
va form 763 s instructions
VA Form 763 S Instructions are essential for veterans and their families seeking assistance from
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). Understanding how to fill out this form correctly can
significantly impact the benefits and services you receive. VA Form 763 S, also known as the
"Application for Burial Benefits," is specifically designed for veterans and their survivors to request
burial benefits. This comprehensive article will guide you through the process of completing VA
Form 763 S, explaining its purpose, eligibility criteria, required documentation, and step-by-step
instructions for filling it out.

Understanding VA Form 763 S

VA Form 763 S is primarily used to apply for burial benefits provided by the VA. These benefits may
include financial assistance for burial expenses, eligibility for burial in a national cemetery, and a
headstone or marker for the grave of the veteran. The form is crucial for ensuring that veterans
receive the recognition and support they deserve after their passing.

Purpose of VA Form 763 S

The form serves multiple purposes:

- Application for Burial Benefits: It allows veterans and their families to apply for financial assistance
for burial costs.
- Eligibility for National Cemeteries: It helps determine eligibility for burial in a VA national
cemetery.
- Request for Headstone or Marker: It facilitates the provision of a headstone or marker for the
veteran's grave.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for burial benefits, applicants must meet certain criteria. The following are key
eligibility requirements for VA Form 763 S:

- Veteran Status: The deceased must be a veteran who was discharged under conditions other than
dishonorable.
- Service Requirements: The veteran must have served on active duty, active duty for training, or
inactive duty training.
- Survivor Eligibility: Surviving spouses, children, and dependent parents may apply on behalf of the
veteran.

It is crucial to review these requirements before filling out the form to ensure that all necessary
qualifications are met.



Required Documentation

When applying for burial benefits, specific documentation must accompany VA Form 763 S. This
documentation is essential for verifying eligibility and processing the application. The required
documents include:

1. Veteran's Military Discharge Papers: This includes the DD Form 214 or equivalent discharge
documents.
2. Death Certificate: A certified copy of the veteran's death certificate must be provided.
3. Marriage Certificate: If applying as a surviving spouse, a marriage certificate is required to
establish the relationship.
4. Dependent Documentation: For children or dependent parents, proof of dependency must be
submitted.

Gathering these documents ahead of time will streamline the application process.

Instructions for Completing VA Form 763 S

Filling out VA Form 763 S may seem daunting, but following a structured approach can simplify the
task. Below is a step-by-step guide to completing the form accurately.

Section 1: Applicant Information

- Name: Enter the full name of the applicant (the person filling out the form).
- Address: Provide the complete mailing address, including city, state, and ZIP code.
- Phone Number: Include a contact number for any follow-up questions.
- Relationship to Veteran: Specify your relationship to the veteran (spouse, child, etc.).

Section 2: Veteran Information

- Veteran’s Name: Enter the full name of the deceased veteran.
- Social Security Number: Provide the veteran’s Social Security number.
- Service Number: If applicable, include the veteran’s service number.
- Branch of Service: Indicate the branch of the military in which the veteran served.
- Dates of Service: Specify the dates of active military service.

Section 3: Burial Information

- Date of Death: Enter the date on which the veteran passed away.
- Location of Burial: Indicate where the veteran was buried or intends to be buried.
- Cemetery Name: If applicable, provide the name of the cemetery.
- Type of Burial: Choose the type of burial for which you are applying (e.g., national cemetery,



private cemetery).

Section 4: Benefits Requested

- Check the Appropriate Boxes: Indicate which benefits you are applying for by checking the
appropriate boxes. Options may include:
- Burial allowance.
- Plot allowance.
- Headstone or marker.

Section 5: Signature and Date

- Signature: The applicant must sign the form.
- Date: Include the date the form is signed.

Submitting VA Form 763 S

After completing the form, ensure that you have attached all required documentation. The next step
is to submit the application to the appropriate VA regional office. Here are some submission tips:

- Mailing Address: Check the VA website for the correct mailing address for your state or region.
- Method of Submission: Applications can typically be submitted by mail. Some regional offices may
also allow for online submissions.
- Follow-Up: After mailing your application, keep a copy for your records and consider following up
with the VA to confirm receipt.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Filling out VA Form 763 S can lead to delays in processing if mistakes are made. Here are some
common errors to avoid:

- Incomplete Information: Ensure all sections are filled out completely.
- Missing Documentation: Double-check that all required documents are included.
- Incorrect Dates: Verify that dates of service and death are accurate.
- Signature Issues: Make sure the application is signed and dated appropriately.

Conclusion

VA Form 763 S is a vital tool for veterans and their families seeking burial benefits. Understanding
the instructions for completing the form, along with the eligibility requirements and necessary



documentation, can significantly ease the process. By following the outlined steps and avoiding
common mistakes, applicants can ensure a smoother experience when applying for these important
benefits. For further assistance, veterans and their families are encouraged to reach out to local VA
offices or veteran service organizations that can provide additional guidance and support.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is VA Form 763 S used for?
VA Form 763 S is used to apply for a Certificate of Eligibility for Veterans' Benefits, specifically for
veterans seeking education and training benefits.

Where can I find the instructions for filling out VA Form 763
S?
The instructions for VA Form 763 S can be found on the official U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
website or by contacting your local VA office.

What information do I need to provide on VA Form 763 S?
You will need to provide personal information such as your name, Social Security number, service
details, and information about your education and training program.

Is there a deadline for submitting VA Form 763 S?
While there is no specific deadline for submitting VA Form 763 S, it is recommended to apply as
early as possible to ensure timely processing of your benefits.

Can I submit VA Form 763 S online?
Yes, you can submit VA Form 763 S online through the VA's eBenefits portal, or you can print the
form and mail it to the appropriate VA regional office.
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