UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS ARE AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR PROSPECTIVE
STUDENTS. AS ONE OF THE TOP PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES IN THE UNITED STATES, THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN ATTRACTS
THOUSANDS OF APPLICANTS EACH YEAR, AND THE SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS TO
SHOWCASE THEIR UNIQUE VOICES, EXPERIENCES, AND ASPIRATIONS. THIS ARTICLE WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE PURPOSE OF
THESE ESSAYS, THE SPECIFIC PROMPTS FOR THE CURRENT APPLICATION CYCLE, STRATEGIES FOR CRAFTING COMPELLING
RESPONSES, AND COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID.

UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF SUPPLEMENTAL ESsAYs

SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS SERVE SEVERAL IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS IN THE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PROCESS:

® PERSONALIZATION: THEY ALLOW APPLICANTS TO SHARE PERSONAL STORIES AND INSIGHTS THAT MAY NOT BE FULLY
CAPTURED IN OTHER PARTS OF THE APPLICATION, SUCH AS TRANSCRIPTS OR STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES.

e FIT: THE ESSAYS HELP THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE ASSESS WHETHER A STUDENT'S VALUES AND GOALS ALIGN WITH THE
UNIVERSITY'S MISSION AND CULTURE.

e CRITICAL THINKING: THESE ESSAYS PROVIDE A PLATFORM FOR STUDENTS TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR ABILITY TO THINK
CRITICALLY AND ARTICULATE THEIR THOUGHTS CLEARLY.

BY CAREFULLY CRAFTING THESE ESSAYS, APPLICANTS CAN ENHANCE THEIR CHANCES OF ADMISSION BY PRESENTING A WELL~-
ROUNDED, AUTHENTIC PICTURE OF THEMSEL VES.

CURRENT SUPPLEMENTAL EssAY ProMPTS

AS OF THE LATEST APPLICATION CYCLE, THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN HAS SPECIFIC PROMPTS THAT REQUIRE THOUGHTFUL
CONSIDERATION. HERE ARE THE CURRENT SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAY PROMPTS:

1. WHY MICHIGAN?

THIS ESSAY PROMPT ASKS APPLICANTS TO EXPLAIN WHY THEY WANT TO ATTEND THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN. |T TYPICALLY
HAS A WORD LIMIT oF 250 WOoRDS.

2. COMMUNITY AND IDENTITY

THE SECOND PROMPT ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO REFLECT ON THEIR IDENTITY AND HOW THEY ENGAGE WITH THEIR COMMUNITY.
THIS ESSAY USUALLY HAS A WORD LIMIT oF 250 wWORDS AS WELL.

3. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (OPTIONAL)

THIS SECTION ALLOWS APPLICANTS TO PROVIDE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT THEY BELIEVE IS PERTINENT TO THEIR
APPLICATION. |T IS OPTIONAL BUT CAN BE BENEFICIAL FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE FACED UNIQUE CHALLENGES OR



CIRCUMSTANCES.

STRATEGIES FOR CRAFTING COMPELLING RESPONSES

W/RITING STRONG SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS REQUIRES CAREFUL PLANNING AND INTROSPECTION. HERE ARE SOME STRATEGIES TO
HELP YOU CREATE IMPACTFUL ESSAYS:

1. RerLECT ON YOUR EXPERIENCES

BEFORE YOU START WRITING, TAKE TIME TO REFLECT ON YOUR LIFE EXPERIENCES, VALUES, AND ASPIRATIONS. CONSIDER THE
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS!

® \W/HAT EXPERIENCES HAVE SHAPED WHO YOU ARE TODAY?
® \W/HAT ROLE DOES COMMUNITY PLAY IN YOUR LIFE?

® WHY IS THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOU?

THESE REFLECTIONS WILL SERVE AS A FOUNDATION FOR YOUR ESSAYS.

