
ust class c operator training checklist

UST Class C Operator Training Checklist is an essential tool for ensuring compliance and safety in the

operation of underground storage tanks (USTs). This checklist serves as both a guide for new

operators and a reference for experienced personnel to maintain operational standards and uphold

environmental protection measures. The training of Class C operators focuses on the daily

management and oversight of UST systems, ensuring that they function correctly and safely.

Understanding UST Class C Operators

What is a Class C Operator?

A Class C operator is typically responsible for the daily operations of UST systems, including

monitoring and maintenance. They are not as highly trained as Class A or B operators, but they play a

crucial role in ensuring that UST systems comply with environmental regulations. These operators are

often the first line of defense in identifying and responding to potential issues.

Responsibilities of Class C Operators

Class C operators have a variety of responsibilities that include:

1. Daily Monitoring: Regularly checking the UST systems to ensure they are operating correctly.

2. Leak Detection: Monitoring for signs of leaks or other operational failures.

3. Emergency Response: Being prepared to respond to emergencies, including spills or overfills.

4. Record Keeping: Maintaining accurate records of inspections, maintenance, and any incidents that

occur.

5. Communication: Reporting issues to Class A or B operators, or relevant authorities when necessary.

The UST Class C Operator Training Checklist



The UST Class C Operator Training Checklist is designed to ensure that operators are adequately

trained and prepared to handle their responsibilities. Below is a detailed checklist that should be

reviewed during training sessions.

1. General Knowledge of UST Systems

- Understanding UST Components:

- Tanks

- Piping

- Leak detection systems

- Dispensing equipment

- Regulatory Compliance:

- Familiarity with local, state, and federal regulations regarding USTs.

- Understanding the purpose of regulations and how they protect public health and the environment.

2. Daily Operations Procedures

- Daily Inspections:

- Check for signs of leaks, corrosion, or damage to the tanks and associated equipment.

- Use a checklist to ensure all components are operational.

- Monitoring Equipment:

- Ensure that leak detection systems are functioning correctly.

- Verify that gauges and alarms are operational.

3. Leak Detection and Reporting

- Identifying Potential Leaks:

- Know the signs of leaks, such as unusual odors, stains, or changes in gauge readings.

- Reporting Procedures:

- Understand the protocol for reporting suspected leaks or failures.

- Maintain a clear chain of communication with Class A and B operators.



4. Emergency Response Procedures

- Spill Response:

- Know how to respond to a spill, including containment and cleanup procedures.

- Familiarize yourself with the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) required during a spill

response.

- Emergency Contacts:

- Maintain an updated list of emergency contacts, including local fire departments, environmental

agencies, and UST maintenance contractors.

5. Record Keeping and Documentation

- Inspection Logs:

- Keep detailed logs of daily inspections, including dates, observations, and actions taken.

- Incident Reports:

- Document any incidents, including spills, leaks, or equipment failures, and ensure they are reported

to the appropriate authorities.

- Training Records:

- Maintain a record of all training sessions attended, including dates and topics covered.

6. Maintenance and Repair

- Routine Maintenance:

- Schedule and perform regular maintenance on UST systems, including replacement of filters and

checking seals.

- Understanding When to Call for Help:

- Know the limits of your training and when to escalate issues to Class A or B operators for further

assistance.

7. Environmental Protection Measures



- Preventative Measures:

- Understand the importance of preventative measures to minimize the risk of spills and leaks.

- Waste Disposal:

- Familiarize yourself with the proper disposal methods for any waste generated during operations or

maintenance.

Additional Training Topics

1. Safety Protocols

- Personal Safety:

- Understanding the risks associated with working around USTs and the importance of using PPE.

- Site Safety:

- Be aware of the safety protocols in place at the facility, including the location of emergency exits and

fire extinguishers.

2. Interaction with Customers

- Customer Service Skills:

- Develop skills to communicate effectively with customers, especially in situations where there may be

operational issues.

- Education:

- Educate customers on safe fueling practices and how to report any concerns.

3. Technology and Equipment Training

- Familiarization with Equipment:

- Hands-on training with the specific UST equipment used at the facility.

- Software Training:

- If applicable, training on any software used for monitoring and reporting UST operations.



Conclusion

The UST Class C Operator Training Checklist is a vital resource that enhances the knowledge and

skills of operators tasked with managing underground storage tanks. By following this checklist,

operators can ensure they are prepared to maintain safe and compliant operations, effectively respond

to emergencies, and protect the environment. Regularly reviewing and updating this checklist is

essential to keep pace with regulatory changes and advancements in technology. As the frontline

guardians of UST systems, Class C operators play an indispensable role in safeguarding public health

and the environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the UST Class C Operator Training Checklist?

The UST Class C Operator Training Checklist is designed to ensure that operators of underground

storage tanks are properly trained to handle daily operations, emergency procedures, and compliance

with regulatory requirements.

What key topics should be covered in the UST Class C Operator

Training?

Key topics include spill and overfill prevention, leak detection methods, emergency response

procedures, proper handling of products stored, and understanding of state and federal regulations.

How often should UST Class C operators complete the training and

checklist?

UST Class C operators are typically required to complete the training and checklist at least every three

years or whenever there are significant changes in equipment or regulations.



What are the consequences of not following the UST Class C Operator

Training Checklist?

Failure to follow the UST Class C Operator Training Checklist can lead to regulatory violations, fines,

potential environmental hazards, and increased risk of spills or leaks.

Where can operators find resources for UST Class C Operator Training?

Operators can find resources for UST Class C Operator Training through state regulatory agencies,

industry associations, and online training programs specifically designed for UST operators.
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