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University of Minnesota Economics PhD programs are highly regarded for their
rigorous curriculum, distinguished faculty, and a strong emphasis on research. If you're
considering pursuing a PhD in Economics, the University of Minnesota offers an
exceptional environment for academic and professional growth. This article will delve into
the key aspects of the program, including its structure, faculty, research opportunities,
and career prospects.

Program Overview

The PhD program in Economics at the University of Minnesota is designed to prepare
students for careers in academia, research, and public policy. The program emphasizes
both theoretical and empirical methods, providing a comprehensive understanding of
economic principles and their applications.

Key Features of the Program

1. Rigorous Curriculum: The curriculum is structured to ensure that students acquire a
solid foundation in economic theory, quantitative methods, and applied economics.

2. Research Focus: Students are encouraged to engage in research from the outset,
working on projects that can lead to publications in top-tier journals.

3. Diverse Specializations: The program offers various areas of specialization, including
but not limited to:

- Microeconomics

- Macroeconomics

- Econometrics

- Labor Economics

- Public Economics

- Development Economics

4. Collaborative Environment: The University promotes a collegial atmosphere where

students, faculty, and researchers collaborate on projects, fostering a vibrant academic
community.

Admission Requirements

To gain admission to the University of Minnesota’s Economics PhD program, prospective
students must meet specific criteria. Here’s what you need to know:



Eligibility Criteria

- Academic Background: Applicants should hold a bachelor’s degree in economics or a
related field. Strong quantitative skills are essential.

- GRE Scores: Competitive GRE scores are typically required, particularly in the
quantitative section.

- Letters of Recommendation: Applicants must submit at least three letters of
recommendation from individuals who can speak to their academic abilities and potential
for research.

- Statement of Purpose: A well-crafted statement detailing the applicant's research
interests, career goals, and reasons for choosing the University of Minnesota is crucial.
- Transcripts: Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended are
required.

Curriculum Structure

The PhD program at the University of Minnesota follows a structured timeline, typically
taking five to six years to complete. Here’s a breakdown of the curriculum:

Year 1: Core Courses

During the first year, students focus on foundational courses, including:
- Microeconomic Theory
- Macroeconomic Theory

- Econometrics

These courses provide the essential tools and frameworks needed for advanced study and
research.

Year 2: Advanced Coursework and Qualifying Exams

In the second year, students take advanced courses tailored to their chosen
specializations. Additionally, they prepare for and take qualifying exams, which assess
their mastery of core concepts.

Years 3-5: Research and Dissertation

After passing the qualifying exams, students concentrate on their research. This phase
involves:

- Selecting a dissertation topic



- Conducting original research
- Presenting findings to faculty and peers

Students often collaborate with faculty members, gaining valuable mentorship and
guidance throughout the dissertation process.

Research Opportunities

One of the standout features of the University of Minnesota Economics PhD program is the
emphasis on research. Students have access to various resources and opportunities to
engage in impactful research.

Research Centers and Institutes

The university hosts several research centers that focus on various economic issues,
including:

- Institute for Social Research and Data Innovation (ISRDI): This center supports
interdisciplinary research and data analysis.

- Minnesota Population Center (MPC): MPC provides resources for demographic research,
which can be particularly valuable for students interested in labor and development
economics.

Collaborative Research Projects

Students are encouraged to participate in collaborative research projects, allowing them
to work alongside faculty and other researchers. These projects often lead to co-authored
papers and presentations at conferences, enhancing students’ academic profiles.

Career Prospects

Graduates of the University of Minnesota Economics PhD program are well-prepared for
diverse career paths. The skills and knowledge acquired during the program open doors to
various roles in academia, government, and the private sector.

Potential Career Paths

- Academia: Many graduates go on to secure faculty positions at universities and colleges,
contributing to teaching and research.

- Research Institutions: Graduates may work at think tanks and research institutions,
conducting economic analysis and policy evaluation.



- Government Agencies: Positions in federal, state, and local government agencies are
common, where economists analyze data to inform policy decisions.

- Private Sector: Many graduates find roles in consulting firms, financial institutions, and
corporations, applying their economic expertise to solve real-world problems.

Alumni Network

The University of Minnesota boasts a robust alumni network, providing current students
with valuable connections and mentorship opportunities. Alumni often engage with the
program by hosting events, offering internships, and sharing insights into their career
trajectories.

Conclusion

In summary, the University of Minnesota Economics PhD program offers a
comprehensive and rigorous education that prepares students for successful careers in
various fields. With its strong emphasis on research, collaboration, and a supportive
academic environment, the program stands out as an excellent choice for aspiring
economists. If you are committed to advancing your knowledge and making a significant
impact in the field of economics, the University of Minnesota could be the perfect place to
embark on your journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the admission requirements for the University
of Minnesota's Economics PhD program?

The admission requirements typically include a completed application form, a statement of
purpose, letters of recommendation, GRE scores, and a strong academic background in
economics and related fields.

What is the average duration of the Economics PhD
program at the University of Minnesota?

The average duration of the Economics PhD program at the University of Minnesota is
approximately five to six years, depending on the student's research progress and
dissertation completion.

What research areas are emphasized in the University of
Minnesota's Economics PhD program?

The program emphasizes various research areas, including labor economics, industrial
organization, economic development, and public economics, among others.



Is funding available for PhD students in the Economics
program at the University of Minnesota?

Yes, the University of Minnesota offers funding packages for PhD students, which may
include teaching assistantships, research assistantships, and fellowships that cover tuition
and living expenses.

How does the University of Minnesota's Economics PhD
program rank nationally?

The University of Minnesota's Economics PhD program is consistently ranked among the
top economics programs in the United States, recognized for its strong faculty and
research output.

What kind of job placements do graduates of the
Economics PhD program at the University of Minnesota
typically secure?

Graduates of the program often secure positions in academia, government agencies, and
private sector organizations, including roles in research, policy analysis, and consulting.

What is the application deadline for the Economics PhD
program at the University of Minnesota?

The application deadline for the Economics PhD program is typically in early December for
admission in the following fall semester; however, prospective students should check the
official website for the most current dates.

Are there opportunities for interdisciplinary research in
the Economics PhD program at the University of
Minnesota?

Yes, the program encourages interdisciplinary research and collaboration with other
departments and research centers within the university, allowing students to engage in
diverse economic issues.
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