2. BE SPECIFIC AND AUTHENTIC

IN YOUR RESPONSES, AIM TO BE SPECIFIC RATHER THAN GENERAL. INSTEAD OF SAYING, “| WANT TO ATTEND MICHIGAN BECAUSE
IT’S A GREAT SCHOOL,D DELVE INTO WHAT SPECIFICALLY ATTRACTS YOU TO THE UNIVERSITY. CONSIDER MENTIONING:

e PARTICULAR ACADEMIC PROGRAMS OR FACULTY MEMBERS.
® UNIQUE CAMPUS ORGANIZATIONS OR EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES.

e CAMPUS CULTURE AND VALUES THAT RESONATE WITH YOU.

AUTHENTICITY IS KEY. USE YOUR UNIQUE VOICE AND SHARE PERSONAL STORIES THAT HIGHLIGHT YOUR INDIVIDUALITY.

3. SHow, DoNT TELL

INSTEAD OF SIMPLY STATING YOUR QUALITIES OR BELIEFS, ILLUSTRATE THEM THROUGH ANECDOTES AND EXAMPLES. For
INSTANCE, IF YOU’RE DISCUSSING YOUR COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY SERVICE, SHARE A SPECIFIC EXPERIENCE THAT EXEMPLIFIES
YOUR DEDICATION. THIS APPROACH MAKES YOUR ESSAY MORE ENGAGING AND MEMORABLE.

4. ConNECT YoUR GOALS To MICHIGAN

IN THE “W/HY MICHIGANP” ESSAY, EMPHASIZE HOW THE UNIVERSITY ALIGNS WITH YOUR ACADEMIC AND CAREER ASPIRATIONS.
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:



e How DO SPECIFIC PROGRAMS AT MICHIGAN SUPPORT YOUR CAREER GOALS?
® \WHAT EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES WILL HELP YOU GROW PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY?

® How WILL YOU CONTRIBUTE TO THE MICHIGAN COMMUNITY?

BY MAKING THESE CONNECTIONS, YOU DEMONSTRATE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT MICHIGAN OFFERS AND HOW IT WILL
HELP YOU ACHIEVE YOUR DREAMS.

5. Seex FEeDBACK AND REVISE

ONCE YOU’VE DRAFTED YOUR ESSAYS, SEEK FEEDBACK FROM TRUSTED PEERS, TEACHERS, OR MENTORS. THEY CAN PROVIDE
VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO CLARITY, COHERENCE, AND ENGAGEMENT. BE OPEN TO CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM AND REVISE YOUR
ESSAYS ACCORDINGLY TO ENHANCE THEIR QUALITY.

ComMMoN PITFALLS TO Avoib

W/HILE CRAFTING YOUR SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS, BE MINDFUL OF COMMON MISTAKES THAT CAN DETRACT FROM YOUR OVERALL
MESSAGE:

1. GENERIC RESPONSES

AVOID WRITING ESSAYS THAT COULD APPLY TO ANY UNIVERSITY. T AILOR YOUR RESPONSES SPECIFICALLY TO THE UNIVERSITY
OF MICHIGAN TO DEMONSTRATE GENUINE INTEREST AND RESEARCH.

2. OVERLOADING WITH INFORMATION

STAY WITHIN THE WORD LIMIT AND AVOID CRAMMING TOO MUCH INFORMATION INTO YOUR ESSAYS. Focus oN QUALITY OVER
QUANTITY, AND ENSURE THAT YOUR MAIN POINTS ARE CLEARLY ARTICULATED.

3. NEGLECTING PROOFREADING

SPELLING AND GRAMMATICAL ERRORS CAN UNDERMINE THE PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR ESSAYS. ALWAYS PROOFREAD YOUR
WORK AND CONSIDER USING TOOLS LIKE GRAMMARLY OR HAVING SOMEONE ELSE REVIEW IT FOR YOU.

4. |GNORING THE OPTIONAL ESsAY

IF YOU HAVE UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES OR CHALLENGES THAT HAVE IMPACTED YOUR ACADEMIC JOURNEY, CONSIDER USING THE
OPTIONAL ESSAY TO ADDRESS THEM. THIS CAN PROVIDE CONTEXT TO YOUR APPLICATION AND HIGHLIGHT YOUR RESILIENCE.



