
varathane polyurethane water based instructions

Varathane polyurethane water based instructions are essential for anyone looking to enhance and

protect their wood surfaces effectively. Varathane is a well-known brand that offers a range of high-

quality finishes, and its water-based polyurethane products are particularly popular for their ease of

use, low odor, and quick drying times. This guide will provide comprehensive instructions on how to

apply Varathane water-based polyurethane, ensuring you achieve a smooth, durable finish on your

wood projects.

Understanding Varathane Polyurethane

Varathane polyurethane is a protective finish that forms a strong, clear coating over wood surfaces.

Unlike oil-based polyurethanes, the water-based variant dries quickly and has a lower level of volatile

organic compounds (VOCs), making it a safer option for indoor projects. The result is a beautiful, long-

lasting finish that showcases the natural beauty of the wood.

Benefits of Using Varathane Water-Based Polyurethane

When considering a finish for your wood projects, Varathane water-based polyurethane offers several

advantages:

Quick Drying: Dries to the touch in about 1-2 hours.

Low Odor: Ideal for indoor applications, as it has minimal smell compared to oil-based options.

Durability: Provides excellent resistance to scratches, stains, and chemicals.



Easy Cleanup: Clean up with soap and water when the product is wet.

Clear Finish: Enhances the wood’s natural color without yellowing over time.

Preparation: Getting Started

Before applying Varathane water-based polyurethane, proper preparation is key to achieving a flawless

finish. Follow these steps to prepare your workspace and materials:

Materials Needed

To get started, you will need the following materials:

Varathane water-based polyurethane

Sandpaper (220-grit and 320-grit)

Clean cloths or tack cloths

Paintbrush or foam applicator

Paint tray

Respirator mask (optional, for sensitive individuals)

Drop cloths or newspapers (to protect the floor)



Step-by-Step Preparation

1. Choose the Right Environment: Ensure you are working in a well-ventilated area. Open windows

and use fans to circulate air if necessary.

2. Protect Surrounding Areas: Lay down drop cloths or old newspapers to protect surfaces from drips

and spills.

3. Prepare the Wood Surface:

- Sand the wood with 220-grit sandpaper to remove any imperfections and open up the grain.

- Wipe down the surface with a clean cloth or tack cloth to remove dust and debris.

4. Test the Finish: Before applying to the entire piece, do a test section to ensure you like the color

and finish.

Application Instructions

Once your wood surface is prepared, it’s time to apply the Varathane water-based polyurethane.

Follow these instructions for the best results.

Applying the First Coat

1. Stir the Product: Open the can and gently stir the polyurethane with a paint stirrer. Avoid shaking

the can, as this can introduce bubbles.

2. Load the Brush: Dip your brush or foam applicator into the polyurethane, allowing excess to drip off.

3. Apply Evenly: Start at one end of the wood and apply the polyurethane in long, even strokes

following the grain.

4. Avoid Overlapping: Be careful not to overlap too much with previous strokes, as this can create

visible lines.



5. Check for Bubbles: If you see bubbles, smooth them out with your brush immediately.

Drying and Sanding Between Coats

1. Let it Dry: Allow the first coat to dry for approximately 1-2 hours, or until it feels dry to the touch.

2. Sand Lightly: Once dry, use 320-grit sandpaper to lightly sand the surface. This step is crucial for

ensuring good adhesion of subsequent coats.

3. Clean the Surface: Wipe away any dust with a clean cloth or tack cloth before applying the next

coat.

Applying Additional Coats

1. Repeat the Process: Apply a second coat following the same steps as the first. It’s recommended to

use at least three coats for optimal durability.

2. Drying Time: Allow each coat to dry thoroughly and sand lightly before applying the next one.

Finishing Touches

After applying the final coat, allow the polyurethane to cure fully. This may take several days

depending on environmental conditions.

Final Cleaning

Clean your brushes and tools with soap and water immediately after use. Any dried polyurethane can

be more difficult to remove.



Maintenance and Care

To maintain the beauty of your Varathane-finished surfaces:

Wipe up spills immediately to prevent staining.

Use coasters and mats to protect surfaces from scratches.

Regularly dust with a soft cloth to keep surfaces clean.

Conclusion

Applying Varathane water-based polyurethane is a straightforward process that can greatly enhance

the appearance and durability of your wood projects. By following these instructions, you can achieve

a professional-looking finish that not only protects your wood but also highlights its natural beauty.

Whether you’re refinishing furniture or completing a new woodworking project, Varathane's easy

application and quick drying properties make it an excellent choice for both beginners and experienced

DIY enthusiasts alike. Happy finishing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Varathane polyurethane water based used for?

Varathane polyurethane water based is used for protecting and enhancing the appearance of wood

surfaces, including furniture, cabinets, and floors.



How do I prepare the surface before applying Varathane polyurethane?

Before applying Varathane polyurethane, clean the surface thoroughly, sand it to remove any

imperfections, and ensure it is dry and dust-free.

What is the recommended application method for Varathane

polyurethane water based?

The recommended application method is to use a high-quality synthetic bristle brush or a foam

applicator to apply an even coat, following the wood grain.

How long does Varathane polyurethane water based take to dry?

Varathane polyurethane water based typically dries to the touch in about 1-2 hours, but it is

recommended to wait 4-6 hours before applying a second coat.

Is it necessary to sand between coats of Varathane polyurethane?

Yes, it is recommended to lightly sand between coats with fine-grit sandpaper to ensure proper

adhesion and a smooth finish.

Can Varathane polyurethane water based be used outdoors?

While it is primarily designed for indoor use, Varathane polyurethane water based can be used

outdoors if it is top-coated with an exterior finish for added protection against the elements.

How do I clean up after using Varathane polyurethane water based?

You can clean up tools and spills with soap and water while the polyurethane is still wet. Once it has

dried, you will need to use a solvent like mineral spirits for cleanup.
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