
usc writing for screen and television

USC Writing for Screen and Television is a comprehensive program offered at
the University of Southern California, one of the leading institutions for
film and television education. With a strong emphasis on creative
storytelling, the program equips aspiring screenwriters with the skills and
knowledge necessary to succeed in the highly competitive entertainment
industry. This article delves into the structure of the program, its unique
features, and the opportunities it offers to students.

Program Overview

The USC Writing for Screen and Television program is part of the School of
Cinematic Arts, which is renowned for its rigorous curriculum and its faculty
composed of industry professionals. The program focuses on various aspects of
screenwriting, including narrative structure, character development, and
dialogue crafting. It offers both undergraduate and graduate degrees,
catering to a diverse range of students from different educational
backgrounds.

Degree Options

Students interested in pursuing a career in screenwriting can choose from
several degree options:

Bachelor of Arts in Writing for Screen and Television: This1.
undergraduate program focuses on foundational skills in storytelling and
screenwriting, emphasizing both theory and practical application.

Master of Fine Arts in Writing for Screen and Television: This graduate2.
program is designed for those who already possess a strong understanding
of writing and are looking to refine their skills while developing a
unique voice.

Minor in Writing for Screen and Television: This option allows students3.
from other disciplines to gain valuable skills in screenwriting without
committing to a full degree.

Curriculum Highlights

The curriculum of the USC Writing for Screen and Television program is
meticulously crafted to ensure that students gain a comprehensive
understanding of the industry. The program includes a blend of theoretical
courses and hands-on workshops, providing students with the tools necessary
to thrive as writers.



Core Courses

Students are required to complete a series of core courses that cover
essential topics in screenwriting:

Introduction to Screenwriting: This course introduces students to the
fundamentals of screenwriting, including structure, character arcs, and
genre conventions.

Writing the Short Film: Students learn to write compelling short films,
focusing on concise storytelling and impactful character development.

Advanced Screenwriting: In this course, students refine their
screenwriting skills and work on longer projects, such as feature-length
scripts.

Television Writing: This course delves into the intricacies of writing
for television, including episodic structure and character development
over multiple episodes.

Writing for New Media: Students explore the evolving landscape of
digital storytelling, including web series and interactive narratives.

Workshops and Practicums

In addition to core courses, students participate in workshops and practicums
that provide practical experience in screenwriting. These sessions are
designed to foster creativity and collaboration among peers. Some key
workshops include:

Writing Workshops: Peer reviews and critiques help students refine their
scripts and develop a critical eye for storytelling.

Collaborative Projects: Students often work in groups, simulating a
real-world writing room environment.

Industry Practicums: These practical experiences involve working with
industry professionals, providing students with insights into the
writing process in a professional setting.

Faculty and Industry Connections

The faculty at USC’s Writing for Screen and Television program comprises
accomplished writers, directors, and producers with extensive industry
experience. This connection to the industry is invaluable for students, as
faculty members often share their insights and experiences, helping to bridge
the gap between academic learning and professional practice.



Guest Speakers and Workshops

Throughout the academic year, the program hosts a variety of guest speakers,
including successful screenwriters, producers, and other industry
professionals. These events provide students with:

Networking Opportunities: Students can connect with industry leaders,
which can lead to internships and job opportunities.

Real-World Insights: Guest speakers share their experiences, offering
students a glimpse into the realities of the entertainment industry.

Workshops: Specialized workshops led by industry professionals cover
topics such as pitching, developing a writer's room, and navigating the
business side of screenwriting.

Opportunities for Growth and Development

The USC Writing for Screen and Television program not only focuses on
academic achievement but also emphasizes the importance of professional
development. Students are encouraged to participate in various activities
that enhance their resumes and help them build a strong portfolio.

Internships

Internships are a critical component of the program, allowing students to
gain hands-on experience in the industry. USC has strong connections with
various production companies, studios, and networks, providing students with
access to valuable internship opportunities. These internships often lead to
job placements after graduation.

Film Festivals and Competitions

Students are encouraged to submit their work to film festivals and
screenwriting competitions. Participating in these events not only showcases
their talent but also helps build a professional network. Some notable
festivals where students can submit their work include:

Sundance Film Festival

South by Southwest (SXSW)

Los Angeles Film Festival



Alumni Success Stories

The success of the USC Writing for Screen and Television program can be
measured by the accomplishments of its alumni. Graduates have gone on to work
on major television shows and films, earning accolades and recognition in the
industry. Some notable alumni include:

Shonda Rhimes - Creator of "Grey's Anatomy" and "Scandal"

Andrew Stanton - Director and screenwriter known for "Finding Nemo" and
"WALL-E"

Tracy Oliver - Writer and producer of "Girls Trip" and "The First Wives
Club"

These success stories serve as inspiration for current students, showcasing
the potential outcomes of hard work and dedication within the program.

Conclusion

The USC Writing for Screen and Television program offers an exceptional
education for aspiring screenwriters, combining a rigorous curriculum with
practical experiences and industry connections. With opportunities for
internships, networking, and participation in film festivals, students are
well-equipped to launch their careers in screenwriting and storytelling.
Whether pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree, students can expect to
receive the tools and support needed to navigate the complexities of the
entertainment industry and make their mark as successful writers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of the USC Writing for
Screen and Television program?

The program focuses on narrative structure, character development,
screenwriting techniques, and practical writing workshops, alongside industry
insights and networking opportunities.

How does USC prepare students for a career in
screenwriting?

USC offers a rigorous curriculum with hands-on projects, mentorship from
industry professionals, and access to prestigious alumni networks to help
students launch their careers.

What opportunities for collaboration are available in



the USC Writing for Screen and Television program?

Students can collaborate with peers from other programs, such as film
production and digital media, to create comprehensive projects that simulate
real-world production environments.

Are there any notable alumni from the USC Writing for
Screen and Television program?

Yes, USC boasts numerous successful alumni, including Oscar-winning
screenwriters and showrunners who have made significant contributions to film
and television.

What types of projects do students work on in the USC
Writing for Screen and Television program?

Students develop original screenplays, teleplays, and web series, often
culminating in a portfolio of work that showcases their writing skills.

How does the USC curriculum address current industry
trends in screenwriting?

The curriculum is regularly updated to reflect the latest industry practices,
including writing for streaming platforms and understanding audience
engagement across different media.

What is the importance of networking in the USC
Writing for Screen and Television program?

Networking is crucial as it provides students with connections to industry
professionals, potential collaborators, and opportunities for internships and
job placements after graduation.

What resources does USC offer to support aspiring
screenwriters?

USC provides access to writing workshops, industry guest lectures, film
screenings, and a comprehensive library of screenwriting resources to support
student learning and creativity.
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