uspa c license exam

USPA C License Exam is a significant milestone for skydiving enthusiasts aiming to elevate their
skills and capabilities in the sport. Achieving a C license indicates a skydiver’s proficiency, allowing
them to participate in more advanced jumps, including night jumps, jumps from higher altitudes, and
jumps with camera equipment. This article will explore the USPA C License Exam in detail,
discussing its requirements, preparation strategies, and the benefits of obtaining this prestigious
credential.

Understanding the USPA C License

The United States Parachute Association (USPA) is the governing body for skydiving in the United
States. The C license is the third level of licensing in the USPA’s skydiving progression, following the
A and B licenses. Each license level has specific requirements that skydivers must meet to
demonstrate their growing competence and safety awareness in the sport.

Requirements for the USPA C License

To qualify for the USPA C License, candidates must meet several criteria:

1. Minimum Jump Requirements:

- At least 100 jumps total.

- A minimum of 60 jumps with a parachute that the candidate has control over.

- At least 20 jumps in a vertical position (head down, sit, or stand) to demonstrate proficiency in
different body positions.

2. Experience:
- Must have logged at least 50 jumps in the last 18 months.
- A minimum of 10 jumps in the last 12 months.

3. Skill Proficiency:

- Candidates must demonstrate the ability to perform various maneuvers, including but not limited
to: turns, forward and backward movement, and controlled landings.

- They should also be capable of flying a parachute accurately to a designated landing area.

4. Written Exam:
- Candidates must pass a written exam that tests their knowledge of skydiving safety, equipment,
and regulations.

5. Jump Evaluation:
- A USPA-certified instructor must evaluate and sign off on the candidate's jumps to ensure they
meet the skill level required for the C license.



Preparing for the USPA C License Exam

Preparing for the USPA C License Exam requires dedication, practice, and a thorough
understanding of skydiving principles. Here are some steps to aid in effective preparation:

1. Review the USPA Licensing Requirements

Ensure you are well-acquainted with the specific requirements laid out by the USPA. Understanding
what is expected of you will help you focus your training efforts effectively.

2. Study the USPA Skydiver’s Information Manual

The USPA provides a comprehensive manual that covers all aspects of skydiving, including safety
protocols, equipment handling, and emergency procedures. It’s crucial to read and understand this
resource thoroughly, as it will be the primary basis for the written exam.

3. Participate in Ground School

Attending a ground school course offered by your local drop zone is highly beneficial. These courses
are designed to provide in-depth knowledge of skydiving concepts and can offer practical
demonstrations that enhance understanding.

4. Practice Jumping Regularly

Frequent jumps will not only help you gain the necessary experience but will also allow you to
practice the specific skills required for the C license. Focus on:

- Maneuvering in different body positions.
- Accurate landings.
- Performing jumps with varying levels of complexity.

5. Seek Mentorship from Experienced Skydivers

Connecting with experienced skydivers can provide valuable insights and tips that can enhance your
learning process. Their firsthand experiences can help you avoid common pitfalls and improve your
skills faster.



6. Engage in Mock Exams

Taking practice tests can help you familiarize yourself with the exam format. It can also help identify
areas where you may need to study more, ensuring you are well-prepared for the written portion of
the exam.

7. Focus on Safety and Emergency Procedures

A significant part of being a competent skydiver is understanding safety measures and emergency
procedures. Ensure that you can articulate and demonstrate these procedures, as they may be part
of the evaluation process.

The Written Exam

The written exam for the USPA C License is a critical component that assesses your theoretical
knowledge of skydiving. Here’s what to expect:

Content of the Exam

The exam will cover various topics including:

- Skydiving physics and aerodynamics.
- Equipment usage and maintenance.

- Emergency protocols.

- USPA regulations and guidelines.

- Weather considerations.

Exam Format and Scoring

- The exam typically consists of multiple-choice and true/false questions.
- A passing score is usually around 80%, though this may vary by drop zone.

The Jump Evaluation

Once you have passed the written exam, the next step involves practical evaluation through actual
jumps. Here’s how this process typically unfolds:



Jump Evaluation Process

1. Scheduling Evaluations: Coordinate with a USPA-certified instructor at your drop zone to
schedule your jump evaluations.

2. Demonstrating Skills: During the evaluation jumps, you will be required to demonstrate various
skills, such as:

- Controlled freefall with specific maneuvers.

- Accurate parachute deployment and landing.

- Handling emergency situations.

3. Instructor Feedback: After the jumps, your instructor will provide feedback and may require
additional jumps if specific skills need improvement.

Benefits of Obtaining a USPA C License

Achieving a USPA C license opens doors to numerous opportunities within the skydiving community:

1. Greater Jumping Freedom: With a C license, you can participate in advanced jumps, including
night jumps and jumps with camera equipment.

2. Access to Specialized Training: Many drop zones offer specialized training and coaching for C
license holders, allowing you to refine your skills further.

3. Involvement in Skydiving Community: A C license allows you to engage more fully in the skydiving
community, including participating in organized events and competitions.

4. Increased Safety Awareness: The knowledge and experience gained while pursuing a C license
significantly enhance your safety awareness and decision-making skills in the air.

Conclusion

The USPA C License Exam is an essential step for serious skydivers aiming to advance their skills
and enjoy greater freedom in their skydiving pursuits. By understanding the requirements,
preparing thoroughly, and demonstrating proficiency in both theory and practice, aspiring skydivers
can achieve this prestigious credential. Whether you are looking to enhance your skills, participate
in advanced jumps, or become a more integral part of the skydiving community, obtaining a C
license is a rewarding and enriching experience.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the USPA C License exam?

The USPA C License exam is a certification test for skydivers that assesses their skills and
knowledge to ensure they are qualified to jump at more advanced levels.

What are the prerequisites for taking the USPA C License
exam?

To take the USPA C License exam, you must have a B License, completed at least 50 jumps, and
have experience in night jumps and jumps from a minimum altitude.

How many jumps are required before applying for the C
License?

You need a minimum of 150 jumps to apply for the USPA C License.

What skills are tested in the USPA C License exam?

The exam tests various skills including advanced canopy control, jump planning, and emergency
procedures.

Is there a written component to the USPA C License exam?

Yes, there is a written exam that covers skydiving theory, safety regulations, and emergency
procedures.

How often can you take the USPA C License exam?

You can take the USPA C License exam as often as needed, but you must meet all prerequisites each
time.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the USPA
C License exam?

Recommended resources include the USPA Skydiver's Information Manual, online courses, and
practice exams.

Can I take the USPA C License exam online?

No, the USPA C License exam must be taken in person with an instructor or examiner.

What happens if I fail the USPA C License exam?

If you fail the exam, you can retake it after further study and practice, but there is no waiting period
mandated by USPA.



How long is the USPA C License valid?

The USPA C License does not expire, but license holders must maintain currency with jumps to stay
active.
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