CoNcCLUSION

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS ARE A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE APPLICATION PROCESS THAT OFFERS
STUDENTS A CHANCE TO PRESENT THEIR INDIVIDUAL STORIES AND ASPIRATIONS. BY REFLECTING ON PERSONAL EXPERIENCES,
CONNECTING GOALS TO THE UNIVERSITY’S OFFERINGS, AND AVOIDING COMMON PITFALLS, APPLICANTS CAN CRAFT COMPELLING
ESSAYS THAT ENHANCE THEIR CHANCES OF ADMISSION. REMEMBER, AUTHENTICITY AND SPECIFICITY ARE YOUR ALLIES AS YOU
NAVIGATE THIS IMPORTANT ASPECT OF YOUR COLLEGE APPLICATION JOURNEY. W/ITH THOUGHTFUL PREPARATION AND CAREFUL
WRITING, YOU CAN CREATE ESSAYS THAT RESONATE WITH THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE AND SHOWCASE THE UNIQUE
CONTRIBUTIONS YOU WOULD BRING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMUNITY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAY PROMPTS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN?

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN TYPICALLY INCLUDES SEVERAL SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAY PROMPTS THAT MAY REVOLVE AROUND
YOUR ACADEMIC INTERESTS, PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, AND WHY YOU WANT TO ATTEND THE UNIVERSITY. IT's BEST TO CHECK
THEIR OFFICIAL ADMISSIONS WEBSITE FOR THE MOST CURRENT PROMPTS.

How LONG sHouLD THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS BEP

THE SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN ARE GENERALLY AROUND 300 wWORDS EACH, BUT APPLICANTS
SHOULD CHECK THE SPECIFIC WORD LIMITS PROVIDED FOR EACH PROMPT IN THE APPLICATION GUIDELINES.

W/HAT THEMES SHOULD | FOcus oN IN MY UNIVERSITY OoF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL
ESSAYS?

THEMES SUCH AS ACADEMIC PASSION, LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT, AND PERSONAL GROWTH RESONATE
WELL IN THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS. HIGHLIGHTING YOUR UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE AND CONNECTION TO
THE UNIVERSITY'S VALUES CAN ALSO BE IMPACTFUL.

How cAN | MAKE MY UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS STAND OUT?

To MAKE YOUR ESSAYS STAND OUT, FOCUS ON AUTHENTICITY, SPECIFIC ANECDOTES, AND A CLEAR DEMONSTRATION OF YOUR
INTERESTS AND GOALS. T AILOR YOUR RESPONSES TO REFLECT HOW YOUR EXPERIENCES ALIGN WITH WHAT THE UNIVERSITY OF
MICHIGAN OFFERS.

CAN | USE THE SAME ESSAY FOR DIFFERENT PROMPTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN?

W/HILE SOME THEMES MAY OVERLAP, IT IS ADVISABLE TO TAILOR EACH ESSAY TO THE SPECIFIC PROMPT TO ENSURE THAT YOU
ADDRESS EACH QUESTION FULLY AND DEMONSTRATE YOUR UNIQUE FIT FOR THE UNIVERSITY.

\WHAT COMMON MISTAKES SHOULD | AVOID IN MY UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS?

COMMON MISTAKES INCLUDE BEING TOO VAGUE, FAILING TO ANSWER THE PROMPT DIRECTLY , EXCESSIVE GENERALIZATIONS, AND
NOT PROOFREADING FOR GRAMMATICAL ERRORS. PERSONALIZATION AND CLARITY ARE KEY TO AVOIDING THESE PITFALLS.

\W/HEN ARE THE DEADLINES FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS?

THE DEADLINES FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS TYPICALLY ALIGN WITH THE REGULAR APPLICATION
DEADLINES. FOR THE MOST ACCURATE AND UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION, CHECK THE OFFICIAL UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



ADMISSIONS WEBSITE.
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