IN SPECIALIZED REHABILITATION FACILITIES, ASSISTING CLIENTS IN
REGAINING INDEPENDENCE AFTER TRAUMATIC INJURIES OR STROKES.

- ScHooLS: OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES OR
DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS, HELPING THEM ACHIEVE THEIR EDUCATIONAL GOALS.

- CoMMUNITY HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS: MANY OTS WORK IN COMMUNITY SETTINGS, PROVIDING SERVICES TO INDIVIDUALS AND
GROUPS TO PROMOTE HEALTH AND \WELL-BEING.

- PRIVATE PRACTICE: SOME GRADUATES CHOOSE TO OPEN THEIR OWN PRACTICES, OFFERING SPECIALIZED SERVICES TAILORED



TO INDIVIDUAL CLIENTS' NEEDS.

CoNCLUSION

THe UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAMS PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION
AND PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE THAT PREPARES THEM FOR SUCCESSFUL CAREERS IN THIS ESSENTIAL HEALTHCARE FIELD. WITH A
COMMITMENT TO INNOVATION, RESEARCH, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE, UC STANDS OUT AS A TOP CHOICE FOR ASPIRING
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS. BY PURSUING A DEGREE AT UC, STUDENTS NOT ONLY GAIN THE NECESSARY SKILLS TO EXCEL IN
THEIR CAREERS BUT ALSO BECOME PART OF A SUPPORTIVE PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO IMPROVING THE LIVES OF
OTHERS THROUGH OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI'S
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM?

THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS TYPICALLY INCLUDE A BACHELOR'S DEGREE, COMPLETION OF PREREQUISITE COURSES, GRE
SCORES, LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, A PERSONAL STATEMENT, AND RELEVANT VOLUNTEER OR WORK EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD
OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY.

\WHAT IS THE DURATION OF THE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY MASTER'S PROGRAM AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI?

THE MASTER'S PROGRAM IN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI IS DESIGNED TO BE COMPLETED IN
TWO YEARS OF FULL-TIME STUDY.

DoEes THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OFFER ANY ONLINE OR HYBRID OPTIONS FOR THE
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM?

YES/ THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OFFERS A HYBRID FORMAT THAT COMBINES ONLINE COURSEWORK WITH IN-PERSON
FIELDW ORK AND HANDS~-ON EXPERIENCES TO ACCOMMODATE DIVERSE LEARNING NEEDS.

\WHAT TYPES OF CLINICAL EXPERIENCES ARE AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS IN THE
OccupPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM AT UC?

STUDENTS IN THE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM AT UC ENGAGE IN VARIOUS CLINICAL EXPERIENCES, INCLUDING
PLACEMENTS IN HOSPITALS, REHABILITATION CENTERS, SCHOOLS, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO GAIN HANDS-ON
PRACTICE.

WHAT IS THE PASS RATE FOR THE NBCOT EXAM FOR GRADUATES OF THE UNIVERSITY
ofF CINCINNATI'S OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM?

THe PASS RATE FOR THE NBCOT EXAM FOR GRADUATES FROM THE UNIVERSITY oF CINCINNATI'S OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
PROGRAM IS TYPICALLY ABOVE THE NATIONAL AVERAGE, REFLECTING THE PROGRAM’S COMMITMENT TO QUALITY EDUCATION.

\WHAT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR GRADUATES OF THE



OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM AT UC?

GRADUATES OF THE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI CAN PURSUE VARIOUS CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES, INCLUDING POSITIONS IN HOSPITALS, SCHOOLS, OUTPATIENT CLINICS, COMMUNITY HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS,
AND PRIVATE PRACTICE.
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